READERS' LETTERSmmhm,.,, 

THE MYTH ABOUT ‘SINAI MILLIONAIRES’ 




To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — As a resident of Yamit, I 
have followed the several letters 
recently published regarding com- 
pensation to Sinai settlers (who! 
must leave their homes under the 
peace treaty with Egypt) and" I 
would like to try to correct the 1 
current popular impression that we' 
are idle millionaires. 

Five years ago, we were 
described as pioneers investing our 
money and the best years of our 
lives showing that we could 
peacefully and successfully develop 
an area where Arabs are the ma- 
jority, whilst at the same time serv- 
ing a vital security function on a 
strategic border. I did not come on 
atiya to get rich at the Israeli tax- 
payers’ expense (or Jimmy Carter’s 
expense) and when we are finally 
forced to leave, it will be with the 
greatest bitterness towards a 
government that has prostituted 


Zionism and abandoned the na- 
tion’s mast valuable defence asset 
for a paper treaty which, after 
Sadat, may well be worth less than 
the Israeli shekel. 

Don't think we are all multi- 
millionaires. I have always been a 
manual worker and my dream was 
that, in years to come, I might show 
my work of building Yamit to my. 
future grandchildren. 

Ultimately, when or If I accept 
compensation, it will be dirty 
money, that I will have to use to’ 
keep a roof over my head. In the 
meantime, for myself, I worry about 
my bank overdraft, like most nor- 
mal people. For the State of Israel, 
all I can say is I worry about another 
war. In that eventuality, we should 
all remember who gave away our 
Sinai. 

TONY SWAN 

Yamit. 


LYNNE REID BANKS REPLIES 


To the Editor nf The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — Ms waysman's letter of, 
December I in response to Phillip 
Gil ion’s interview with me has just 
been sent to me. 

I don't, of course, hate Judaism as 
such, and I never said 1 did — what 
. I said was that I have lost patience 
and tolerance with all forms of 
Orthodoxy. I may have said to Ms 
Waysman that I “hated religious 
people.” It was one of those sweep- 
ing generalizations which one 
should be careful never to give vent 
to, especially in the beady-eyed 
presence or over-earnest and 
humourless lady journalists; one's 
lone is apt to gel lost in print. 

I would like to add that my book, 
“Letters to My Israeli Sons,” did 
not set. out to “debunk all that is 
miraculous and God-given” in 
Jewish history, though I don't much 
mind if it does, incidentally, do so. 
My aim was to provide a book for 
young Diaspora Jews, who, on the 
whole, know little and care less 
about Zionism or the human miracle 
of Jewish survival, and see no 
reason to be committed to Israel 
which they hear convincingly 
traduced on all sides. It was, in its 
way. a labour of love for Israel, 
because it will be the next genera- 
tion of committed Zionists Israel 


will depend on for support — no 
heavenly intervention or pious 
phrases will save her economy if the 
present process of apathy, ig- 
norance and alienation continue^ 
unchecked. 

The religious parties of course do 
not help. Young people nowadays 
find it very hard to sympathize with 
medieval doctrines and shibboleths 
or indeed with a country which al- 
lows itself to be coerced by small 
groups of people who do. 

The pioneers who built Israel -- 
contrary to what the New 
Historians of the Right say — were 
secularists, whose direct descen- 
dants are still Israel's best hope of a 
sane, humane and civilized future, 
divorced from all the pious 
mysticism talked by Ms Waysman. 
Her beliefs are her own business! 
but they have nothing to do witif 
"intellect,” nor should she claim 
them as undeniable truths. 

1 prefer to give Ms Way$man’st 
forebears the full credit for devising 
some excellent rules of living. The 
Jewish people, not Judaism, gave 
these and many other gifts to the 
world, along with an unrivalled ex- 
ample of steadfastness and will. 

LYNNE REID BANKS 

London. 


EMIGRATION AND 
QUALITY OF LIFE 

t To the Editor tf The Jerusalem Post 
r Sir, — Your article, "Anti- 
i emigration body set up” (December 
24) is pathetic. It shows up the 
.. paucity of thinking. The perennial 
L .solution still seems to be set up 
i another committee; if nothing else, 
, it will absorb more (much needed) 
government funds and employ a few 
more clerks. As for handing out 
bumper stickers of “ Yertdd equals 
treason” — words fail met Have 
those people learned nothing? 

To understand why olim leave, 
you first have to understand why 
they come. They come (I mean the 
serious voluntary oieh from the 
West) because they are motivated, 
whether positively by Zionist ideals 
and a wish to participate in the 
Great Jewish Dream, or because 
they are looking for a Jewish en- 
vironment, or negatively because 
they fear the quality of life (not 
financial) in their countries of origin, 
— c.g. rising crime, urban ter- 
rorism, anti-Semitism, fear of as- 
similation or of children marrying 
out. 

In the present poor moral state of 
the country, every day these people 
open a -newspaper, their ideals are 
shattered that much more, till one 
day they find the Zionist Dream just 
an illusion. Added to this is the Tall 
in the quality of life, which is now 
even lower than what they had in 
their home count™. Once this stage 
is reafhed.lhVn air the other factor^" 
cdfpe into the equation: earning 
ability and job opportunities here 
versus the country of origin, quality 
of home, car, education, recreation, 
etc. That is when the former oleh 
decides on yerida. Bumper stickers 
won’t affect him. But if, by some 
miracle, the quality of life in Israel 
would improve rather than 
deteriorate steadily, then there 
might be grounds for hope. 

J. FRANKL 

Savyon. 

LETTERS TO THE POST 

The Jerusalem Post Invites tellers from its 
readers on issues of interest Correspon- 
dence should be typewritten or in clear 
handwriting on one side of the page. The 
editor reserves the right to shorten let- 
ters for space considerations. Letters 
can not be acknowledged. 


FORSAKE HIM NOT 


When it came to discussing 
the Middle East, I used 
to think I was undecided, 
but now I'm not so sure! 



• • 


* 


* Svrla and Jordan are allies or enemies? Llbye 
and Syria are unifying their countries or ere 
they? 

Saudi Arabia has stopped funding Egypt or 
nas It? The 8hatt-el-Areb Is Iranian or ia it 
Iraqi? 

Why are the Moslem Brotherhood killing their 
brothers? 

Is It good for Israol or Isn't It? 

You'll know much more If you read The 
Jerusalem Post International Edition. Flown 
worldwide every week to over ninety coun- 
tries. Twenty-four pages of eye-opening 
news, features, reviews, cartoons and photos. 

You can't afford to be without It. 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — The late sixties gave birth 
— for the first time in Soviet history 
■— to a striking phenomenon: thej 
awakening of a national con- 
sciousness among Soviet Jewry. 
Originating within the community 
of Jewish intellectuals in Moscow, 
the movement gained momentum 
and excited and inspired Jews 
everywhere. This upsurge of pride 
in belonging to a nation which had 
survived thousands of years of per- 
secution gave birth to leaders who 
openly and fearlessly defended the 
right of Soviet Jews lo affirm their 
Jewish culture and tradition, and to 
return to their historic homeland. 

For his open defiance of the 
Soviet regime in affirming the right 
of Jews to emigrate to Israel, 
Vladimir Slepak — one of these 
gfants of personal ' courage and. self- 
less devotion to the justice of a 
cause — is now paying in full the 
terrible price extorted by the 
vengeance of the Soviet regime: the 
utterly inhuman treatment of 
political prisoners by the K.G.B., 
exposed in excruciating detail by 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn. §lepak's 
leadership was based on total 
dedication to the liberation of 
Soviet Jews, and his was a major 
contribution to the breakdown of 
the Iron Curtain which has enabled 
thousands of Soviet Jews to come to 
Israel. 

For years, Vladimir Slepak was 
a lower of strength, encouraging 
and support ing Soviet Jews in their 
struggle to reach Israel. But* 
Vladimir himself was not destined to 
be among the fortunate. He was 



Vladimir Slepak 

trapped by the K.G.B. and was - 
and still is — the victirp of the 
horrors of its vengcunce. His wife 
Mary was also thrown in jail, and 
only outside pressures rescued her 
from the deadly grip of the K.G.B, 
His two sons and aging mother were 
■‘expelled" from the U.S.S.R., and 
his mother died in Israel. Vladimir 
Slepak is still confined ton village in 
a remote part or Siberia, and Soviet 
“justice" forbids anyone to visit 
him. He is ill. And his suffering 
weighs heavily on our conscience. 
With the passage of time, Vladimir's 
image and his sacrifices in the in- 
terests of others ure fading in peo- 
ple's memories. Only outside 
pressure can hope to save Vladimir 
Slepuk from paying with his life for 
the sins of his captors. Let us do all 
we can for a man who did so much 
for others, and nothing for himself. 

VITALY SVECH INSKY 
LAZAR LIB ARSKY 
DAVID HA VEIN 
(Former Soviet prisoners of con- 

science} 

fcl Aviv. 


HERZLIYA MEDICAL CENTRE 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — If a person gets a building 
permit in conformity with the law, it 
must be his incontestable right to 
build in accordance with this per- 
mit. If he wants to make alterations, 
he has lo ask for a permit to do so. If 
he does not do it and the local 
authority (or somebody else) turns 
to the courts, the judge generally or- 
ders the builder lo obtain a building 
permit for the alterations within u 
specified lime. If this permit is not 
granted, the parts of the building 
which are not in conformity with 
the original permit have lo be 
demolished. 


It is the right and duty of (he 
judge to do such things, but it is un- 
thinkable that he should have the 
power to cancel the building permit 
itself. 

It is likewise unthinkable that a 
judge should have the power to 
ubolish n decision legally taken hj 
the district town planning commis- 
sion — jn this case io boild a 
medical centre in Hcr/.liyu. 

If a legal building permit censes 
to be u legal instrument, then 
nobody in this country will dure to 
•start byildjnc. ^ wrrrK0WER 

Tel Aviv. (Architect) 
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Begin ready to head Likud ticket again 

Cabinet opts for July 7 poll 
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The recent cold has brought heavy falls of snow on Mt. Hermon, and 
Israelis ha*c taken advantage of this to enjoy the winter-sport facilities 

. „ I Israel Talbvl 

in the area. ^ 

Exports rose faster 
than imports in 1980 


The Cabinet voted on Sunday to 
sponsor a bill selling July 7 as the 
date for new national elections. 

A few hours later, the spokesman 
for the opposition Labour Parly said 
the Alignment would not support 
the government hill hut would push 
its own legislation to dissolve the 
Knesset and hold national elections 
on May 12. 

Motivating the cabinet in its deci- 
sion Sunday was the precarious 
position into which the government 
hud been thrown with the resigna- 
tion. the previous week, of Finance 
Minister Yigael Hurvilz. Refusing 
to yield on a proposal to increase 
teachers' salaries. Hurvitz warned 
that the pay rise would set off a 
wave of demands by workers. He 
resigned in the face of government 
supp.-rt for the recommendation to 
pay teachers more. 

With the departure of Hurvilz 
and his two Rafi colleagues from 
the coalition, pressure began nn mil- 
ling .hi Begin io call for early elec- 
ti.'iis rather than depend on splinter 
p.mies or individual members of the 
V' ■ iii.iimain a u.iuva ma- 
jority u ill l|-lhe-sclied oled-eleofiorr 
Jay in November. 

As for a replacement for Hurvit/. 
there was speculation during the 
week lhai Yoram Aridor of Herat 
would get the appointment. 
However, Begin told reporters al ter 
last Sunday's cabinet meeting that 
no decision had been taken yet on 
the Treasury post. 

At the same time. Energy 
Minister Yitzhak Moda'i — also in- 
terviewed on his way out of the 
' cabinet meeting — disclosed that 
» Begin has agreed "in principle" that 
t the next finance minister should 


come from the ranks of his 
(Moda'i’s) Liberal Party, which is 
the second largest component of the 
Likud coalition after Begin's Herut 
party. Moda’i refused to confirm 
reports that he was interested in the 
portfolio himself. 

On the cabinet's failure to name a 
replacement for Yigael Hurvilz as 
minister of finance, u Labour 
Parly's spokesman charged on Sun- 
day that "the Likud government lias 
again been struck by u crisis, this 
lime between the Liberal and Horiu 
branches, both or which want lo pel 
Hold ol that key portfolio even Tor 
the brief period until the elections." 

The spokesman warned that the 
Begin government might create 
what lie called "an cleeliuii-ycur 
economy” by large scale printing 
and distribution oT unmet " 

According to law. the prime 
in in isle r becomes acting head of 
any in ini si ry from the lime it is leli 
vacant mini a new minister lake-, 
over. He is thus acting finance 
nunisier. -uid has been defence 
minister since Ezer Wciznvnr* 
r'.-.igiiai'op last yvn 

Begin said on Sunday: "The 

cabinet has just decided to 
promulgate a hill for dissolution of 
the Knesset and holding new elec- 
tions on July 7. US I . The bill will ho 
submitted li> the Knesset presidium 
tomorrow and will probably be 
debated during the week. 

"We have not yet decided about 
the new minister of finance. But 1 
shall hold consultations this week, 
and 1 hope that in the course of this 
week that question will be 
resolved." 

When a reporter asked the prime 
minister whether he Would lead a 


Likud ticket in the next elections. 
Begin replied: "IT m> friends will 
express confidence in me. then l 
will do whatever they decide. This is 
democracy." 

He believes the campaign will not 
centre on a single issue but will en- 
compass all issues being debated 
now by Israelis — Inreign policy, 
economics and social quest u*n>. 

Begin also believed that the 
negotiations with Egypt and the 
L'.S. on Palestinian autonomy 
should not he "impaired" h> the 
Israel government’s decision in hold 
curly elections. 

With i he elect mu dale advanced, 
reports from vurmus political party 
headquarters irulic.net! that jostling 
has begun for the lop places in the 
election lists 

flic oppi'MinHi has (seen culling 
fi.ir some time for an early election 
More ill. in a war :nn> the Mienrneiu 
I .i>. 1 1 ' Ml ilillodiKvd .1 bill lor dissolu- 
tion of i lie kriessct and the holding 
ol clciln-n- d.iv - itlcr approval 

.S| the -sill 

ll -a..-, or.lv a', me ciul "i [. l% i w-.-ek 
tii.it i 1 '"c •..rue ilii'iosi ■ a|i . mu Mil 1 . 

:in early election would be called, 
i or some da's before some mem- 
bers of the coalition had been 
arguing lhai it would be possible to 
a.iy m olTn e until the scheduled 
election date m November with the 
support of various .mail arid one- 
man tactions in the knessct. 

However, lust Friday, at a 
meeting of Mr Begin and the Likud 
Knesset faction, a clear majority 
saw no viable alternative to an earl; 
poll. 

The prime minister made n clear 
it unilnuid un puiti- Zi 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 

The trade deficit fell by 13 per 
cent in 1980 — and in real quan- 
titative terms by some 40 per cent. 
This is seen as a significant improve- 
ment, especially in view of the steep 
rise in the price of oil last year. 

Figures just released by the 
Central Bureau of Statistics show 
that Israel's trade deficit in 1980 
came to 52.645b. This compares 
with S3.04b. in 1979. The improve- 
ment Was due to the relatively small 
8" per - cent increase in imports, 
which came to $7.91b„ up . from 
S7.33b. the year before, and the 
healthy 23 per cent rise ip exports 
— up to S5.265b. from S4.295b. in 
1979. 

Hie proportion of exports to the 
European Economic Community 
continued to grow, coming to 45 per 
cent last year compared with 42 per 
' cent in 1979 and 37 per cent in 1978. 
At the same time, tne proportion of 
imports from the EEC continued to 
fall and came to just 30 per cent last 
year, down from 35 per cent in 1979 
and 39 per cent In 1978. 

As a result,> Israel’s trade deficit 


with the EEC fell to $300m. in 1980 
(excluding diamonds), compared 
with $900m., in 1979. 

In a notable development, Israel's 
exports to Africa rose 66 per cent. 

From an analysis or the real 
changes during the first nine months 
or 1980, compared with the same 
period in 1979, it emerges that im- 
ports fell by 16 per cent, exports 
rose by 9 per cent, the trade deficit 
fell by 40 per cent, while Israel’s 
terms of trade deteriorated by 10 
per cent, mostly as a result of the in- 
crease in fuel prices. 

Imports of consumer goods fell 
by 14 per cent during this period, 
production inputs by 2 per cent, in- 
vestment inputs, by 9 per cent (in 
quantitative terms, by 37 per cent, 
21 per cent, and 25 per cent respec- 
tively). , . 

Exports were boosted by par- 
ticularly good performances in the 
following branches: chemicals and 
'plastics, machinery and electronics, 
diamonds, textiles, wood, paper, 
mining and quarrying, and minerals. 

Agricultural exports fell by about 
10 per cent in real terms, and came 
to $555m! ■ , 


Egyptian MPs . 
due this week 

A delegation of. ^gyptiaj^ 
parliamentarians is due here this 
week for a week-long tour.-,. ; 

The chairman or the Egyptian 
parliament’s Foreign Relations 
Committee will head the delegation, 
which will include representatives or 
the ruling National Democratic 
Party and other factions. 

Meanwhile 'Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin said last week that 
the future of the autonomy talks de- 
pends on what happens after U.S. 
President-elect Ronald Reagan 
takes office. 

Begin's remark came when 
reporters asked him how the 
impending fall of his government 
will affect the negotiations with 
Egypt and the U.S. on autonomy in 
the West Bank and Gaza. He said 
that there would be “consultations" 
with both partners to the negotia- 
tions. 

Last week Egyptian, Israeli and 
American delegations met in Tel 
Aviv to discuss technical questions 
relating to the negotiations on 
Palestinian autonomy. The talks, 
which had resumed after a two- 
month break, were adjourned when 
the delegates agreed that they must 
await directives from their leaders. 








Apart from the speculation about early elections, two stories dominated 
the headlines last week, the murder of Knesset Member Sheikh Hntn- 
mad Abu Rabla, left, as lie sat in his car outside a Jerusalem hotel, and 
a labour dispute kt El Al Israel Airlines which took a critical turn when 
chairman Avraham Shavit, right, sacked members of a works commit- 
tee. He later withdrew the dismissal notices, and the airline resumed 
normal schedules. Full reports on page 3. 
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Dayan may be ready 
to head Rafi ticket 


By SARAH HONIG 
_ Post Political Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Sources in former 
prime minister Yigad Hurvitz's Rafi 
parly hinted broadly last week thnt 
former foreign minister Moshe 
Dayan has signalled them that he 
Kill ultimately join "anew indepen- 
dent list." Ruti's electoral chances 
depend to a lurge measure on 
Dayan's willingness to head its list. 

D.iyan himself refused to com- 
ment. Officially. Rail sources would 
only say that they took heart from 
the fact that Duyan had not rejected 
their overtures and had left 
the door open. Unofficially, 
however, some Rafi sources hinted 
thill Da van went farther and has let 
Rail know chat if their ticket seems 
promising he might well agree to 
head it. 

" ith Dayan heading the list. Rnfi 
could win Knesset seats in the 
coming elections, according: to a re- 
cent public opinion poll. 

Yiguel Hurviu is expected to see 
I*i> mi in the next few days. He und 
others in Rafi believe that the two 
could bridge the differences 
hctween them on the autonomy 
question. Hurvitz was a strong op- 


ponent of the Camp David agree- 
ment — of which Dayan was a main 
architect — and quit the govern- 
ment over it in 1978. 

He subsequently rejoined as 
finance minister, later resigning. But 
Kali insiders say that both are 
uguinst foreign rule in Judea and 
Samaria and that this is enough of a 
common denominator. 

Rail insiders now say that if Rafi. 
with Dayan at its head, gets enough 
votes, it could deny Labour an ab- 
solute majority and ensure a role for 
Dayan in the continuation of the 
autonomy talks. 

The Rafi executive last week ap- 
proved the party’s departure from 
the Likud (it has three Knesset 
members) although there were a 
few reservations, notably of office- 
holders in government ministries 
who fear their careers will be 
jeopardized. 

liurviiz announced thut the 
newly-indcpcndcni Rafi would 
become "the brake that will slow 
down the rush of voters from the 
Likud to Labour. Those disap- 

E ointcd with the Likud will now 
ave an alternative in Rafi." he as- i 
scried. 


Bonn’s plan to arm Saudis 
a ‘serious threat’ to Israel 


BOW (Reuter). — Israeli Ambas- 
sador kohanan Mcro/i nn Saturday 
called on West German) not to ex- 
port arms to Saudi Arabia, the 
Israeli Embassy said. 

Meroz met Foreign Minister 
Hans- Dietrich Genseher at his own 
request and asked for clarification 
ot reports thut West Germany was 
considering providing Saudi .Arabia 
with a wide range ol heavy modern 
arms, an embassy statement said. 

The envoy said Israel was deeply 
concerned about .weapon supplies 
to countries in a state of war with 
Israel, actively participating in wars 
against Israel or pledged to a "holy 
war " against Israel, it said. 

Arms deliveries would represent 
a serious threat to the security of 
Israel." the statement added. 

Genseher said Iasi week that 
Bonn's self-imposed ban on arms 


exports to areas of international 
tension did not exclude sales to 
Saudi Arabia, according to in- 
formed sources. 

He said that any formal Saudi re- 
quest for Ledpard II tanks and 
other West German weapons would 
be carefully studied, but no such re- 
quest had been officially received. 
However, industry sources su> 
Riyadh has expressed interest in the 
tanks. 

Bonn has refused past Saudi re- 
quests for arms. The Middle East is 
regarded as an area covered by a 
l*>7| government ban on arms ex- 
ports to areas of international ten- 
sion. 

The threat of Soviet expan- 
sionism in the Middle East and the 
importance of Saudi Arabia as a 
principal oil supplier has apparently 
persuaded Bonn to reassess ihe 
position. 


Mrs. Begin inaugurates 1981 Year for Disabled 


.Mr'. AIizj Begin, wife 0 f the 
PH me minister last week launched 
the lysi International Year for Dis- 
abled Persons in Israel at a 
Jerusalem press conference. Mrs. 
Begin ilrevwd the importance of 
ihe year *. events for helninc to at- 
tain equal oppuri unities for ihe dis- 
abled in all areas of life 


Mrs. Begin and members of the 
public committee for the Inter- 
national Year Tor Disabled Persons 
outlined the year's activities in 
Israel. Efforts and resources will be 
concentrated towards achieving 
public recognition of the human 
potential of the disabled to con- 
tribute to the entire society. 
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Carter panel 
weighs talks - 
with PLO 

By WOLF BLITZER 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. - A U.S. 
presidential commission has recom- 
mended Lhat the U.S. in the 1980s 
broaden the Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations to include Palestinians 
and. eventually, the PLO. 

Details ofthe report to President 
Jimmy Carter were disclosed in The 
Washington Star. For several 
months. President Carter’s Com- 
mission for a National Agenda for 
The Eighties has studied U.S. 
foreign policy problems. 

Kengun administration sources 
last week insisted that they did not 
necessarily feel bound by the 
recommendations. 

The combined opposition of Arnb 
stutes to Camp David, the report 
says, may prevent negotiation of a 
comprehensive Middle East peace 
agreement under the current 
negotiating format. If this becomes 
apparent, it continues, the U.S. 
should consider other means for 
broadening the negotiations to in- 
clude Palestinians. 

Initially, the panel suggests, deal- 
ings should be restricted to non- 
members or the PLO, but adds lhat 
"Once adequate progress toward a 
peaceful settlement has been made, 
however, the United Slates and 
Israel could accept the PLO as a 
negotiating partner.” 

As part of the proposal, the com- 
mission also said that the U.S. 
should formalize its existing security 
arrangements with Israel — perhaps 
in the form of a mutual security 
treaty and possibly with ihe station- 
ing of U.S. troops on the West Bank 
as a guarantee of Israeli security. 

In an interview with a Kuwaiti 
paper last week, Jordan’s King Hus- 
sein bitterly attacked former U S. 
secretary of slate Henry Kissinger 
and urged the incoming Reagan ad- 
ministration to keep him out ofthe 
Middle East. 


Quoted by the newspaper Al- 
Anba, the king said: "I personally 
will be pleased to see Lhat Kissinger 
is not associated with any new 
policy towards our region... we are 
still suffering from the disasters and 
mistakes of Henry Kissinger.” 

He said he had refused to receive 
Kissinger during his recent private 
Jour of the Middle East, adding, 
“The new administration continues 
to dissociate itself from Henry Kis- 
singer and refused to give his lour 
any importance." 

Hussein was quoted as saying he 
was optimistic and that he expected 
satisfactory developments during 
Ronald Reagan’s term of office. 
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CABINET FOR EARLY POLL 


FACE 2 


(Continued from page I) 

that he would recommend a dale in 
June or early July, which will mean 
Hint the government will have ser- 
ved out u full four-year term. 

Labour and Social Affairs 
Minister Israel Kutz told The 
Jerusalem Post later that his 
Democratic Movement hud been 
ihe final .catalyst for early elections, 
bv means' of its' private meinh.-r'-. 
bill Mr Knesset dissolution, tabled 
by MK Biiiy am in Halevi. 

Begin agreed with soma Herut 
stalwarts, led by Housing Minister 
David Levy, that the government 
could hang on until November. He 
agreed it is unlikely that the opposi- 
tion vvould have managed to bring 
the government down in a vote of 
no-confidence, but said that he docs 
not want to have to depend on "a 
narrow unstable majority and to be 
subject to the goodwill, whims and 
moods" of the six non-Likud MKs 
who are needed to keep the govern- 
ment afloat. He udded thut the 
Democratic Movement (a coalition 
member) by initialing its own early 
elections bill, had shown the dif- 
ficulty the government would 
nave in trying to curry on until 
November. 

Begin recommended lhat the fac- 
tion pass the ball to the cabinet, 
because the Likud's coalition 
partners should also lake part in the 
decision to hold early elections. 

The prime minister said that the 
Likud need not fear elections. "We 
will come to the voters with a long 
list of achievements, first of which is 

Li 1 . a f ler 30 ycars ° r Wor and 

bloodshed, we were the first ad- 
ministration to have successfully 
concluded a peace agreement with 
a neighbouring country. This is no 
trivial thing. This must be stressed 
over and over to the votes, who 
tend lo forget this in their everyday 
lives. We have a long list of other 
achievements, as well, and by stress- 
ing them we can bring about a 
change in the mood and opinion of 
the populace," Begin .declarejL— ^ — 
Menahem Savidor, of the Uberal 
rarty, recommended that the 
LiKud concentrate its election ef- 
forts on putting together a reliable 
leadership team, and on legislating 
an amendment to current reaula- 

m < ?n ? . Whlch wou,d allow lhe prime 

firc any of his ministers. 

it this is done, the Likud can tell 


voters that the poor internal dis- 
cipline of its government is a thins 
of the past. People do not want j 
return to the Alignment, but per- 
sonalities these days are more 
powerful than platforms." Savidor 
maintained. 

La am and Herut MKs stressed 
Hie need in unify the Likud into j 
• -single political -entity- in place of the 
present loose confederation t-i 
dependent parties. 

Agriculture Minister Ariel 
Sharon, who at last week’s cabinet 
session was more forceful and elo- 
quent than any of his colleagues at 
arguing that the coalition should 
carry on until November, had J 
private meeting with Begin on Fri- 
day. 

Sharon is believed to have 
reiterated hi? view that the coalition 
needs every day [t cun gel. to create 
more and firmer settlements in 
Judeu. Samaria and Ciuza, 

He is reported to bvfievc that 
Begin could, if he wi shed, ih row his 
weight on the side of the handful of 
ministers who want to keep the 
coalition going till November. 
Begin is understood to have replied 
that he would ponder Sharon’s 
point of view until this last Sunday's 
cabinet meeting. 

The National Religious Party, a 
major partner in the coalition. Iasi 
week took a cautious line on the 
question of early elections. The 
parly’s executive adopted a vague 
resolution, whereby the party's 
ministers would decide on the mat- 
ter in consultation with the premier 
and the heads of the coalition. If 
was phrased so as to leave all op- 
lions open. 

The meeting also marked the first 
public falling out between Educa- 
tion Minister Zevulun Hammer and 
Knesset faction head Yehuda Ben- 
Meir, co-founders ofJ&c-paM 
youth circles, ji^rfflhisler was 
amenabkjj>--fcffeping the govern- 
mgiu-'gtfing until November, with 
nen-Meir pushing for early elec- 
tions. 

In the Liberal Party, although the 
executive adopted no definite 
resolution on the election issue last 
week, the consensus was that an 
early poll was unavoidable. 

Compiled from reports by Sarah 
Honig, Asher \Val\f\sh, Mark Segal 
and Aaron SlUner . . 
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Restraint urged after murder of Beduin MK 


By YOEL DAR 
and ROBERT ROSENBERG 
Jerusalem Post Reporters 
Police at the weekend were 
holding six suspects in the killing on 
January 12 or Sheikh Hamad Abu 
Rabia, the Beduin Knesset Member 
representing the opposition 
Alignment-affiliated United Arab 
List. 

The Sheikh was shot to death in 
his car at night outside Jerusa- 
lem's Holyland Hotel, where he 
stayed when he was in the city to 
attend Knesset sittings. 

The assassin fired five bullets at 
close range, apparently from the 
Belgin-made pistol that was found 
by police in bushes on the hotel 
lawn. 

The slaying immediately 
prompted investigators to suspect 
that politics were behind the 
murder — the first ever of a 
Member of Knesset — and precau- 
tions were taken against nn out- 
break of violence between the Be- 
■ duin and other minority groups in 
: ih'c co.untry. Calls for restraint 
were made by political leaders. 


By YOEL DAR 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. — Druse MK, Sheikh 
Jaber Muadi, said last week that he 
is prepared to face police question- 
ing on the murder or his United 
Arab List colleague, Beduin MK 
Sheikh Hamad Ahu Rabia. 

But lie appealed to the police to 
widen the scope or their investiga- 
tion. and seek motives other than 
Beduin-Druse rivalry. 

Much of the police investigation 
into the death ol Sheikh Abu Rabia 
has centred on Sheikh M uadi's 
Druse followers in Galilee, who are 
believed to Tfave -resented' SheEkh 
Abu Rabia's refusal to vacate his 
Knesset seat to the Druse leader in 
accordance with a rotation agree- 
ment between the two men. 

The arrest of several residents or 
his home village, Yirka. has sad- 
dened Muadi, but the 61-yeur-old 
sheikh remains satisfied that justice 
will be done as long as the case is 


It was noted lhat the Beduin 
sheikh had recently been involved 
in a bitter dispute with another 
leader of the United Arab List, 
Druse Sheikh Jaber Muadi, of the 
Galilee village of Yirka. 

Sheikh Muadi had argued that 
Sheikh Abu Rabia should have 
resigned his Knesel seat and turned 
it to him under a rotation agreement 
in force within (he United Arab 
List. Muadi had reportedly claimed 
that Abu Rabia had sworn a solemn 
oath on a copy of the Koran that he 
would gve up his seat. 

But, after filing suit in Tel Aviv 
District Court, the judges ruled that 
the rotation agreement was not 
legally binding, and Abu Rabia 
remained as a Member of Knesset. 

Sheikh Muadi, who is now ex- 
pected to fill the vacant Knesset 
scat, said he and Abu Rabia had 
observed a formal sulha (reconcilia- 
tion rite) ill the Labour Party con- 
vention in Tel Aviv last month. 

Two brothers, detained at a 
routine roadblock outside Jenin in 
the West Bank a few hours after the 
slaying, were remanded by the 


Jerusalem Magistrates Court. 

The brothers,' one of whom is a 
lieutenant in the Israeli army, were 
stopped in their military jeep, and 
have become prime suspects in 
the slaying of Sheikh Abu Rabia. 

Jerusalem Magistrates Court 
judge Miriam Naor issued an in- 
junction against publishing any 
details that could identify the two. 

On Thursday, police arrested the 
elder brother of the two suspects, a 
35-year-old employee of the Israeli 
military government in the Nablus 
(West Bank) area. 

Four other suspects were picked 
up by police. 

Tension was felL in the Galilee, 
where there are heavy concentra- 
tions of Druse. In Nazareth, Sheikh 
Muadi — who will automatically 
succeed Abu Rabiu in the Knesset 
— said he was "very sorry to return 
to the Knesset in such sad circum- 
stunccs.” He added that Abu 
Rabia's assassination had shocked 
und suddened him very much. 

Muadi stayed home most of last 
week under a heavy guard made up 
of his clansmen and followers. 


Police also patrolled the Sheikh’s 
village of Yirka. 

Abu Rabia was not well-known 
in the North, where most of Israel's 
Arabs live. For many years some 
Arab groups attacked him because 
of his moderate political stance. 
Recently, however, they described 
him as a hero. 

Police were also not ruling out 
the possibility that the murderer 
may have been a Beduin dissatisfied 
with the financial settlement Abu 
Rabia had negotiated for the Be- 
duin lands in the Negev which the 
government is expropriating for 
construction of the new airbases at 
Tel Malhata. 

Thousands of mourners from all 
over Israel attended the funeral of 
Sheikh Abu Rabia, who was buried 
in Kuseifa, near Arad, the centre of 
the Abu Rabia tribe in the Negev. 

Among more than 10,000 mour- 
ners were President Yitzhak Navon, 
Knesset Speaker Yitzhak Berman, 
ministers. Knesset members and 
Jewish and Arab mayors. 

Navon delivered the only grave- 
side eulogy. He said: ”We arc ac- 


Muadi: ‘Police can question me on murder’ 


left to the police and the courts. He 
is less certain of the Beduin, 
however. 

"One thing I demand from the 
Beduin. ntv old friends, is that they 
wail and see and refrain from taking 
any hasty or impulsive decisions." 
lie’ told The Jerusalem Post Iasi 
week. "Maybe their sheikh was 
murdered in a Negev land dispute." 
he suggested, noting also that (he 
PLO had claimed responsibility for 
ihe murder 

MumJ] .scornfully rejected any 
suggestion lhat he himself might be 
implicated. "Is if worth killing 
somebodv just to become a Knesset 
Member "for three of four months?" 
he asked. "Believe me, I find the 
whole thing abhorrent. Sometimes I 
feel that politics have become dis- 
gusting. and I am ready to yield my 
Knesset scat — but not to the Tourlh 
candidate (Sheikh Mohammad 
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Sheikh Muadi 


Hussein Ghadir of Bir al-Maksur in 
Galilee), who is also a Beduin." 

"The police have the right lo in- 
vestigate anyone," he continued, 
"including mvself." 

Sheikh Muadi. the father of seven 


sons and three daughters, is not a 
new face cither in the Knesset or in 
the community. 

In the 1 948 War of 
Independence, he fought on the 
side of the fledgling Jewish state 
against the Arnb armies in Galilee. 
He was elected to the Knesset for 
the first time in 1952. and was re- 
elected on five subsequent occa- 
sions. In the 1960s he became 
Israel's First minority deputy 
minister, first to Communication;. 
Minister Shimon Peres and later in 
—the I97us to Agriculture Minister 
Aharon Uzan. 

In 1977, Muadi formed the 
United Arab List, affiliated to the 
Labour Alignment, with Seif c-Din 
Zuabi and Abu Rabia. But the list 
received only one seal in the elec- 
tions that year, and the members of 
the list agreed to rotate it between 
them. 


companying a Knesset Member and 
loyal friend on his last journey with 
a heavy heart und deep shock... 
Although the path he followed in 
forwarding the Beduin cause was 
not eHsy, he did it with dedication 
and loyalty, both to his tribe and his 
country.” 

Navon ended his speech with an 
Arab sentence: "We ask for shelter 
and help from God," and urged 
everyone to be pntient until police 
discover the murderer. 

Labour Party chairman Shimon 
Peres. Deputy Prime Minister 
Simha Ehrlich and MK Moshe 
Dayan spoke to reporters after the 
funeral. 

Peres praised Abu Rabia's 
dedication to Ihe Beduin cause and 
recalled that he was the first Beduin 
in the Labour Party. 

Ehrlich expressed the govern- 
ment’s shock and grief at the mur- 
der. and Dayan said Abu Rabia had 
been u close personal friend. 
Although he never gave up his 
Beduin heritage and way ol life, 
Dayan said, Abu Rabia diu much to 
raise the Beduin standard of living 
and education. 


Zuabi served firet, and made way for 
Abu Rabia alter a year. But when 
Abu Rabia's turn came to make way 
for Muadi. he refused, claiming that 
the problems facing his people in 
the Negev as a result of the IDF's 
redeployment there made it 
imperative that he stay on. Muadi 
sued, but tile court rejected the suit. 

Muadi insisted that he had subse- 
quent!} forgiven his Beduin rival 
and that the twn men were on good 
terms at the time of his death 

His own approach to life is 
governed bv a profound fatalism "I 
have smelled death in nn life.' he 
told The Post "At least one million 
bullets have been filed at me. and Jt 
least 20 times my tar has been over- 
turned. And each time I have es- 
caped unscathed." 

"Hui when your turn arrives." he 
concluded, "a thousand guards can- 
not save your life.'" 

For all' that, he is never without 
his pistol — even before Abu 
Rabia's death. 


About-face on sackings puts El AI back in air 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
El Ai was back in the air last 
weekend after a shortlived strike of 
all the company's employees 
sparked by the sacking of the staff 
committee of the maintenance 
workers. The strike ended when the 
chairman of El Al’s board, Avraham 
Shavit, withdrew the dismissal 
notices at Lhe urging of the 
economic cabinet. 

The sacking of the staff commit- 
tee members brought a threat of 
widespread strikes in other sectors 
of the economy. Leaders of a 
number of large groups of workers 
threatened lo bring the economy to 
a standstill unless the El Al men 
were reinstated. 

The dispute broke out early last 
week when 600 maintenance 
workers went on a wildcat strike in 
protest against a retrenchment 
agreement intended to enable the 
airline to overcome its financial 
problems. Shavit soon afterwards 
dismissed the six staff committee 
members who had called the strike, 
and this brought the El AI shut- 
down, which lasted about 24 hours. 

The management's un- 
precedented move in dismissing 
staff committee members stunned 
airline employees. The controversy 
specifically was over sending groups 
of workers on three-month unpaid 


lenve. The enforced leave, to which 
the workers had agreed last month, 
was designed to avoid the need to 
fire 700 workers by December 31. 

The management had agreed to 
the leave plan, recommended by the 
Histadrut labour federation, 
because it expected many workers 
would look for alternative employ- 
ment rather than return to their jobs 
at the end of the three months. 
However. Lhe maintenance men 
said the enforced leave would afTect 
only 224 maintenance workers this 
year. The burden should fall equally 
on all 600 maintenance men, they 
argued, calling Tor one-month man- 
datory leave for all workers. 

The initial strike of maintenance 
men ended after four hours in 
response to a request by Tel Aviv 
Labour Court Judge Nehemla 
Goodman. 

Nevertheless, El Al vice- 
president for manpower Avraham 
Bartal served the six staff commit- 
tee members letters stating: "Your 
dismissal goes into effect im- 
mediately...you are to leave the air- 
port and the airlines installations.” 
The management also filed suit 
against the workers For IS 150,000 to 
cover damages caused by the wild- 
cat strike. 

The line maintenance workers 
huve been among the more militant 
workers in El Al. Scores or workers 
in stained blue and white overalls 



Transport Minister Haim Landau... 
tough statement. 

crowded into the airline s posh 
wood-panelled conference room for 
a healed confrontation with EJ Al 
board chairman Avraham Shavit at 
2 p.m. They insisted lhat he 
withdraw the dismissal letters, and 
threaienend a general strike by 4 
p.m. 

But Shavit was adamant in his 
refusal to agree to their demand, 
saying that It was impossible that 
workers could shut down an airline 
with u wuve of the hand. 

It was then that all the workers 
went on strike. 

Transport Minister Haim Landau 


on Friday rejected the compromises 
El Al’s management had reached 
with its workers and the Histadrut 
over the airline's retrenchment 
plan. He announced that the 
government will not fulfil its vital 
role in the revival plan unless the 
original programme is 
implemented. 

One highly placed source, who 
asked not to be identified, told The 
Jerusalem Post the minister's state- 
ment brought El Al's closure a step 
nearer, since the workers are not 
likely to accept the minister's de- 
mands. But other sources — in El 
Al and the Histadrut — ■ said Lqndau 
could be overruled. 

Landau's announcement ap- 
peared to pull the rug from un- 
derneath the painstakingly 
negotiated compromise signed Iasi 
month between management nnd 
staff on how to, revive the debt- 
ridden airline. | 

He insisted Lhat El Al’s revival 
must be implemented only in accor- 
dance with Lhe ^original plan ap- 
proved by the cabinet's decision of 
November 30, 1980. noting that 
“fuilure to implement the original 
revival plan will prevent the govern- 
ment from helping El Al.” 

"At a time millions of shekels are 
being cut fropi th£ defence budget,” 


Landau’s statement continued, 
"when thousands of workers are be- 
ing fired from the (defence) es- 
tablishment. when there is no 
budget for warm meals for the 
children of families in distress, it is 
inconceivable that the public will 
pay out of its own pocket millions of 
shekels to cover El Al's debts and 
subsidize each of its employees to 
the tune of IS1 50.000." 

The government's main criticism 
is that management gave in on 
reducing "the staff by 585 by the end 
oF 1980 and by another 115 by the 
end of 1981 as stipulated in the 
original revival plan. Instead of out- 
right dismissals, it accepted a 
Histadrut proposal that 700 
employees go on three months un- 
paid ieave. Management argued 
many would be forced to find alter- 
native jobs and will not return after 
the ninety-day period, but the 
government claimed the workers 
had enough Leave days coming to 
them to be nble to weather the 
storm. Thus, it claims, next year F- 
Al will still huve 700 redundant 
workers. / 

Although most navel agents tried 
to calm their clients, iind.-fb per- 
suade them that El Al>ill soot 
resume normal senjafes. many 
Israeli and foreign passenger* in- 
sisted on being transferred to other 
airlines. / 
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Polish visitors impressed 
by ‘new image’ of Israel 


By ERNIE MEYER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The vice-chairman of the Jiinusz 
Korczak Society, whose inter- 
national executive convened in 
Israel for the first lime last week, 
said that the reaction of the Polish 
members was enormously 
favourable. (During World War II. 
Korczak. although offered his 
freedom, chose to accompany his 
Jewish children wards to the gas 
chambers.) 

"Their negative image of Israel is 
changing, and they nrc not slow in 
expressing this," said the official. 
Raphael Scharf. of London. 

Seharf, a native of Poland, ex- 
plained that the Poles saw here for 
the first time a type of Jew that the 
older ones had never known and 
that the younger ones had no oppor- 
tunity to ineel since Poland severed 
relations with Israel in 1967 after 
the Six Day Wur. 

Seharf was especially impressed 
by a reception attended by Educa- 
tion Minister Zcvulun Hammer, 
who is acting minister for religious 
affairs. 

"The scene was almost sur- 


realistic, with clerics of ail 
denominations in their colourful at- 
tire, mixing in harmony,” said 
Seharf. 

"The reception gave me a 
marvellous feeling of 
ecumenicality, " he continued, 
describing how Arab and Druse 
religious leaders, Sephardi Chief 
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef and Polish con- 
vent sisters met with the members 
of the executive. 

Several of the visitors were asked 
how they came to be active in their 
local Korczak societies. 

“My parents died in Maidanek, 
and this is my monument to them," 
said Helene Lecalol, of Paris. 
Lccnlot. the secretary-general of 
the executive, worked with Korczak 
in Poland in 1933 and 1934. 

Although the Israel society was 
founded 30 years ago, groups only 
began to spring up elsewhere In 
1979, Korczak's centenary. 

There are now chapters in 
Poland. Russiu, Czechoslovakia, 
Bulgaria. Hungary. East and West 
Germany, the U.S., England, 
France, Italy, Sweden, Denmark, 
Australia and Brazil. 
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UN begins mutilation inquiry 

D . n X * 




Two hippopotamuses enjoy a poolside meal at Ramat Gan’s Safari Park as visitors, both winged 
and motorized, observe the park surroundings. The hippos seem to have adjusted to life in the 
park, after their reluctance several months ago to move from the Tel Aviv zoo. hppai 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
METULLA. — A special UN mis- 
sion arrived Snturdny at the UN 
base in Nakoiira in South Lebanon, 
to begin nn inquiry into allegations 
made by Dutch UN I FI L troops that 
Israeli soldiers mutilated the bodies 
of five terrorists killed in a clash last 
month. 

The team was appointed by UN 
secretary-general Kurt Waldheim 
and is headed by Brig.-General 0. 
W aide nst roe m of Sweden, presently 
commander oF the UN observers in 
India and Pakistan. Other members 
of the team are Colonel 0. Karanka 


of Finland and Lt.-Col. B.D. Hanlv 
of Canada. 

The three will question the Dutch 
soldiers who made the allegations. 

Last week, the bodies of the five 
terrorists killed on December 25 
near Haniia were exhumed for ex- 
amination. The chief pathologist of 
Haifa s Rambam Hospital, who 
headed the examination, said that 
there were no signs or mutilation. 

The bodies had been removed to 
Israel after it became apparent that 
nobody in South Lebanon was 
willing to bury them. 


Emanuel Celler, friend of Israel, 92 


Jerusalem Post StafT 
Emanuel Celler, former Brooklyn 
congressman and one of the key 
supporters of Israel in the US 

,o^r ess 'WO’s and 

1960 s, died m his Brooklyn 
home last week at_the age of 92 . 

Celler served 50 years in Con- 
gress under nine presidents, of these 
22 tears us chairman of the House 
Judiciary Committee. 

He was born in Brooklyn on May 
6. 1888, graduated from Columbia 
University Law School, and entered 
Congress in 1923. He was in the 
forefront of the battle against racial 


prejudice and bigotry, and was one 
or the sponsors of the Wright- 
Complon resolution which urged 
Great Britain to open the doors of 
Palestine after the fall of Nazi Ger- 
many. 

He said in an interview once (hat 
the most memorable moment in his 
life was when he stood beside 
Truman as the U.S. president 
telephoned the Israeli ambassador 
to the U.S. to say: "I have the 
honour of recognizing Israel as an 
independent sovereign stale." 

Celler was defeated in the 1972 
Democratic primary. 


Maccabi hoopsters 
second in Europe 

Post Sports Reporter 
TEL AVJV. — Tel Aviv Maccabi’s 
99-90 win over Den Bosch, the 
Dutch basketball champions, on 
Thursday night puts them in second 
place among the six clubs in the 
European Cup finals group. 
S mu dyne Bologna head the group 
with three wins from three games 
following their 92-85 home win over 
Bosna Sarajevo. 

Tel Aviv Maccabi now have two 
wins and one loss, the same as Real 
Madrid, who beat Tska Moscow 
104-80 on Thursday night. But Mac- 
cabins next four games will all be 
outside of Israel. 

This Thursday, Maccabi ‘play in 
Sarajevo, The following Wednesday 
and Thursday Maccabi play two 
successive games against Tska, both 
m Brussels, because the Russian 
champions refuse to play in Tel 
Aviv or host Maccabi in Moscow, 

Rugby tourists win 

Post Sports Reporter 
YIZRE’EL. — The SHA Buenos 
Aires youth team beat the national 
under- 18 rugby XV by 18-3 here 
Saturday, in the first junior rugby - 
test match ever held in Israel. It was 

Argentinian tourists fourth suc- 
cess in as many matches here. 


Charge sheet against minister 


Nearly six months to the day after 
the eruption of the Abuhatzeira af- 
fair, State Attorney Gavriel Bach 
on Friday filed charges against the 
Religious Affairs Minister. Aharon 
Abuhatzeira. 

The charge sheet, which was 
deposited with the Jerusalem Dis- 
trict Court, constitutes the first case 
o( a serving cabinet minister being 
charged with a criminal offence. 

Most of the six months between 
the start of the affair and Friday’s 
legal action were taken up by the 
police investigation into the 
ministry, the varied attempts to 
have the state prosecution drop the 
charges, and the formal request for 
the removal of Abuhalzcira’s 
parliamentary immunity in the 
Knesset House Committee. Im- 
munity was finally lifted by a vole or 
the Knesset plenum lust week. 

Charged together with Ahuluil- 
zeiru with taking bribes from three 
religious institutions in Bnci Bruk is 
the minister’s nidc, Moshc Gahni. 
Two heads of the institutions con- 
cerned, one of them n rabbi, are 
charged with paying the brihes. 

. "The crux of the charges are that 
in conversations between Abuhal- 
zeira and the former mayor of Bnei 
Brak, Yisrael Gottlieb, held in the 
latter part of 1978 and in 1979, it 
was ugreed that Gottlieb would give 
Abuhatzeira sums of money as 


kickbacks for the latter's approval 
of increased financial aid for thr 
religious institutions. The charge 
sheet claims that Abuhatzeira in- 
structed Gottlieb, who in addition 
lu heing mayor of Bnci Brak was 
also a member of the minister's 
political faction, to make Ihe 
technical arrangements for pay men! 
ol ihe kickbacks with his aide 
Moshe Gahai. 

The institutions in question arc 
nunicd as the Spinka and Vjzhniiz 
yeshivol and the Moreshct Yahadut 
Tciman. 

The charge sheet alleges that, on 
the basis of the above arrangement, 
the Spiiika yeshivn had its financial 
aid increased by an outright grant 
from the ministry of IL 50 ,Q 0 l)and 
received a ILI million loan from 
the MiFal Hnpuyis lottery. In 
return, the director of the yeshiva, 
Zvi Herman i 'niehter, is alleged to 
have paid at least I L225.000 in cash 
to Gottlieb in kickbacks during the 
course of 1979. 

It is further claimed that in Sip- 
lemher 1979 the minister approved 
n grant of ILI m. to the Vizhnitz 
yeshivn in Bnei Brak and that the 
director of the Vizhnitz institutions 
in that city, Shmucl Dnskel, a mem- 
ber of the town council, paid 
I L 250.000 in kickbacks to Gottlieb 
for transmission to Abuhatzeira. 

I Ka filer report page 9.) 


IN MEMORIAM 

Honorable EMANUEL CELLER 

Member of Congress for fifty consecutive years, 

Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, 

Dean of the House of Representatives, 

\ noted humanitarian and outstanding American, 

National Chairman, American Red Magen David for 

Israel, 

supph^t arm of MDA, Israel's Red Cross Bervice. 
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With deep sorrow we mourn the passing of 
Congressman 

EMANUEL CELLER 

(New York) 

National Chairman of the 
American Red Magen Davjd-^orTsraeL 
Leader and Guide of MegfrT" David Adorn and 
of American and World Jewry 

We share the grief with the family and ARMDI 

MAGEN DAVID ADOM IN ISRAEL . 
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THE ECONOMY 


Price rises widened social gap 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
The social gap continued to 
widen last year, as it has for several 
years now, according to figures 
released on Thursday by the Central 
Bureau of Statistics. 

The figures showed that the con- 
sumer price index rose 6 per cent in 
December and 132.9 per cent in 
1980. They revealed significant dif- 
ferences between the ways price 
rises affected different income 
groups, particularly when owner- 
occupied housing costs are dis- 
counted. 


The consumer price index 
without this housing component 
rose by [40.8 per cent last year for 
the population as a whole. But for 
the iowest-income decile (one- 
tenth) of the population, it rose 
147,8 per cent, compared with only 
135.6 per cent for the top decile. 

In 1979 the equivalent figures 
were: for the entire population, 

1 00.5 per cent ; for the lowest decile. 
108.2 per cent; and' for the top 
decile. 95.6 per cent. 

Real net earninps, after com- 
pulsory tax deductions, fell 9 per 


Dry Bones 


'Did 4 o 0 

wm^<= 

toeujs?' 


QurmMS! V 





that 

M£AtO UJ6 

pur 

ZSR06S 
BACK OM 
.THE M0U6M 


Threatened workers protest 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

Some 5iKl workers faced with the 
loss of their jobs this month at a ma- 
jor textile plant in Ofukim, a 
development (own in the south of 
Israel, tried to storm the Prime 
Minister’* Office in Jerusalem on 
Wednesday of last week. Four 
protesters were arrested, then later 
released, but police said that 
charges would be pressed. 

• -I n response to the riot, which was 
preceded by a demonstration at the 
Knesset, Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Tourism Gideon Patt 
decided to find ways to pull the Of- 
Ar plant out of us financial dif- 
ficulties. The textile plant was slated 
to close. Ministry officials also an- 
nounced steps to relieve the un- 
employment problems facing Afula, 
in the north of the country.. 

The Ofakim workers received a 
permit to demonstrate only outside 
the Knesset. Afterwards, they 


marched io the Prime Minister’s Of- 
fice. where police said they turned 
unrul). 

From his window, Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin watched the inci- 
dent in which the police used 
horses, batons and tcargas to pre- 
vent the workers from storming the 
building. 

According to some of the 
demonstrators, police provoked the 
violence. However, Jerusalem 
police said that there would have 
been no violence if the workers had 
remained within the bounds of their 
demonstration permit. 

In related news, hundreds of un- 
employed people in the Galilee city 
of Safad demonstrated against the 
lack of work and lay-offs. 

Safad Labour Council secretary 
Yosef Sagiv said that an- 
other 150 persons will soon be out 
of work when the Har Meron 
poultry slaughter house closes. 


cent in 1980. 

The differences between the in- 
dex rise for the various income 
groups are duemainly to the steep 
rises in the cost of food, public tran- 
sport, and householding, all of 
which make up a large part of the 
total expenditure of the lower in- 
come groups. 

The consumer price index rise or 
6 per cent in December brought the 
total index rise for 1980 to 132.9 per 
cent — the highest ever for a single 
calendar year. In 1979, the index 
rose 11.4 per cent. 

Exports up 

Exports reached $5,326 billion in 
1980, according to figures published 
last week by the Central Bureau of 
Slut i sties. 

Exports rose, in current dollar 
terms, by 22.4 per cent in 1980 over 
the previous year. 

The main increase was in in- 
dustrial exports which reached 
$3. 299b „ a 30 per cent increase over 
the previous year. Diamond exports 
grew by 15 per cent and reached 
SI .41b. Agricultural exports rose by 
4 per cent, reaching $576m. 

The growth of industrial exports 
reflects increases in all major in- 
dustrial fields, including mines and 
quarries (50 per cent), textiles and 
clothing (41 per cent), chemicals, 
rubber nnd plastics (36 per cent), 
wood and paper (32 per cent) and 
metals and electronics (22 per cent). 

In diamonds, there was an 8 per 
cent growth in the volume of ex- 
ports which reached 2.326 million 
carats. 

In agriculture, there was a 3 per 
cent drop in citrus exports and u 10 
per cent increase in exports of fresh 
produce. 

ligures lor the first lime mo tubs 
of 1 980 show that exports rose in 
volume by 7 per cent compared to 
the same period in 1979. This repre- 
sents the actual growth in exports 
after the deduction of dollar infla- 
tion. 

Apart from diamonds, industrial 
exports by volume rose by 14 per 
cent during this period and 
agricultural exports fell (in volume) 
by 10 per cent. 

In 1979 total exports rose in 
volume by 2.4 per cent and in- 
dustrial exports (without diamonds) 
by 9 per cent. 

Ex-head of Shin Bet 
joins Bank Hapoalim 

TEL AVIV. — Avraham Ahiluv, 
who recently retired after six years 
as head of the General Security Ser- 
vices (Shin Bet), has joined Bank 
Hapoalim. 

It was announced that he will 
soon assume his executive post, 
r responsible for the departments 
dealing with the bank’s premises 
l and equipment, including the 
i purchasing and operation of equip- 
ment and construction projects. 


It’s official: Israel TV can broadcast in colour 


By JUDY SIEGEL t 

In his first official decision since 1 
joining the cabinet, Communica- 
tions Minister Yoram Aridor last 1 

week authorized the Broadcasting t 

Authority to stop craning the colour > 

from its imported shows — nnd to ! 

produce its muny of its own i 

programmes in colour as it can 
without adding to the expenditures ] 
of TV House. i 

Israel TV thus becomes “the last 
TV station in the free world to { 

change to colour," said Broad- t 

casting Authority director-general i 

Yosef Lapid. Greece and Portugul t 
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abandoned black -and- while 
transmissions last year. 

Until now, the Israeli government 
has resisted all attempts to in- 
troduce colour TV, claiming it 
would lead to u spurt in private con- 
sumption as Israelis scurry to buy 
costly colour TV receivers. 

Aridor asserted that more than 90 
per cent of all TV sets purchused to- 
day are colour receivers. 

Lapid added that colour sets 
comprise 25 per cent of all the 
televisions in the country and that it 
is impossible to fight the trend 
towards buying colour sets because 


many of (he 10-year-old sets bought 
when TV began in Israel now are 
being replaced. 

Lapid added that he hoped that 
merennnis would not exploit the an- 
ticipated higher demand for colour 
sets by raising prices, which are 
already several times higher than 
those in Europe and the U.S. 
because or the high customs duty. 

The Central Bureau of Statistics 
last week released figures showing a 
19 per cent decline in the number of 
television sets sold in the first nine 
months of 1980, compared to the 
previous year. 
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FOREIGN RESIDENTS, TOURISTS 
NEW IMMIGRANTS, 

ISRAELIS RESIDING ABROAD 
RETURNING RESIDENTS 

You want the moBt for your money. You will get it if you open 
a free foreign currency account at the Discount Bank. 

You will enjoy 

* High interest based on Eurocurrency rates 

* Interest free of Israel income tax 

* Funds freely transferable, anywhere, any lime 

* Exemption from estate duties on non resident 
accounts 

Short on time? Send in the coupon below and we’ll send you 
full details and application forms. You can do all your banking 
by mail, too. 

Interesting, isn’t it? 

This advertisement ia not applicable to and ti not directed it residents of 
countries in which callckitlons of deposits are not permitted by law. 

And reman her 1 You are always welcome el our New York brsnch 
et 311, Fifth Areaee, Tel. (212) 331-8300 

i ISRAEL DISCOUNT RANK 

240 branches In Israel 14 branches and offices abroad 

New York: 511, Fifth Avenue, Tel. (212)661-5500 

ISRAEL DISCOUNT BANK LTD. 

Tourist Center ft Main Foreign Exehanps Brsnch 
Ifl Menu SIm comer 71 Ben Yehuda 8L 
Tel A vlv — Telephone (03)247278 

Please Mnd me: 

□ intanneilcmon^ l,, * ,,du * 1 Free Foreign Currency aaeounts end Banning by Hen aarvwa. 

□ joint 

□ Your quarterly publication: BUSINESS REVIEW AND ECONOMIC NEWS FROM ISRAEL 

□ Your booklet TRAVELLING TlPB FOR TOURISTS IN ISRAEL. 


Addrau 

3 ibIuiQ For »ign Reddeni or Touilel □ New Immigrant or Temporary ReKdant 

D iliasii reaming abroad □ RaUi rrtng Reildeni 
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Beginner, Intermediate & Advanced Classes 
To Begin Feb. 1,1981 

Weekday Mornings, Evenings 8« Sundays 
FEATURING EXPERT TEACHERS, HEBREW CLUB 
ISRAELI PROGRAMS & SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

Call or wrlia lor Schedule & Fees 

ULPAN CENTER 

515 Park Ave. (80th St.) New York, N.Y. 10022 Tel. (212) PL 2-0600 
Sponsored By WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 

ULPAN CENTER 


It's great to haue 
a friend meet you 
at the airport ... 

. . . we'll be waiting for you. 

THIS WEEK IN ISRAEL, free at Ban Gurion Airport and all 
major hotels. 
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[ CENTRAL HOTEL 
JERUSALEM 
High Blend aid — 
Fair Prices 
Located in Clly Cen- 
tre near shopping end 
t Hoty Pieces. Kosher 
'^Restaurant an 
if premises. Traditional 
y aitnotphore. 

1 6 Pines Sl. Jaiuaelom 
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the political week 


Haig cautious on M.E. stand 

ecretary of STaTF. — — . 


SECRETARY OF STATE- 
designate Alexander Haig was not 
asked many questions about Israel 
and the Middle East during his 
many hours of often gruelling con- 
firmation hearings before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 
ice. However, he was questioned 
enough about the Arab- Israeli con- 
mei to provide some initial insighi 
1,1,0 "hut his approach will be when 
he takes office. 

VVhat quickly became apparent, 
during Haig's brief exchanges with 
the senators, was his cautious in- 
clination to follow in the footsteps 
of his predecessors, as far as the 
Middle East is concerned. This 
signalled both good and bad news 
for Israel. 

Thus, the former NATO com- 
mander expressed strong support 
for the Camp David peace process, 
even going so far as to heap warm 
praise on President Jimmy Carter 
for negotiating it. At the same time, 
he also reassured Saudi Arabia and 
other Arabs that he supported 
Carter's controversial 1978 
"package" sale of 60 F-15 fighter 
bombers to the Saudis. “I would 
have been in favour of it had I been 
asked," he said. , 

One of the first issues on Haig's 
agenda, assuming that his nomina- i 
lion is confirmed by the Senate, will I 
be Saudi Arabia’s pressing demand s 
tor advanced accessories designed t 

to increase the planes’ fire-power t 

and range. There is no final word 
yet about the incoming administrn- u 
non s attitude toward the Saudi re- f 

quests for the bomb rucks and fuel b 

tanks. l 



By WOLF BLITZER 
Post Washington Correspondent 

Israel's right to exist and UN 
Resolutions 242 and 338. Haig reaf- 
firmed that commitment. 

But the refusal to open public 
contacts with the PLO has not 
prevented the organization from 
operating “information” offices in 
New York and Washington. Some 
o its officials have received entry 
visas for lecture tours. ^ 

Under U.S, law, such limited 
rLU operations would be barred if 
the Stale Department ruled that the 
organization was ‘Terrorist,” but of- 
ficials during the Carter administra- 
ion, repeatedly refused to do so] 
Instead, they insisted that only 
elements’ within the PLO were 
terrorists, not the organization as u- 
whole. 


THE SEC RETA RY-dcsignate 

deeply disappointed many pro- 
Isr j cl activists bv h is com me n is on 
the Palest i ne Liberation Organiza- 
tion. Given Reagan's sharp com- 
ments agamsi t he PLO both during 
and after the election campaign. 
5 an > American Jewish 
Republicans had come lo expect 
that the new ad min ist ration would 
nunc quickly and decisively to out- 
Liu all PLO activities in the U.S 
Haig implied that this will not he so. 

Since 1975, the U.S. haspromised 
Israel that there will be no negotia- 
tions with or recognition of the PLO 
as long as it refuses to accept 


REAGAN SCORED many points 
among Isrucl's friends during the 
campaign by takinga clear-cut posi- 
tion ngainsl the PLO. “President 
Cnrter refuses to brand the PLO as 
a terrorist organization,” he told the 
B nai B’rith in September. “I have 
no hesitation in doing so." 

And after his election, he 
repealed that statement at his first 
formal news conference. "Yes." he 

S k ^ n to 11 l l Ues, i° n - "J think 
the PLO has proven that it is u 
terrorist organization," 

When Senator Pressler brought 
up those statements during the con- 
firmation hearing, it would have 
been easy for Haig merely to stand 
by them. But he had apparently 
been well briefed on the nuances in- 
volved. His answer, consistent with 
earlier U.S. policy, difieremiated 
between various elements of the 

But. he balanced his remarks 
by noting that he could think of 
nothing that might more “profound- 
ly undercut" President Sadat's 
peace initiative and U.S. credibility 
around the world than unilaterally 
to invite the PLO into the negotia- 
tions. 

When asked about Israel’s 
strategic importance to the U.S. and 
the expected levels of future U.S. 
economic and military assistance to 


Israel, Haig was deliberately vague 
in his response. "1 can’t answer that 
with precision,” he said. 

But the man who was deputy to. 
N Henry Kissinger on the National 
if- Security Council during the first 
term of the Nixon administration 
ic repeated the obligatory U.S. com- 
M mitmeni to Israel’s security and well- 
ti being. He referred lo the “longstan- 
n ding" obligations of seven U.S 
e presidents. He also said that it was 
y “Vitally important" that the U.S. 

not be perceived around the world 
d to be wavering in its commitments 
f to various friends and allies. 

" THESE ANSWERS, combined with 
private signals coming from other 
corners of the Reagan team, suggest' 

; lhat those Israeli officials and sup- 
porters \vho expected some drastic 
■ changes in U.S. policy are in for a 
;• rude awakening. I 

; At the defence department, the I 
• secretary-designate, Caspar 
. Weinberger, has selected Frank I 
Carlucci, (he former number two I 
man at the CIA during the Carter I 
administration, to be his deputy. I 
Weinberger, a former high official I 
°L l u e L Bechtel construction firm, I 
which has extensive contracts in- I 
Saudi Arabia, is not regarded as a 
strong supporter of Israel. Neither is 
Carlucci, who developed a reputa- I 
lion among his CIA colleagues as 
someone who favoured a more 
direct approach toward the PLO. I 
There are, of course, other voices 
considered more supportive of I 
IsraeJ. They include those of 
Richard Allen, the designated I 
nutroiial security adviser in the 
Whue House, Dr. Jeane I ' 
Kirkpatrick; slated to head the mis- I •' 
“ un ‘I'c UN; and Elliot Abrams, 
the former aide lo Democratic 
Senator Daniel Moynihan of New 
>ork, who has been tapped to I i 
become assistant secretary of state 
tor international organization af- . 
fnirs. Haig, in addition, has named I ; 
inree Jews to his personal staff. I c 
Bui based on the Haig hearings I t 
continuity in policy, at least as far as I r 
Israel and the Arab world are con- I (■ 
fj rn ® d « appears to be the order of I li 
tne day for the moment. No one I 11 
here realistically expects any I P 
serious U S. diplomatic activity un- n 
til after the Israeli elections ' I 11 
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Part of ihe recently-dedicated Israeli 
Chancery In Washington, D.C. The 
mc-slorey building, designed by the 
Maryland architectural firm of 
Cohen, Haft, Hollz, Kcrxlon and 
Associates, cost S5m. and Is 
described as “the new building at the 
corner of Van Ness Street and Reno 
Road that looks almpst like -a - 
.synagogue.-?*'- 




'mm.. * 


Lllii 


lions. Weather permitting, gne* 
cun spill OUT from the ballroom lo 
Ihe adjacent courtyard. 

Construction of the new rhamm 
was under (he supervision of a loaj 
renl estate desclnper, Robert Kogcrf, 
who is active in Washington's Jewish 
communal affairs. 


Hie new structure. Is well-equipped 
For diplomatic entertainment. It has 
a large ballroom which will now 
probably replace the Ambassador's 
residence for many formal reeep- 


- Kmhassv officials .believe .that. Mht , 

sale of (tie nld .dinncery-yqil bfihg.(q 
aboui Sim. towards payment for (he 
new structure — the first to be 
specifically built far israel In 
Washington. 


Three-to-one favour Israel 


Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
NEW YORK. — More than three 
times as many Americans sym- 
pathize with Israel than with the 
Arab countries, according lo a Gidlup 
poll released last week. Only !i 
small segment or the American 
public believes that Jews and 
iiomsis have loo much political -in- 
: n WW : in the U.S.; the poll found. . 
n p< ? h ": as commissioned j n 
October by the American Jewish 
Committee. 

JET ? pcr , cenl Americans 
believe Jews have too much in- 

Huencc Jews were third from last i„ 
the list of groups named a ml 
Zionists, with 4 per cent, were Inst 
on the list. According to the poll the 

^,~ cen :is havi,, 8 100 much 
political influence arc labour unions 

finn^Ji Cent ^ and busi,,css ‘■•‘Tpo ra- 
tions (42 per cent). Blacks and pro- 

and ? nl...honio„ g r„„p“ T re 
perceived by Americans as having 
more influence than Jews, the Gal- 
lup pollsters found. 


mnmr- 

Nil NOT UPHOVE 

facilities, puts them in a .2- b ? d wl,h con ’munity 

You are Invited lo visit our .ale, office, or write for a brochure. 


The poll also indicates lhat only 
I.' per cent of ihe American public 
sympathizes with the Arab states, 
contrasted lo 45 per cent who said 
Iheir sympathies lie with Israel. 
Another 24 per cent said Iheir sym- 
pathies . were with neither and toper 
cent said they are not sure. 

1 he result.^ re similar to those ef 
a l lurritj ppjl which wax vonducift/ 
mir months aen.’ Hlnve'v* 'hi 
Harris poll also showed that most 
Americans are critical of the Bean 
government and are Imping fora 
just solution" to the Palestinian 
problem. 

Terrorist murder 

MMUI.I.A. - Oik- of the two 
Syriiin MiG pilots shot down over 
•South Lebanon in a dogfight with 
Israeli jet-lighters on Deeetnbcr 31 
was murdered by terrorists — who 
thought lie was an Israeli — after he 
parachuted from his plane accor- 
ding to reports reaching here 
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THE POLITICAL WEEK 


Mexico may buy Kfir fighters 


By HIRSH GOODMAN 

Post Military Correspondent 

Mexican Defence Minister Felix 
Galvan Lopez left Israel last Thurs- 
day with officials here mildly op- 
timistic that Mexico may become 
the first country to purchase Israel’s 
Kfir jet Fighter. 

On departure Lopez said that he 
hoped that within a month he would 
be able to inform Israel of a deci- 
sion. He did not indicate what that 
decision would be, but officials here 
said that the visit went well, and that 
a Mexican pilot who took the Kfir 
on a test run had come away 
favourably impressed. 

The Kfir has a J-79 American- 
made engine and the U.S. blocked 
the sale of 12 of the aircraft to 
Ecuador three years ago on the eve 
of the American elections. After the 
U.S. administration lifted the ban 
on sales to Mexico, the way was 
cleared for the invitation to 
Minister Lopez. 

Mexico has already purchased 10 
Arava transport aircraft as well as 
four civilian Wesiwind executive 
aircraft. There has also been talks of 
Israel Aircraft Industries Company _ 
establishing a plant - in MexlCQTand 
entering into joint ventures connec- 
ted with aircraft manufacturing and 
overhaul. 

If Mexico decides to purchase 24 



J 




of the aircraft, as is hoped, the total 
for the deal could be around S250m. 
There are indications, however, Lhat 
Mexico may decide to purchase 
fewer aircraft. 

Lopez, together with a 16-man 
delegation, was here for four days. 
He toured IDF facilities, held talks 
with the .defence minister and oth er 
officials, and was the guest at 
several receptions in his honour. 

At a formal dinner Wednesday 
night, Lopez pinned the golden 
wings of the Mexican Air Force on 
Chief of StafT Rafael Eitan, making 
Raful an honorary Mexican pilot. 

Eitan responded by giving Lopez 
an Israeli-made Galil rifle, complete 
with accessories. He told the Mex- 


Mexlcan Defence Minister General 
Felix Galvan Lopez gets a briefing on 
the Kfir warplane from Israel Aviation 
Industries deputy director-general 
Ya'akov Ben-Bassat. 


Minister goes on trial ‘soon’ 


Jerusalem Post StafT 

The Knesset decided last week, 
by a vote of 63-33 and with five 
abstentions, to remove the 
parliamentary immunity of 
Religious Affairs Minister Aharon 
Abunatzeira so that he could stand 
trial on charges of bribery. 

Abuhatzeira was in ihe Knesset 
building, but ho waived - his right to 
address the House before the vote, 
and did not appear in the chamber. 

The charge sheet against the 
minister will be presented to the 
Jerusalem District Court in the near 
future. Justice Ministry sources said 
last week. 

State Attorney Gavriel Bach, 
who will prosecute at the trial, will 
ask lhat it begin at once, the sources 
said. Attorney-General Yitzhak 
Zamir will try to resist all pressures 
to have the trial delayed, the source 
said. 

Abuhatzeira and his assistant 
Moshe Gabai will be charged with 
accepting I S50, 000-worth of bribes. 
The charge sheet will be based 
mainly on the testimony of state 
witness Yisrael Gottlieb, who al- 
legedly helped to illegally channel 
funds through the ministry. 

At the Knesset, Abuhatzeira's 



State Attorney Gavriel Bach 

two colleagues in the National 
Religious Party, Avraham Melamed 
and David Glass, also absented 
themselves for the vote. 

A total of 102 members voted, 
and one ballot was invalidated. The 
vote was secret. 

The vote in the House Committee 
on Monday recommending lo the 
plenum that Abuhatzeira’s im- 
munity be lifted was 14-4, with 3 
abstentions. That vote was open. 


ican minister that the rifle was a 
symbol of Israel's determination to 
defend its independence and 
freedom. 

Addressing the dinner at the Tel 
Aviv Hilton, Lopez said he was 
leaving Israel very satisfied with 
what lie had seen. He stressed that 
he was confident that Israel and 
Mexico could engage in joint pro- 
jects that could be important for 
Mexico’s national security. 

Deputv Defence Minister 
Mordechai Zipori assured his guest 
that Israel was prepared lo assist in 
any kind of technical cooperation 
with Mexico. 

Israeli cabbie 
slain in Gaza 

GAZA (Itim). — An unidentified 
gunman here last week shot and kil- 
led a 29-year-old Israeli taxi driver, 
Ychezkcl Mizrahi from Rehovot, 
while he was waiting for service on 
his taxi at a garage here. 

The murder followed a hand 
gre»:wl'.‘ attack on a private vehicle 
the previous weekend in Ihe Gaza 
Strip, in which three members of an 
Israeli family were wounded. 

Security forces immediately 
clamped a curfew on the Jabalya 
refugee camp which is across tne 
road from the garage. Witnesses 
said ihe murderer Tied 'into the 
camp, and dozens of suspects were 
detained. 

The military government has ad- 
vised Israelis not to enter the Gaza 
Strip during the next few days, un- 
less absolutely necessary. The Gaza 
market, with its lower prices, attract 
many Israeli shoppers. 

Security forces believe that the 
new wave of terror in the Strip is the 
work or either one or two gangs, 
each with no more than three or 
four members. The terrorist attacks, 
which were renewed last October, 
have cost 13 local residents their 
1 lives. 


Terrorist ‘liquidators squad’ captured 


RAMALLAH (Itim). — Security w 
forces recently captured a Fatah U 

terrorist squad thought to be \\ 
responsible for a long series of i 
murders and other acts of violence s 
and intimidation in the Ramallah t! 
region. The group, numbering four 
men, was based in the town of f 
Silwad, which lies along the Ramal- I; 
lah-Ofra- Jericho road. 

According to. the security forces, s 
the terrorist group murdered a s 
Silwad youth in October 1979, killed [ 
another inhabitant, last July, and i 
Silwad municipal councilman 
Ahmed Jaber last December. < 

A member of the group is also t 
suspected of throwing a grenade at 1 
an Egged bus travelling from i 
Jerusalem to the West Bank settle- 
ment of Ofra last April. 

The suspects reportedly sur- 
rendered weapons and sabotage 
material to the security forces, in- , 
eluding a rifle believed lo be the 
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weapon used in the murders. The 
terrorist cell is also accused of using 
weapons received from A1 Fatah to 
intimidate Silwad residents 
suspected of “collaborating with 
the Israeli authorities. 

The same group is suspected of 
firing shots during a demonstration 
last year in the town of Bir Zcil. 

Investigators had dubbed the 
squad “the liquidators,” after a 
similar group which assassinated 
public figures a number of years ago 
in the Ramallah area. 

Security forces claimed an ad- 
ditional success recently, when 
they arrested two brothers from the 
Hebron area who are suspeded of 
committing terrorist acts. The two 
brothers Ted security forces to 
several weapons caches in and 
around Hebron. 

A Stockholm report says that 
Swedish Foreign Minister ula Ul- 


lsten has told a representative of the 


Palestine Liberation Organization 
that his government would never al- 
low Sweden lo be used as a base for 
terrorism. 

Ullsten informed Farouk Kad- 
doumi, who is visiting Sweden as 
guest of an opposition Social 
Democratic group, of the govern- 
ment's decision last week to expel 
five persons or Palestinian origin. 
The five are said to have once been 
members of Ahmed Jibril’s Popular 
Front for the Liberation or 
Palestine— General Command. 

They are among a group of 12 
Palestinians whose case caused con- 
troversy in Sweden because the 
government refused to disclose 
details of what it called “secret” 
charges against them. ' 

The minister said it would be dif- 
ficult for the PLO lo contribute lo a 
solution of the Palestinian problem 
as long as it refused to recognize the 
right of Israel to exist. ' 


DU AN AKIVA OFFERS 20, 12, 8 or 4 weeks 
HEBREW COURSES 
In Comfortable Hotel Surroundings 

(3 meals a day, air conditioned rooms, tennis courts, swimming pool) 

FOR STUDENTS, ADULTS AND FOR FAMILIES 
WITH CHILDREN 
(12 years and older) 

4-7 study hours of Hebrew 15-7 levels) of Arabic daily, social end 
cultural' activities, trips end, tours. 


COURSES OPEN: February 2, 19B1 May 26, 1981 

March 2, 1981 June 30, 1981 

^pril 28. 1981 July 28. 1981 

1. HEBREW FOR TOURISTS 

2. HEBREW FOR NEW IMMIGRANTS AND 
TEMPORARY RESIDENTS 

3. HEBREW FOR HEBREW SPEAKERS 

(Designed for those with a solid knowledge of Hebrew, who 
need general improvement of their Hebrew knowledge). 
Highly recommended for Rabbis, Hebrew teachers and 
others. 

4. ISRAEL-AMERICA SUMMER COURSE 

5. SPOKEN ARABIC FOR BEGINNERS |For Hebrew speakers) 

Hebrew and Arabic courses are of speeiaThiterost to stu- 
dents of Semitic languages, Linguistics, Judaism, Near 
Eastern S tudies and Theology. 

Our brochures are available at most branches of the Israel Government 
Tourist Office. 


To: Ulpan Aki'va, P.O.B. 256, 42102 
Netanya, Israel 
(Tel. D63:-1T23I2~3) 

Or: Department of Education and 

Culture, World Zloniat Organisa- 
tion, 515 Park Ave. New York, 
N.Y. 10022, U.S.A. (Tel. 212- 
762-0600 ext. 38S-B) 

Please send me jour detailed brochure 
und Application fiirms; 

Name 

Address 
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Anglo-Saxon Real Estate Agency Ltd. 

invites applications from parties Interested in taking over 

the ANGLO-SAXON FRANCHISE 

for EILAT 

for sales to tourists and overseas clients. 
Requirements: Fluent Hebrew, sales and administrative ex- 
perience. initiative, resourcefulness, familiarity with real es- 
tate market, proven ability to work Independently, working 
capital, possession of car. Background In tourism or adver- 
tising useful. 

Excellent earning possibilities for the right person. 
Applications with biographical details, business background 
etc. to: 


1 The 


jubAlc art sociery 

INIIUNUIOHM 


1407 Montana Avenue 
Santa Monica, CA 90403 


AUTHORS WANTED BY ' 
Now York Publiahar 
Loading subsidy book publisher soak* 
manu scripts of ell types: fiction, non- 
fiction. poetry and juvanlla works, ait. 
Now authors WBlcdmod. For complete 
Information, send for booklet J.P.1. It's 
free; Vantage Proas, 618 W. 34 61., 
New York. N.Y. I 


“ fOVlVlI EB — RIAL ESTATE 

Villas, Plata. Plota, Houses, Shopa 
S Koran Kajremet 81.. Jerusalem 
Tel. M4SITB4, Ot-MMtl 
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COMMENTARY 


Israelis in America 

Reporter Judy Siegel talks with Shmuel Lahis, whose report on Israelis living 
in the U.S. has sparked sharp controversy here. Lahis suggests steps to' 
reduce emigration and to encourage Israelis to return. ' 

Dearer^of Ehrlich are en 8 a B ed ■" a political rew f d would reduce alienation and 

Chnnn^d If , baltle withi " Liberal Party, resu tanl emigration, he says . 


SHMUEL LAHIS feds like the an- 
cient bearer of evil tidings whose 
head is chopped off because the bad 
news upsets the king. 

His bad tidings were part of a 
report on emigration to the U.S. 
that aroused anger and abuse from 
nearly every quarter — including 
Jewish Agency colleagues, the 
director-general of the Prime 
Minister's Office, the Absorption 
Ministry director-general, the Knes- 
set Aliya and Absorption Commit- 
tee chairman and various news- 
paper leader writers. 

Criticism of his observations and 
conclusions came so hot and heavy 
that Deputy Prime Minister Simha 
Ehrlich denied that he had ever sent 
Lahis to America to study the 
emigration problem, and Jewish 
Agency Executive chairman Arye 
Dulzin asserted over and over that 
the report hnd nothing to do with' 
the ugcncy. 

Lahis. a 51-year-old lawyer who 
was promoted to agency director- 
general in 1978, after five years of 
commendable service as the 
agency's treasury department 
representative in New York, is 
clearly hurt by the attacks. 

*‘l was very surprised — yes 
pained — by the reaction. I didn’t 
deserve it. I went to the U.S. for 10 
days, met with scores of emigrants 
from all levels in New York, Los 
Angeles and Philadelphia and spoke 
to them from morning till night. 

"My report was like a photograph 
of the situation, as if I had taken 
camera and tape recorder and lights 
and recorded what was going on. Is 
it my fault that when I got back, 
the) broke the mirror because they 
didn’t like the image it presented?" 
THE AGENCY director-general 
says he doesn't know why he has 
been attacked so fiercely. "Maybe 
they didn’t think I would come back 
with a comprehensive report with 
recommendations that demanded 
action. Maybe they didn't want to 
act on the problem — which I view 
as if the emigrants were lifeblood 
sieadily dripping out of the body 
politic." 

Lahis does not mention the fact 
that he has aroused the ire of some 
agency staffers by his penny- 
pinching ways, including the cutting 
down on company cars and ex- 
penses; or the fact that Dulzin and 




Lahis points out that he was 
praised for his report by others. MK 
Moshe Arens told him he liked the 
work; MK Geula Cohen, while as- 
serting that she favours a total 
boycott by Israel of yordim, praised 
Lahis for his findings. In addition, 
‘‘many" ordinary citizens called and 
wrote to say they were relieved that 
“finally, somebody is dealing with 
this national plague." 

The biggesL uproar — to Lahis's 
consternation — Hrose over the 
report’s assertion that there are 
between 300,000 -500,000 yordim 
and their children in the U.S. 

"1 didn’t intend to do a statistical 
report on emigration, but to listen 
to human, personal stories and con- 
fessions. The figures were obtained 
from Israeli consuls and emissaries 
in the U.S., as well as from Jewish 
federation officials and a lawyer 
who regularly deals with the U.S. 
Immigration Service. They all pul 
the figure at half a million. Acting 
responsibly, I started the estimate at 
300,000." 

But the trend — the departure of 
young, well-educated and lalenLcd 
army veterans — is even more hor- 
rifying than the estimates, says 
Lahis. 

In addition to demanding lop- 
leve! handling of the problem, Lahis 
recommends that subsidized rental 
flats be made available to young 
veterans who have no where to live 
and want to start a family. Rem 
should cost no ftiorc than one- 
quarter of their wages, he says. 

“I don't care if it costs the state 
money, and is more expensive than 
providing subsidized mortgages for 
flat purchases. Did we pipe water 
into the Negev because it was 
economically worthwhile? 

Lahis also recommends that for 
three years after release from the 
army, young Israelis be granted ex- 
emption from income taxes and 
other levies. Not only would this be 
a financial boon to the young 
generation, but a psychological 
boost as well. 

"They will get the feeling that 
they are wanted citizens — recogni- 
tion of their service to the country 
and of the fact that they are 
somebody.” This psychological 


IT S CALLED Israel Shelanu, but it 
might as well be titled Israeli 
Schizophrenia. 

Neither the editors nor the 
readers or this weekly Hebrew 
tabloid for Israeli emigrants in the 
U.S. seem to know whether they’re 
Israelis or Americans. And the af- 
fectionate word "Shelanu" ("ours") 
is belied by a recent issue that con- 
tained not a single news story or 
feature with a fond view of life in 
Israel. 

The lead story on the front page 
is. of course, about the police in- 
vestigation of Religious Affoirs 
Minister Aliuron Abuhatzeirn. The 
newspaper, now in its second year, 
also informs its yordim readers of 
the 9 4 per ccm increase in the CoL 
index; the smothering of a Petah 
Tikva hoy in a caved -in sand dune; 
violence between u Urn-Orthodox 
mid secular Jerusalemites on the 
Kumol road; und the opening ora 
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chasm in a Tel Aviv street. 

A whole page is devoted to 
horoscopes, astrology and 
graphology, a bit more than the' 
Torn portion of the week gets. The 
biggest section — four pages — 
goes to sports, informing the yored 
how his favourite Belar or Hapoel 
team fared on Shabbat. 

The only item that could possibly 
lead back to Israel is ... a paid ad- 
vertisement or the Israel Aliya Cen- 
tre, which invites yordim to settle in 
u kibbutz. The New York City office 
of the Jewish National Fund takes a 
less idealistic approuch, and asks 
yordim readers to make a "tax- 
deductible contribution” to its af- 
forestation projects. 

Israel Shelanu is sad testimony to 
me rise of a new ethnic group in 
America. As the Yiddish 
newspapers fade out, the Hebrew 
papers for yordim have begun to 
prosper. 6 


resultant emigration, he says. 

, Lahis also suggests that returning 
emigrants, as well as new im- 
migrants and released soldiers, be 
given a “substantial” standing loan 
to pay for customs and purchase tax 
on household goods that they 
won't have to pay back if they re- 
main here for five years. 

THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

believes that the people he spoke to 
in America are a nearly scientific 
statistical sample, and that if he had 
remained there for another few 
weeks, he could have returned only 
with more personal stories, but not 
with different conclusions. 

The report is full of provocative, 
vernacular quotes and testimony 
but lacks systematic analysis and 
evaluation of all the information 
culled from the interviews and a 
proper weighting of facts and 
figures. 

People are interested in doing 
“what feels good," says Lahis in his 
report, -niis can be a prime motiva- 
tion behind yerida. Apartments may 
be rented quite easily in the U.S.; 
people seem more polite there. If an 
Israeli has professional, economic 
or personal difficulties, he may be 
tempted to try his luck in America, 
and — once settled — be reluctant 
to return, even if he never feels at 
home there. 

A it i t u des toward yordim 
(emigrants) are ambivalent and un- 
coordinated in Jewish organizations 
and Israeli institutions abroad. A 
major problem is whether to cut off 
all contacts, refuse to hire yordim in 
Jewish institutions, lake away their 
passports, establish special schools 
for their children — or do the op- 
posite. 

All the yordim he met, said Lahis, 
called for making and preserving 
strong contacts between Israel and 
the yordim. They "warned" that if 
(heir passports are invalidated, they 
are likely to become alienated from 
their homeland. 

“I am a citizen of Israel whose ad- 
dress is Israel. I only work in Los 
Angejes," argues one emigrant. 
"It's just like living in Tel Aviv and 
working in Sdom, with a difference 
of a few extra hours' travelling time. 

I go to Israel several times a year. 
Most Israelis have left Israel tem- 
porarily." 

Portion of the Week: Yitro Exodus 
18-20. Haftara;/ Isaiah 6.1- 7.6 and 
9.5/6. The verse discussed is Isaiah 
6.13. 

IN THE Haftara for this Sabbath, 
the Sabbath of the Ten Command- 
ments, the prophet foretells what to 
all outward appearances will be the 
utter destruction of the Jewish peo- i 
pie, a prophecy which seemed to l 
find its dreaded fulfilment in the 
Holocaust. “Cities will be laid waste 1 
without inhabitants, and houses < 
without man, and the land will | 
become utterly waste ... and great , 
will be the abomination in the whole i 
and." But there will remain a gal- ( 
lant remnant, and even if that rem- c 
nant will suffer the same fate a £ 
minority will still survive from r 
which will come the revival of the i 
Jewish people. 

To illustrate that process, the r 
prophet turns to the world of flora f 
for a simile. It will be like the ela ii 
and the alon, translated, probably " 
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Former kibbutzniks who now own a California bank. (Ann Sunmu) 


Cutting off contact, Israel will 
lose everything. If Israel keeps in 
touch with the emigrants," says 
another, "at least it will save some 
of them. All kinds of contact will 
eventually lead to some 
reciprocity.” 

"What good would it do to take 
away our passports? Those who 
would lose their Israeli citizenship 
before getting American citizenship 
will only become more bitter and 
angry at the country. To those for 
whom Israeli citizenship means 
nothing, taking away his citizenship 
won t affect him..." contends 
another. 

THERE ARE about 100,000 
children of yordim in the U.S., says 
Lahis, and only a small minority get 
formal Jewish education of any 
lype Since most of the parents are 
secular, the children don’t go to 
synagogues or religious schools in 
large numbers. 

"Israelis who live here (in the 
JJ.S.).” said one Israeli official, 
tend to assimilate more than local 
Jews. 

But opinion is divided on whether 
to establish separate Israeli schools 
that would be attended by children 
of yordim along with youngsters of 
Israeli officials, emissaries and 
business representatives in the U.S. 
Others say regular Jewish schools 
should have advanced Hebrew clas- 
ses on Jewish and Israeli subjects 

leading to Israeli matriculation. 
Lahis sides with the latter view not 
giving much of an explanation ex- 
cept that establishing new schools 
would be "too expensive." 

Lahis romantically ends this scc- 
l ° n ° report with the entire text 
or Shaike Peikov’s song "Eretz 
Eretz, Eretz" (“Land that we’ll love’ 
it is our mother and father, land of 
our people..."). 


The 59-pugc section, containing 
quotations from his interviews 
makes painful reading for those who 
worry about yerida. 

1 left Israel in a moment of 
weakness,” confessed Rcuven 
Megiddo, who was born in Argen- 
tina and settled in Israel in 1962 
After the Housing Ministry failed to 
do a planning project, he went to 
the U.S. for Vi/>ij^ " 

but he and his wife had a child, and 
they never returned. He fauln 
Israeli leaders for not showing a 
good moral example, and the peo- 
pic for not always being 
trustworthy. 

MANY Israelis leave after selling 
their apartments for large sums, and 
with this fortune, have little trouble 
obtaining permits to work. It takes 
about half a year to get one, at a 
cost or “from 52,000-52,500,” The 
lawyer docs not divulge whether il- 
legal means arc used to get it. Bui 
every week, "about 30 Israelis come 
to me" in Los Angeles. 

“I've been here for just a year and 
a half,” says un Israeli doctor in 
California. “There are nights whenl 
wake up with cold sweat from a 
guilty conscience — what am I do- 
ing here? I want to go back, but 
here I’m making money. Here I'm 
completely independent.” 

Looking buck at the furore, Lahis 
maintained that he would write the 
smile report if he hud to do it all 
over again. He pledges to fight so 
that the subject of yerida is not 
forgotten, but doesn’t yet know es- 
acily how to promote the baltle. 

The Lahis report is scheduled to 
go before the joint government- 
Jewish Agency coordinating body 
on Tuesday, ut u session chaired by 
the prime minister. Whether that 
body will produce anything more 
than talk is un open question. 


The remnant that survives 

TORA AND FLORA / L.I, Rabinowitz 
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correctly as the terebinth and the 
oak The Authorized Version 
translates the verse, "Like the 

remsin^h and J he ° ak ' who8e 
remaineth when they cast their 

itock S, th° th ffi oly wod * ha11 be the 
ock N °w it is true that 

oot mlf Comca from a 
mea ning "to cast”, and in 

denm^th 6breW thc Word iB used ^ 
the ca »ting of the lehves by 
deciduous trees, but it is hardly an 
appropriate simije for that which-»«- 
mains after successive and almost 
Auction, which first en- 
Per ccm of the peo- 
h ? n the remaining tenth. 

of that temh that 
it shall be for "burning" or for 
destruction \ and not, as that same 


translation renders it “eaten up.” 
The verb is used for the destruction 
of leaven before Pessah, and 
although it may possibly have the 
connotation of “eating" In Exodus- 
24, it definitely means "burning" or 
“destruction” in the following verse. 

There is no doubt in my mind but 
that the paraphrase given by H|rtf- 
in his popular commentary^Mthe 
correct meanmg^kTeads, " As when 
(i.e. the terebinth 
“^nd the oak, and the felled timber is 
used for firewood, for burning), the 
stump retains the vitality from 
which new shoots may grow." And 
so there is “a kernel in Israel, a rem- 
nant of faithful and godly men, who 
form the indestructible stock of 
Judaism.” 


Published weekly: January 18-24, 1981 
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THE RECENT report by Shmuel 
Lahis, director general of the Jewish 
Agency, on “Israelis in the U.S.” 
states in its first sentence that the 
number of Israeli emigrants residing 
in America "comes to between 

300.000 and 500,000." The implication 
is that while it is. certainly not less 
than 300,000, there Is nothing to 
preclude it’s being half a million. 

Hard-headed members of the 
public reading these figures are 
liable to see the larger of the two as 
a minimum since, they would argue, 
it is unlikely that the man who heads 
the Jewish Agency will overstate the 
size of the problem. Unfortunately 
he has overstated it, as he could 
have realized had he taken the trou- 
ble to spend an hour or two at the 
Central Bureau of Statistics. 

From the foundation of the State 
of Israel until December 31 last, 

4.448.000 residents have left the 
country, and 4,080,000 came back. 
That leaves 368,000 still abroad. 

Some 20,000-30,000 of those are 
not Jews at all, but Arabs. Another 
20,000-30,000 are no longer alive 
(we are talking of emigration that 
dates back to 1948). Then there are 
the tourists. 

A tourist who stays abroa d a lon g 
time canbe considercdan'effllgFant. 
But those who went overseas in 
November and December 1980, and 
had not returned by the last day of 
December, cannot all be so clas- 
sified. The number who should be 
back this month or next is estimated 
by-the statisticians at 40,000. 

If we deduct the above three 
categories from the total, we are left 
with 278,000 Jewish Israeli 
emigrants living in foreign 
countries, alive and kicking. Not alt 
went to America. Studies in the 
CBS suggest that only 60 or 70 per 
cent did. That comes to 185,000 in 
round numbers, a far 'cry from 
Shmuel L phiz's gyessiimate. Tb© 
rest went to Canada, Australia, Bri- 
tain, South Africa and oiher 
destinations. 

It is possible to add to the tally of 
residents in the U.S. children bom 
there to Israeli parents. Strictly 
speaking they are not emigrants, 


Facts and figures from the Central Bureau of Statistics belie the 
high-blown estimates on emigration, writes DAVID KRIVINE 

How many emigrants? 


given that they have never set foot 
in Israel. But they do swell the 
Hebrew-speaking families by some 
tens of thousands of additional 
souls. A further category not in- 
cluded in the 278,000 are "potential 
immigrants,” whose who came to 
Israel with the intention of settling 
but changed their minds and went 
back before getting to the point of 
registering as immigrants; they 
retained their foreign status and 
identity. Their number? The statisti- 
cians venture an estimate of 40,000. 

On the other hand, a good many 
of the residents who departed from 
their Middle East “homeland" 
were, though something more than 

' Pi's (potential immigrants), still not 
an indigenous element. They can be 
described as new immigrants, with a 
stress on the word "new," since 
most Israelis have been immigrants 
at one time or another. We are 
separating here those who remained 
in the country for no more than 
three or four years, did not slay long 
enough to do a ful stint of army ser- 
vice, and were not properly ab- 
sorbed in the new society. 

This category of “half residents" 
accounts for 120,000 of the leavers. 
They are included in the above- 
mentioned 278,000 emigrants. If we 
confine our attention to veteran 
Israelis, people who were not poten- 
tial or new immigrants, but grew up 
here und speak Hebrew as a native 
Longue, the number of such old- 
timers opting for exile cun be 
ret kuiied at 15X.fi00. 

*• The total sum of full-blown 
Israelis with roots in-the country 
who dwell as settled residents in the 
U.S. cannot be more than 105,000, 
mosi of them concentrated in New 
York and Los Angeles; plus (say) 
ten thousand children born in the 
Slates. 


LET US for purposes of comparison 
go back to the overall statistics. The 
arrival-and-departure tables tell us 
that during the years 1948-80, 
303,000 Jewish resident Israelis 
(including new immigrants but ex- 
cluding potential immigrants) left 
the country to live abroad — - this 
during a period when immigration 
totalled 1.6m. How does such a per- 
formance compare with other 
countries? 

We looked up the UN 
Demographic Yearbook for 1977, 
the most recent copy available in 
the CBS library, to see how the 
various rich nations, focuses of im- 
migration, arc faring. We find that 
Canada in 1975 had 188,000 new- 
comers — and 38,000 emigrants. (In 



Shmuel Lahis... "a guesstimate. 


1972, the figures were 122,000 and 
47,500.) 

Australia in 1974, the latest year 
recorded, received 212,000 im- 
migrants and yielded up 124,000 
emigrants. In New Zealand (1976), 
the migratory movement was 
negative, with 37,000 in and 56,000 
out. (During 1973, a peak year for 
immigration, the figures were bet- 
ter: 70,000 in and 42,000 out.) 

Sweden, the country with pos- 
sibly the world’s highest living stan- 
dards, has emigrants as well as new 
arrivals. In 1976, 45,000 came — 
and 25,500 left. In the United 
Kingdom in 1975, 198,000 entered, 
and all of 283,000 departed. 

The UN yearbook does not give 
figures for emigration of permanent 
residents from the U.S. But Dr. 
Moshe Sicron, the government 
statistician, published a book on 
“Immigration to Israel 1948-53” in 
which he checks the record. During 
the years 1908-1924, marked by 
heavy immigration to the New 
World (before the Great Slump of 
the 1930s), 10.7m. people journeyed 
to make their homes in the U.S. and 
3.6m. left the States as emigrants. 
For every three persons arriving, 
one departed. 

In Australia, 1906-1924, the 
number exiting the country lopped 
the million mark and equalled 70 
per cent of the immigration. In 
Argentina, 1857-1924, 5.5m. came, 
and 2.6m. or close to half left. 

In summary, Israel's record in the 
field uf migration does not suffer 
from iniernaiiuiiai comparisons, 
which suggest an important point. 
The volume of departures does not 
indicate a general disillusionment 
with the Jewish state and its 
achievements, even though some 
may give that as an excuse. 

People leave Israel for much the 


same reasons as people leave other 
territories, because they find it dif- 
ficult to start afresh in a new 
homeland, or because they can do 
better financially elsewhere, or 
because they quarrelled with the 
neighbours, or because they fell in 
love with a foreigner — all the 
reasons that normally prompt 
migration back and forth between 
the nations of the world. 

A WORSENING of the situation 
however did take place in 1980, 
when emigration from Israel shot up 
compared with the years before. 
The difference between the number 
of Jewish residents leaving Israel 
and returning to Israel was 1 7,000 in 
1976; 12,000 in 1977 and 5,000 in 
1978 and in 1979. In 1980, according 
to figures just secured, the dif- 
ference was 30,000. 

It is impossible to know exactly 
how many left the country for good. 
The answer must wait till a number 
of years have passed, when it can be 
ascertained who did and did not 
come back. The trend, projected 
from the proportions found to 
prevail in the past, suggests □ possi- 
ble rise in the emigration rate from 
10,000-12,000 per annum in the 
previous couple of years to 15,000- 
20,000 in 1980. 

Reasons for this sudden uprise 
arc likely to be economic. Former 
Finance Minister Hurvitz's tight- 
money policies reduced industrial 
production. The less efficient 
enterprises, or those less adapted to 
the ever-changing requirements of 
the market, have been squeezed out 
of business, causing a certain 
amount of unemploymeni. Recruit- 
ment in ihe public service and the 
universities is Ulso restricted. Thc 
result is. among other things, an in- 
ert* ;ise in the pace of emigration. 

The remedy does not have to be 
extra benefits to immigrants, as 
recommended by Labis. A restora- 
tion of economic growth in Israel 
should be enough. If the gross 
national product were to rise by 5 
per cent in the year now starting, 
the migration statistics might 
speedily show considerable im- 
provement. 


ISRAEL HAS fortunately always 
been able to trust its physical sur- 
vival to the courage of its soldiers 
under fire. Despite our troubles and 
tribulations in many areas of 
national life, that physical valour is 
still there in full. It is not, and never 
has been, based on blind obedience. 
It springs from love of country, ut“ 
ter conviction of necessity and 
dedication to duly. 

There is, however, another kind 
of courage as precious as that to 
which thousands of graves bear 
testimony. It is the civic courage to 
disobey in the name of moral princi- 
ple and deeply held belief. That 
kind of courage is getting rarer in a 
society oriented towards personal 
achievement and expediency. There 
are no medals or citations for valour 
for the few ready to put their con- 
victions above conformity and 
ready to pay the full price of refus- 
ing to fall in line. 

That is the courage of Private 
Gad Elgazi, who was sentenced to a 
year in prison for refusing to serve 
in the administered territories — 
after having already served nearly 
hair a year for the same and 
repeated offence against military 
discipline. 

Little needs to be added to the 
tribute that the military court itself 
paid Private Gad Elgazi. He is no 
ordinary conscientious objector 
(although I don't mean to belittle 
them). He is, as the military court 
itself stated, an outstanding soldier. 


A case for leniency 


His fault is that he remains con- 
vinced that there is a moral limit to 
the obedience that can be exacted 
from him. 

There will always be only a few 
for whom such moral limits will be 
imperative. Their rarity makes it 
possible for the given system to per- 
sist in whatever course it pursues. 
But even when dissidence is 
isolated, as it nearly always is, it il- 
lustrates the deep political and 
moral cleavages that have opened 
up with respect to national goals. 
No appeal to the need to uphold 
formal discipline can bridge these 
chasms, and no area of our national 
existence can remain unaffected. 
Even the need to defend our 
physical and political survival is no 
exception. 

Gad Elgazi's courage Is of the 
kind that provides the moral foun- 
dation for the physical courage 
Israeli soldiers have carried into 
battle throughout the history of the 
state. His kind will always be Tew. A 
confident and secure society can 
tolerate, such dissidents, and make 
allowances for convictions that may 
be deemed extreme or wrong by 
some or even most. 

Gad Elgazi's courage is the kind 
that ought, to be cherished and 
honoured by understanding and a 
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readiness to bend the strict rules of 
military discipline. The IDF itseir 
has provided more than enough 
precedents for that. 

However, Its readiness to relax 
the rules always depended on the 
existence of a powerful political 
lobby, even if the moral issues in- 
volved were much less lofty than 
those that made Gad Elgazi refuse 
orders. Thus, many of those 
engaged in the full-time study of the 
Tora — without doubt a worthy 
endeavour — have always delegated 
the physical defence of the nation to 
others not so occupied. Others have 
had their service reduced. Girls 
professing to being "traditional” are 
exempted by law from service, 
within and beyond the Green Line 
(the 1967 borders). 

THERE IS hardly any need to 
restate that In Israel, more than in 
any other country, it is imperative 
to uphold the duty of defending the 
country. This means that military 
discipline must be maintained. If, 
how, and where to serve cannot be 
left to the conscience and decision 


of the individual soldier. Objections 
to the defence requirements of the 
country must be made through the 
democratic political mechanism, 
not outside it. Nevertheless, there 
remains the exceptional individual 
objector, whose -moral courage 
sometimes transcends the conven- 
tions of "proper" political action 
and of those rules of military dis- 
cipline that no one 'Challenges. Let it 
be remembered that individual 
protesters of the kind of Gad Elgazi 
often best fulfil the function of 
jolting the political mechanism. 

In this light, the punishment im- 
posed on Gad Elgazi is brutally 
harsh -—-whatever the requirements 
of military discipline. The expres- 
sions of sympathy for his motives 
contained in the judgment handed 
down by the court-martial sound 
like a sop to the conscience of the 
judges. They only > accentuate the 
disproportionate severity of the 
sentence. i 

Chief of Staff Rafael Eitan has on 
several occasions demonstrated that 
he can show cleniency for much 
more serious breaches of discipline 
than that committed by Private 
Elgazi, . - j 

The cuse or lh£ yoling soldier is tin 
opportunity to demonstrate that Ihe 
IDF is still confident enough of 
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itself, its discipline and of the scope 
and nature of the tasks it performs, 
to tolerate the rare individual whose 
convictions are too strong to accept 
the prescribed conduct in its en- 
tirety, and to treat him with flex- 
ibility and leniency. 

Also, in these days when ex- 
generals and ex-colonels rally to de- 
fend one of their own against 
charges of insubordination, it would 
be refreshing to see them 
remember, for once, a mere 
courageous 19-year-old private. 
Gad Elgazi. Most of these ex- 
officers are of 1948 vintage. They 
must surely remember that when 
they were platoon or company com- 
manders, in those far-off days, they 
often relaxed the rules of discipline 
for an honest dissident. 

Raful, that soldier's soldier, 
belongs to the same generation — a 
generation that was more sure of 
itself and what it stood for than the 
present one. A petition by his 
comrades- in-arms, to commute the 
sentence of Gad Elgazi and to allow 
him to do his duty to his country in 
accordance with the dictates of his 
conscience, will certainly carry 
weight. They might do well tb 
remember that a system that Cannot 
honour or tolerate a mutineer who 
evokes admiration even from his 
judges confesses that it can i*o 
longer uphold the discipline that 
really mutters •— the obedience 
based on belief, conviction and pur- 
pose. 
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COMMENTARY*—— 

AS THE Begin government twists 
and turns m the end of its tel her. the 
coalition of factions making up the 
Likud appears to be failing apart. 
The hint of impending defeat at the 
polls seems to have unstuck the glue 
holding them together. 

R*«fi‘s departure hus made the 
biggest crock in the Likud founda- 
tion. though others had left before 
Yiguel Hurvitz. Zalman ShovaJ and 
Yitzhak Peretz. The most 
noticeable earlier desertions 
.created Tehiya — Geula Cohen 
Irom Herul plus Moshe Shamir and 
his Greater Israel zealots from the 
dismantled La'um friction. La’am. 
Herul and the Liberal Party formed 
the Likud list in the 1977 elections. 

The existence of a viable opposi- 
tion to an incumbent government is 
the cornerstone of parliamentary 
democracy, which is ivhj the future 
ol the Likud is of such tremendous 
concern. If one goes by the polls, 
the Lubour-Mnpani Alignment is 
sure to form the next government 
after the IQth Knesset elections. 

One doubts, however, that the 
Alignment will win us many votes us 
the pollsters mm promise, or thut 
the Likud will shrink us drastically 
as they predict. 

Much depends on imponderables 
su /l> 1,s li»» many or the once 
laitliful the Likud can keep in the 
fold and how many undecided 
voters can he persuaded by Labour 
that their anger at Likud malad- 
ministration is stronger than their 
suspicion that little has changed in 
Labour. Another imponderable 
may be Rnfi’s emergence as a kind 
of right-wing Democratic Move- 
ment for Change, and whether 
Moshe Dayan’s record as the 
Likud s foreign minister has made 
people forget his role in the Yom 
Kippur War muftdai (failure) as 
Labour’s defence minister. 

ONE MIGHT advise ihe Likud 
campaign managers to think again 
before they unleash Ariel Sharon on 
the electorate, waving the personal 

Nahlus mayor Bassnm Shak’a. 
who lost his legs in an assassination 
attempt last June, received a hero’s 
welcome vs hen he relumed home u 
fortnight ago after treatment 
■inroad. 

Tor the first week an endless 
stream of visitors from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip came 10 pay 
respects to Abu Nidal, as he is 
known. Nidal is the Arabic for 
‘ struggle." and that is what Shak’a 
called his eldest son. 

"Uncrowned king of the West 
Bank already sounds a hackneyed 
description. Whether it is true for 
the man many Nabulsis regard 
as second in importance to Yasser 
Arafat in the gallery of Palestinian 
personalities, it is too early to 
judge. We are still too close to the 
mass hysteria generated by his 
return home to be able to dis- 
tinguish between genuine allegiance 
lo a leader and sympathy for a vie- 
tun 

WHEN SHAK’A was elected 
mayor at the age of 45 in 1976, he 
was almost unheard of. press-shy 
and apologetic about his all-too- 
apparent inexperience. Little was 
known about him apart from Ihe 
lucl that he was a member of one of 
i he prominent families in the largest 
city on the West Bank and a 
declared supporter of the PLO. He 
represented a younger, more radical 
generation whose outlook differed 
sharply from that of the conser- 
vative leadership that hud ruled the 
area for so long under the tutelage 
of various occupiers. 
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Where Begin went wrong 

Political correspondent Mark Segal discusses “the personal 
tragedy of Menahem Begin” and speculates on his future. 


dossiers on Labour leaders that are 
supposedly being compiled right 
now in purty HQ at Beit Jabotinsky. 
Such a tactic could well 
boomerang. 

The Likud will have, to live with 
its own four-year record in power. 
The tremendous achievement of 
peuce cannot, for most citizens, 
offset being world champions in in- 
flation. 

Reliable sources in the Likud tell 
me (hat one election slogan gaining 
favour there is "Give Begin a Stable 
Government.” The premise behind 
it is that most Israelis want stability 
above all and a vision of a better 
future, in reaction tospiralling infla- 
tion and a deteriorating stale of law 
and order. Sonic of Labour's elec- 
tion tacticians. it is said, arc 
w orking on the same (heme. 

The Likud imugc-mukcrs may try 
to put all of the blame for Ihe 
economy on Yigacl Hurvitz. just as 
they used his predecessor, Simha 
Ehrlich, ns a scapegoat for collec- 
tive mismanagement. They can har- 
dly ignore the widespread convic- 
tion that the cause of their govern- 
ment’s flawed performance lies in 
the kind of leadership offered by 
their prime minister. 

HISTORIANS louking back at this 
period will have a broader perspec- 
tive from which to evaluate the per- 
sonal tragedy of Menahem Begin. 

To his credit, it must be said that lie 
helped buttress our fledgling 
parliamentary democracy by ser- 
ving us opposition leader.’excluding 
his wild march, on. the Knesset 
during the reparations debate. 

Begin waited for three decades to 
lead the nation, only to find that the 



Begin waited for three decades to 
lead the nation, only to find the oppor- 
tunity came 10 years too late ... " 

(Rahamim Yisraell) 
opportunity came ten years loo late, 
when he was in a poor state of 
health and at limes immobilized. 

There can be no greater contrast 
between the spectre of 
authoritarianism that the Alignment 
conjured up at the prospect of a Begin 
premiership and the actual reality. 
Instead of a tough master, we got a 
rather kindly schoolmaster to chair 
the cabinet. He allowed his 
ministers, principally Ariel Sharon, 
to establish new norms of brusque 
public conduct. Bcgin's fluctuating 
moods brought him to withdraw 
into himself at crucial times and 
projected a sense of drift in national 
afTairs. On a number of key issues 
he allowed his ministers to behave 
like warlords. 

in gratitude, the Herul leader 
may have paid loo heavy a price to 
the Liherals for having- Jranted him 
respcciubilih hack m M 5 , when 
they signed the Gahal agreement. 
He gave away influence over 


economic affairs to Likud’s junior 
partners, first the Liberals and then 
Rafi. 

Thereby he broke the political 
rule that the finance minister must 
be the strong man of the most 
powerful government party, and 
thus invited the deleterious conse- 
quences of a finance minister 
lacking any real clout. Begin also 
sorely disappointed his mass con- 
stituency, those in the poorer quar- 
ters of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, who 
tee! they were abandoned in the 
pro-business policies of Beain’s 
partners. 

Part of the prime minister’s 
problem is that he has no 
independent-minded confidants 

with whom he can consult on equal 
terms, as Levi Eshkol and Golda 
Meir had. He has sorely missed the 
counsel of the late Arve Ben- 
tliezer. who died in 1968. and 
whose place has never been filled. 

WHAT HAD been the Likud's 
most sterling asset — Begin’s 
presence at the helm — may prove 
to be a source or weakness in the 
1981 election campaign. This is cer- 
tainly a prime calculation in the 
decision of Yigael Hurvitz and Co. 
to try to tie themselves to Moshe 
Dayan’s coat-tails, after detaching 
themselves from those of Begin. 

To judge by talk circulating in 
Herut. the Liberals are also contem- 
plating how best to abandon the 
Likud ship, but after the elections. 
Inside Herut there are strong suspi- 
cions thut, should the Likud emerge 
from elections on the opposition 
bench, the Liberals will fleewiih the 
booty they gained at HcrulN ex- 
pense into Uhej hope) Labour's 
welcome embrace. My inquiries 


West Bank’s ‘uncrowned king’ 


Once a member of the Syrian 
Ba'ath, Shak'a was ‘‘interrogated" 
and imprisoned by the Jordanians 
and banished to Syria and Egypt for 
his political associations, and did 
not return to the West Bank until 
3fter the 1967 war. 

And then, just over a year ago, 
this short, moustachioed man with 
the constant smile was propelled 
into a position that made him the 
rallying-poinl for the most con- 
certed action by the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories since an 
Israeli military government was es- 
tablished there in the aftermath of 
the Six Day War. 

The military government tried to 
trap Shak’a into expressing support 
for the 1978 coastal road massacre 
in which 34 people died. But their 
clumsy attempt to rid themselves of 
a tiresome local politician 
backfired. While the Nablus mayor 
was vilified by the authorities as 
the source or all the unrest in the 
area, his status among his own 
people whs inevitably enhanced 

Last June's bomb attack elevated 
him and his no less radical colleague 
from Ramallah, Karim Khalaf, to 
the position of "martyrs of the 
Palestinian revolution.” Vulgar and 
provocative pictures of a foot or lea 
streaming blood and sprouting an 
olive tree as the symbol of the 
Palestinian's commitment to his 
land, became popular presents, and 
Bassam and “Karim" were 
everybody s heroes. 


By David Richardson 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 



l l N0 °OUBT that 
Shak a has developed considerably 

nm, eS p Pa f- momhs ‘ He i'arnt 
some English while he was in 

London being fitted with artificial 
legs, and is now at ease with 
diplomats, politicians and jour- 
nalists. He was decorated at an in- 
ternational “Peace Conference" in 

nwL^ V l ear5 anolher decoration 
awarded him recently by the 

Syrian government, on the lapel of 
his sports jacket. F 

xhfn 1 [° r al1 , that ’ hc prefers talking 

through an interpreter, and the in- 


terviewer has difficulty in gening 
beyond the familiar rhetoric of 
Palestinian politicians. 

t The bomb attack and his injuries 
have not made me change my 
ideas about Israelis." he suys. 
coexistence is possible between all 
people, but the policies and 
ideologies of the Israeli authorities 
nave produced tension and counter- 
tension as the basis for daily life 
here. Once the Palestinians uchievc 
their national rights (huaua al- 
watantya — ihe phrase peppers 
almost every reply), coexistence will 
P°f b ‘< between two national 
entities — i srae i aiK j Palestine." 

The problem is not how to reas- 

^L eVe V hosc Israe,is willingTo 
but rail the * d ^ a ° f SUCh a so,u *° n « 

haLn the - thc Israe,i attitude 

?rT d r-hL' d ,f 0l08ical P olici,!s lll »‘ 

are rejected not only here but 
abroad u w eM . These policies ™ 

tho°h n e: a ™ c :" donconfromaii °" 

Israei “Th ™ i‘ arae squarel J f »□ 

« ‘"ten. .■■he d?ct“"° th,,V ' any 

nriationship between them onsc- 
tbn h thai C ? ab, “ hed ‘ Is the 

^ou h , a z,tm, ,hOUid bu * 

H,3" rec ° 8nizc the tight of self- 

fsssr for the jews but the 

Jewish nation should brace itself for 
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among the Liberals certainly cor 
firm such suspicions. The m2 
Ltkud partner was talking ofgS 
Begin a last chance back in 1977 . 
thus the mounting pressure inside’ 
Herut to force a merger of the f ac 
tions into a single Likud party 
Knesset candidates chosen bv . 
single forum. 1 

The- Liberals realize that this 1 
would mean their demise as an In 
dependent force. Their Herut 
critics, who call the Liberals *W 
pistim" (hitch-hikers), will shortly 
try lo force the issue In the Herat 
Central Committee. They will UrM 
that un uliimntum be adopted, s «. 
ling a time limit for uniting Likud 
factions into a single par iy 
Otherwise each party runs in the 
elections on its own. 

It is unlikely that Begin would 
agree lo any move that would upset 
his Liberal partners. Indeed, one 
veteran Herul politician remarked 
lo me that their beloved leader 
always seems to make far-reaching 
allowances for thc Liberals and 
other Likud partners, though his 
forbearance vanished when dealing 
with his own Herut faithful. 

A FORTNIGHT ago. Prof. Ben- 
jamin Akzin.Tjne-Tri^hr-most dis- 
tinguished thinkers on the right of 
our political spectrum, appealed r 0 
Herut lo become a modern politics! 
parly. His article in a Hebrew daily 
caused quite a stir. He argued that 
even if Labour returns to office, the 
country needs a political alternative 
to turn to in four years’ time. Herul 
could he this alternative, he 
believed, only if it rid itself of the 
Liberals and other Likud factions 
and dropped Menahem Begin as its 
leader. Begin has outlived his 
usefulness, the professor held, and 
was only a millstone around Menu's 
neck. Thiil such a sober scholar on 
Hie righi as Ak/in should put into 
print such sentiments' indicates the 
spread of wluil might have been 
considered lese-mnjeste not so long 
ago. 

two things: first, to face the result! 
of the policies they have been fol- 
lowing, anti secondly, to 
acknowledge huquq al-wataniya . " 

His view is that “the Palestinians 
should have thc right to establish a 
slate on any part of the occupied 
territories regained nnd then seek 
terms for co-existence on the basis 
ol the philosophies ol the two 
nut ions’’. 

Discussing the "Jordanum up- 
lion." .Shiik'ii Miy.i that* ir*'lfas no 
basis in fuel mul is brought up by the 
conspirators - particularly the 
Labour Purty and (he Americans 
and not hy the Jorduniuns them- 
selves.'’ Such talk is intended as 
political obfuscation, lo hide the 
real facts in the area. "The ‘Jorda- 
nian option’ is a plot which both we 
nnd Amman reject,’’ says Shak’a. 

The "Jordanian option" as a vehi- 
cle for achieving Palestinian goals is 
a "tactical approach", which avoids 
confronting the real issues, he says. 
"Cooperation with Jordan is 8 
Palestinian problem and has no 
bearing on the final solution, which 
is the establishment of a Palestinian 
state". 

Solutions in stages are clearly 
more likely to complicate theissuej-' 
for the Palestiniansjibo-nri^ 
themselvesaddresSuig their claims 
^Jo-ae-AfaSgovernment rather than 
to Israel. 

"There are geographical dif- 
ferences — the West Bank is one 
thing and Jordan is another. First let 
us have self-determination. Then we 
can talk about links and a 
relationship with Jordan." 
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AT FIRST SIGHT, it seems 
perhaps inopportune to attempt the 
profile of a minister just when the 
government is collapsing. It would 
certainly be unjustified in the case 
of many of the ministers who by the 
autumn will have faded back into 
well-deserved oblivion. 

But the space, the effort, and the 
claim on the reader's attention are 
eminently justified in the case of 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir — 
not so much to record his salient 
success during his nine months at 
the Foreign Ministry as lo 
familiarize ourselves with this 
withdrawn and little-known man 
who may soon have an historic role 
to play in preserving oug 
democracy. 

A year from now, by all the signs 
and omens, Yitzhak Shamir may 
well be leader of a much-reduced 
and dispirited Likud opposition. 
Premier Begin has said many times 
that hc plans to retire a year or so 
after the elections. If he loses, as the 
polls predict, he will presumably 
want to quit even earlier than hc 
originally planned. He surely does 
not have it in him now, physically or 
spiritually, to undertake the gruell- 
ing task of rebuilding a defeated 

.party. • 

That task wlIT probably fall to 
Yitzhak Shamir. 

Recently The Jerusalem Post car- 
ried on its Opinion Page a stark 
warning of Ya'acov Friedler that 
democracy itself could be gravely 
endangered by the magnitude of the 
Likud’s failure in government and 
its expected massive mauling at thc 
ballot-box. The very concept of the 
alternative, bedrock of the 
democratic system, would have 
been discredited. 

Shamir volunteered in an inter- 
view that he had read the piece, and 
was himself troubled by thc same 
fears. "The conclusion is," hc said, 
“that thc Likud must not be mauled 
at the ballot-box... But I don’t sup- 
pose you’d agree.” 

A MORE REALISTIC conclusion 
is that thc next leader of the opposi- 
tion will have his work cut out for 
him, and will have to be a man of 
faith and a deeply commiued 
democrat. Docs Yitzhak Shamir fit 
the bill? 

"1 don't think about it at all," hc 
says. Invariably this is his answer to 
any question about his own political 
future. It sounds forced. But I have 
heard it so often, from him and from 
people who know him well, that I 
almost believe it._ 

"He wouldn’t do that- much to 
become prime minister," says his 


Moderate extremist... 

Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir may appear a strange choice for a 
profile just when the government is collapsing. But a year from now 
he may well be leader of a Likud opposition, writes 
Post Diplomatic Correspondent DAVID LANDAU. 


erstwhile button man in Lehi, Ihe 
pre-Stalehod underground 
organization, Matii Shmuelevitz, 
“He is not preoocupied by career 
considerations, never was. What 
matters for him is the content of 
what he’s doing, the work itself, not 
the rank, or prestige, or publicity. 

"And he would never do anything 
remotely disloyal lo Begin," adds 
Shmuelevitz, who now serves as 
director-general of the Prime 
Minister’s Office. "They are very 
close. They speak to each other 
several limes a day.” 

Thc prime minister is "very hap- 
py,” Shmuelevitz says, at Shamir's 
success in the Foreign Ministry, al 
thc steady evolution of his image as 
a statesman and politician. 

Others consider this unswerving 
loyalty to Begin a failing rather than 
an unmitigated virtue. They say that 
Shamir is sometimes critical of 
policy decisions, but keeps his 
criticisms in his belly rather than 
confront the prime minister. 

Still others see this as a sign of his 
political wisdom and patience. 
Begin has shown, lime and again, 
that he will not tolerate kibbitzers 
around him. certainly not as heirs- 
presumpiive, no mailer how 
prestigious or popular they may be 
in their own right. Shamir, ac- 
cording to this theory, is quietly 
hiding his time. 

WHATEVER THE THEORY, the 
clear fact is that Shanur will not 
come into fulL bloom as long as 
Menahem Begin holds centre-stage. 

In the meantime, he is still 
developing and growing. A 
latecomer lo politics — he moved 
from ihe silent world of Lehi to 
that of the Mossad, emerging into 
daylight only in the early Sixties and 
gaining prominence inside Herut 
only in 1971 — he became national- 
ly known only when Begin named 
him Knesset Speaker in 1977. It 
seemed then that the prospect of 
holding executive office had passed 
him by. He himself, with his 
philosophical impassiveness, 
seemed happily reconciled to the 
padded comfort of the Speaker’s 
Chair. 



In a short span of months 
everything changed: his position, his 
image, and his prospects all un- 
derwent a revolutionary revision. 
Begin made him foreign minister in 
place of Dayan, and, confounding 
all the pundits and prophets or 
doom, Shamir has done remarkably 
well at that difficult past. This is the 
assessment of two groups of men 
known for their hyper-critical at- 
titude to our foreign ministers — the 
senior staff of the ministry and the 
diplomatic corps ill Tel Aviv. 

To be fair, Shamir had several ob- 
jective advantages working in his 
favour. Hc was the leader of the 
notorious “Stem Gang," that murder- 
ed Lord Moyne: and he was a dyed- 
in-the-wool hardliner who abstained 
mi the Camp David agreements and 
would have voted against had he not 
been Speaker. These must have 
been the most prominent points in 
briefing-papers prepared for foreign 
statesmen and diplomats in advance 
of their meetings with him. (Shamir 
has made a point of meeting per- 
sonally with dozens of prime 
ministers and foreign ministers; 
some he has already seen twice and 
ihrice.) 

Imagine then, their pleasant sur- 
prise to be confronted with a mild- 
mannered, modest and unassuming 
man. 

Shamir, with his impeccable 
grace and affability, had the added 
objective advantage, both inside the 
ministry and in his foreign contacts, 


of succeeding the often brusque and 
surly Dayan. Ministry officials now 
have the feeling that they are being 
listened to, that their papers are be- 
ing read, that they dare venture a 
point of view. Foreign leaders, worn 
edgy by Begin’s hectoring or 
Dayan's gruffness, warm lo 
Shamir's unaggressive good man- 
ners. 

Ultimately, of course, these ob- 
jective advantages would not have 
sustained Shamir's success were 
they not supplemented by his own 
subjective qualities; he honestly 
believes that Israel needs to learn 
from other, older Western nations, 
he is plain and straightforward, 
and he shuns the glib publicity- ploys 
of modern media-diplomacy. 

But is he really a moderate? Has 
he changed since he opposed Camp 
David or since he look over the 
Foreign Ministry? That is the truly 
intriguing — and important — ques- 
tion. 

"He's the same man,” says Matti 
Shmuelevitz. "I don’t think there 
have been any ideological changes 
in him. He has always recognized 
realities, confronted them and 
sought lo deal with them. Perhaps 
now as foreign minister he is even 
more nware of the hard realities of 
Israel’s international situation. But 
that heightened awareness has not 
changed his basic outlook." 

Shamir himself says he has 
"remained faithful” to his long-held 
principles while ui the same time ex- 
ercising that ideal which the Lehi so 
much admired — pragmatism. 

PERHAPS the nearest thing to 
Shamir’s "credo’’ is the profoundly 
wise observation: "There is no need 
to express one's views just for the 
sake of expressing them." (Can we 
delect here an cver-so-delicate 
criticism of Begin...?) 

He dwells on the difference 
between "style" and "content.'' 
"Revolutionaries of all hues." he 
says, “always stressed the distinc- 
tion between means and ends. Style 
of speech is n means, a weapon in 
one’s armoury. As such it must be 
used carefully, thoughtfully, effec- 
tively." At the same time, thouah. 


one must never lie. One need not 
always spell out the whole truth — 
but one must never resort 10 un- 
truth. 

A visiting group of European 
parliamentarians recently asked 
him whether he would insist, in 
future negotiations under Camp 
David, that only Palestinians who 
recognize Israel could lake part in 
the talks. 

Shamir : “The basis is Camp 
David. That provides for freely 
elected representatives...” 

Q: “ Yes but would you Insist that 
they recognise the permanence of 
Israel?" 

Shamir: “There is nothing in 
Camp Daivd on this. But I would 
hope that those who participate in 
the talks will understand that they 
have to cooperate with the State of 
Israel." 

Q: "What about West Bank leaders 
who are closely linked to the PLO? 
Wouldn’t the free elections eventually 
lead lo a Palestinian state?" 

Shamir: "Well, we don’t know 
who would be elected... It's a risk 
we've taken. It's for five years and 
there would be security provisions. 1 
hope that in the future we will Find 
the means lo organize this 
autonomy in peace and cooperation 
with the State of Israel. I hope... I 
hope. These are difficult and com- 
plex problems. Sometimes you have 
to take risks.” 

"As foreign, minister," Shamir 
noted in a interview recently, 
"one must constantly seek ways of * 
narrowing gaps, of drawing one’s in- 
terlocutors closer to one’s own 
position." There is no purpose 
served in the mere rehearsal for its 
own sake of positions which the 
oilier side finds unpalatable." 

But of course there is a purpose 
in this for most people: to confirm 
,uhI strengthen their own belief in 
1 hose positions which others find 
unpnLi table It takes a very strong 
m a n indeed to gloss over 
“awkward" viewpoints in scores of 
conversations with intelligent 
counterparts and vet to remain 
firmly committed to those view- 
points himself. 

Shamir is a very strong man. But 
i> the distinction between ends and 
means, style and content, really as 
clear-cut in his mind as he would 
have himself believe? Or is 
something evolving un- 
acknowledged by him. somewhere 
in his subconscious? 

The foreign minister dismisses 
such psycho-heretical speculation, 
observing with satisfaction that "no- 
one hus accused me of betraying or 
abandoning my principles." □ 


THE GOVERNMENT should be in 
daily contact with West Bank and 
Gaza mayors if it is really commit- 
ted to the autonomy plan, says MK 
Abba Eban. . 

, He made the point last week in 
"explaining Labour's foreign policy 
positions and those hc would take in 
a Labour government. 

Labour, he said, does not even 
mention the "Jordan option" in the 
foreign policy platform worked out 
at its recent convention. Labour's 
policy, he said, could best be 
described as "the integral solution." 

The Labour offer of territorial 
compromise is based on the as- 
sumption that there must be a link 
between the 1.2 million Arab in- 
habitants on the West Bank of the 
Jordan and the remaining Palesti- 
nians inside King Hussein’s 
kingdom. The Jordanian and the 
Palestinian issues must be in- 
tegrated, Eban said, into one policy 
that could even be conducted in 

stages. • . .. 

Israel’s interest in relinquishing 


Eban’s ‘integral solution’ 

The man who is likely to be foreign minister in a Labour government talks to Post 
reporter Robert Rosenberg about what his party offers. 


the heartland of the West Bank to a 
Jordanian -Palestinian entity is 
based on "moral and Jewish 
values." An opening card in 
negotiations should be the promise 
of reluming 1.2 million Arabs to the 
Arab world, instead of leaving them 
in an Israeli one. 

By Eban’s lights. Labour’s policy 
has a “possible strategic gain... and 
(definitely) a tactical one.” It could 
"narrow, if not close, the gap" 
between Israel and world opinion. 

Under a Labour government it 
won’t be the interior minister who 
would handle the autonomy 
negotiations, says the former 
foreign minister, who believed that 
Labour’s adoption of an abridged 
version of the Yariv-Shemtov plan 
"leaves the door open" to Palesti- 



nian participation. 

U.S. involvement in the peace 
process was necessary for Israel 
because of Washington's ability to 
compensate Israel materially for 
concessions. 


EBAN ridiculed those who ridicule 
Labour for offering a policy that 
nobody has accepted "since nobody 
has accepted any other plan" put 
forward by Israeli politicians. He 
believed that the intrinsic dynamic 
of negotiation would undoubtedly 
result in changes in the positions of 
all sides. , 

To those iwho talk of thc pos- 
sibility of a: U.S. military base in 
Israel, Eban retorted it is " not in the 
interests of the national interest or 
the, national; integrity to make un- 
solicited offers." 

He agreed, however, that .most 
Israelis would like to see America 
take a higher profile in the region. 

He also conceded that Hussein 
was not giving “ideological com- 
fort" to Israel nowadays, but added. 


that Labour's terms of reference on 
the Jordanian- Palestinian option 
"are geopolitical,” and not based on 
personalities. 

The European Economic Com- 
munity’s Middtc East initiative drew 
fire from the former minister. "It 
undermines the bargaining power 
the Europeans should have with the 
Palestinians.” Labour would hope 
to see a more "rigorous” 
relationship between Europe and 
the PLO. 

That “rigour" would be the 
leverage that Europe could use 10 
move the Palestinians toward 
moderation. 

The Palestinians have not 
managed to solve the credibility 
problem. Eban said of recent 
reports of PLQ willingness to come 
lo terms with "the Zionists.” Labour 
believes the Palestinian community 
"is mature enough” to establish a 
new leadership, if it chose, nnd 
Labour would encourage that 
leadership by maintaining dose 
coplacl with West Bank mayors. 
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BACK IN THE U.S., Earl Williams 
*vas just another basketball player. 
He was good enough to play a few 
seasons in the NBA, the world’s 
premier professional basketball 
league. And while he earned some 
accolades Tor his defensive abilities, 
he certainly wasn't famous. 

J[? w in .his second year in Israel. 
Williams is becoming accustomed 
to being a star. There are those who 
would say that his bruising play un- 
der the backboards for Tel Aviv 
Maccabi, the top team in the 
country and one of the best in 
Europe, has made him a national 
hero as well. 

"In America you play for the 
fans. In Israel, the entire country is 
depending on you," Earl confided 
m an interview at his home, one re- 
cent Friday afternoon. “You feel 
that the whole world is watching 
you." B 

At 2.0J metres and 135 kilogram- 
mes (ice cream adds another 15 
Kilos in (he summer), Earl certainly 
stands out in a crowd. And merely 
walking down the street - any 
street — means that lie’s subjected 
lo * nst ant recognition and 
something approaching adoration 
.People stop to stare at him. shout 
encouragement, walk over to shake 
his hand and ask for his nutograph. 

Earl's face is familiur lo practical- 
ly every Israeli. It appeurs on TV 
screens Thursday nights during the 
European Cup seuson. and on thou- 
sands of tee-shirts, together with his 
fellow American Black Maccabi 
star. Aulcie Perry. Earl’s two sons, 
who have been photographed for a 
candy wrapper, and his wife, 
Margaret, also get their shurc or 
iiilcniion. 


■ ?u ly r 0nCe ’ Earl recalls, did a fan 

street AncUh hi "> 

the h ^w d n Wastast summer, on 

e scv l All,mic Ci ‘J-. New 

Celebrity status also means that 
Earl can meet notables in other 
fields, hkc MK Moshe Dayan, 
whose pre-game appearances have 
become a fixture at Maccabi Euro- 
pean Cup home games. “What a 
great honour it is to shake his 

hand. Earl says. "He’s a very deep 

person, and I'm proud that I’ve had 
a chance to meet him. I don't think 
that, m the Stales. I’d ever come 
„ s ®, ,£> meeting someone like 
President Carter." 


The Earl of 

Maccabi 

Earl Williams and his family are becoming 
accustomed to the celebrity status that 

The photographs are by Tzachi Ostrovsky. 







EARL IS interested in history, and 
tries to learn something about the 

nh« S JV? 8 ? 1 ? hcre Ma «abi 
plays. And he s also done some 

searching for his own "roots." trac- 
ing his ancestry back to East Africa 
His great-grandparents were slaves 
m the U.S., and his father. a 

'.t 1 * 5 sle *ly increase in 
the dropout rate of Russian Jewish 
emigrants, there are signs of a new 
spiritual awakening and thirst for 
Jewish studies among thousands of 
Jcw-s in the Soviet Union. 

So says Prof. Yirmiyahu 
u ran over, professor of mechanical 
engineering at Ben-Gurion Univer- 
sity in the Negev and chairmun of 
Miamir, the Association of Jewish 
Religious Professionals from the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. 

1 rof. Bran over, who was a 
leading scientist at the Physics In- 
shtute of Latvia and a candidate for 
the Nobel Prize before coming on 
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baseball player, died an alcoholic in 
1964. His mother, of American In- 
dian descent, once worked as a 
housekeeper for Martin Luther 
King. 

He’s also found some roots here, 
in history. “I f ee | historical here 
every day, he says, disarmingly. 
You always feel historical here 
because there’s so much lo learn. 
We get into a lot of discussions here 
about the Bible, the religion of the 
Jews and of the Arabs. You see a lot 
of things by looking at histoiy." 

sirlnt ^” iams fami| y als ° has 

£3 Mr? t,es * Mar 8 areI was 
th . e ^P°«olic church, and 
Earl had religious training in his for- 
mative years. “All my people 

!fi7 “*• he explains 

and for them and for me, coming 

Und" e H ? C ° ming 10 the Pro mised 
. , nd ; His two brothers, here on a 

mem fr ° m thC St8tes ’ nod in a * r «- 

"I don’t know what my life will be 
like, what the Father has in store for 
me," declares Earl, “but I serve him 
more than I serve Lhe Devil " 
Sometimes, he feels, basketball can 
lead to evil "because itgets you into 
fights. I feel that it’s the evil of the 
Devil that makes me want to win." 


America. But I’m learning how to 
cope.” u 

Coping with different foods i* 
part of the problem. “Take a little 
thing like pickles, for example 
Pickles here taste a lot different 
from what they do at home. When I 
make u dish like potato salad. I u« 
sweet pickles. But since they don’t 
have sweet p.ckles here. I have i 0 
learn to readjust my taste." 

The two children, seven-yeur-old 
Earl Jr. and Durrik. who's five 
haven j had n hard time in Israel 
They ve got their little friends on 
the street. They speak to the kids in 
English," and get answered in 
H .®J rew « ., sa y s Margaret. She adds 
with a smile "They all seem to up- 
derstand each other." 

• B vi h oL cnd Ihe American school 
in Kfar Shmaryahu, where they're 
small-scale celebrities because of 
!, f !P ,r /“! her A, nd Margaret is happy 
that it s not dangerous for the kids 
to play out on the street late at 
night. 


That’s an admission that his 
temper sometimes gels the best of 
him, as it did in the qualifying round 
of the European Cup last 
November. Earl was jostling with 
the big centre of Pathatanaikos of 
Athens under the Yad Eliahu 
stadium basket, and retaliated for 
what he termed "a deliberate foul" 
by delivering a whopping right hand 
to the Greek's jaw. 

The Athenian ended up on the Yad 
Eliahu floor, and Earl watched the 
rest of the game from the bench. 
The punch, which on television 
looked worthy tjf* a heavyweight 
boxer, brought Earl a mispciiM.iii 
trom the next international game. 
Fortunately, Maccabi won that 
game in England and made its way 
to the six-team European Cup final 
round. 


c.t R r L |, B ! ST i FRIENDShere »™ 

o her Black American basketball 
players — Aulcie Perry, Lavon 
Mercer (Tel Aviv Hapocl) and Dee 

He j T y much al h ome 

wth them, and they drop by often 
to listen to records (his collection is 
exclusively of Black artists), J 

Z' Cl ! vld ® ola P«- They also spend 
time together visiting friends, or just 
driving around the Tel Aviv urea. 

Margaret likes the warmth ofTcl 
tZ and ! l . s People, but has had dif- 
Sgjy ad J. us J ,n 8 to the different 
lifestyle. Shes nervous about driv- 
ing in the free-for-all Israeli traffic 

®" daan feel at home in a 

untry where she doesn’t speak the 
nguage ’ll isn't really me here," 

S adm 'f, s - My life is very dif. 
ierent, and so much more active, in 


The new awakening in Russia 

JS BID. is enmiiranarl **"' — — - 


n EARL AND MARGARET have 

0 many acquaintances in Israel, but 
e they’ve developed a special 

’ relationship with the AmpHITajas- 
family from the Ramie area. Earl 
s met this Beduin family last year, 

\ when one of the women came to 
J work as a maid. And when 
Margaret and the boys arrived this 
J season, they decided to "adopt" the 

1 entire family. 

"They're like my mother, sisters 
• and brothers,’’ explains Earl. "They 
I call or come over every duy. That 
never happened to me before, 
neither in Europe when I played 
there, nor in the Slates. I've never 
M.’cn a family that would accept vou 
like they do." 

■ The Abu-Hafajns arc’ leaching 

\ s„'Y. Hebrew. Thev 
, ” lit Ip them shop in the shuk, 

wIr-m S "f T d hare Mar san:l over 
. , Earl is away with the team. 

tnn d r'fh VVillia,ns is at the 
top or lhe guest list whenever the 

ii«M U D S , huV - C a,,v ki,,d ° r t’elcbrn- 
licn. Referring to these banquets, 

Earl says he s never seen so much 
tood m one place at one time. 

B-'L-k in i he l%U.s. the Abu- 
i.ii.ij.is frequently entertained Idi 
Annn and some of his Ugandan 

inlii, dS /“ r 1,8 hruaks in lhcir 
ininlary training in Israel. That was, 

Amin became 
Uganda s chief «f sla(T, and its 

(vrnrinical president. 

n u hc Ahu-Hofajns speuk to Earl in 
Hebrew, and Earl tries to use the 
words that h e knows ns often us he 
can. He cun already pick up some 
nmgs people say, and Murgaret can 
hold simple conversations. Both 
Aulcie Perry and Earl took Hebrew 
lessons Iasi year, but stopped them 
J™ 5 season started in earnest. 
There s always next year," says a 
confident Earl. □ 


tight years ago, is encouraged 

r™«3? ***""““* 

arcThnM = ial l/ in r^ C big ci,ics - l hc re 
Shthhn, ^ ° f L Jcws who observe 
Shabbat and kushrut while studying 

Li ,, HC “S of a "lathemati 

cjI genius. Michael Schneider 

WMrint'f'n h“ of Mosco » 

wearing full hassidic garb- a beard 

El? [n °" g sld |?urls. as ff he were liv- 

the Mea Shearim, undaunted by 

hc sla ros and insults he en. 

countered. Schneider no w fi ves ?n 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Jerusalem and studies Tora at 

thSdYdt dqU,B " in Rehov 

About JO Russian immigrants at- 
tend free classes in Mishna. Shulhan 
Aruch and Gemara at Shamir every 
Mostly professionals, or 
tudems. they study after a | 

m g day. But since few had even 
heard of such books in Russia, they 
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Si*? mu *t make up for lost 

JSS”a£ ^^^522 

srss?SF?¥ 

and MUS?* t,anlty ’ ,slam 


Among the secular volumes 

bnarnir prints in Russian is Herman 

ouk s This Is My God. Working on 

a limited budget provided by the 

Jewish Agency, the Prime Min- 

8 P® C8 j loans and donations, 

?nrvx m r - print8 from 3 *°°° 10 

3, WO copies of each title. ^ 

They arere a d^W--?fIId1ed not 

^JJyyo-^rffSCbut also in Russia, 

wnich they enter "by various ways,"' 

says the professor. "Every time a 

new volume comes out and arrives 

m the Soviet Union, it’s as if a bomb 

n e ; edro P p ed. Jews get very excited 
ha d d b ° 0kS B ° from haod t0 
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What’s happening on the stage 

An occasional column to give an Idea of what is happening on the Israel stage. Some of the per- 
formances are for one night, others for longer. 


YOU DON'T HAVE 
A MILLIONAIRE TO 
TRAVEL THE HOLY 
LAND LIKE A LORD 


IU BE 
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All programme* ere In Hebrew nnleti otherwise 
elated. 

Jerusalem 

THE CARETAKER — By Harold Pinter. 
Bsershebs Theatre production. (Khan, Sun- 
day. Monday and Tueiday at 8.30 p.m.) 

JUDGMENT — By Barry Collins; translated 
and directed by Eran Baniel; performed by 
Gad Kaynar. Monologue of a Russian officer 
charged with killing and eating hb captive 
comrades. (Pargod.) 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, LENNY 
BRUCE — NUiim Zohar in the role of the 
famous comedian. (Jerusalem Theatre.) 

A LOVELY LIGHT — Dramatization of the 
life and work of Edna St. Vincent Mllay. In 
English. Directed by and with Aviva Marks. 
(Hilton. Lillie Theatre, Monday at 9 p.m.) 

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE - By Wi- 
liam Shakespeare. Camerl Theatre produc- 
tion. (Jerusalem Theatre, Sunday and Monday 
al 8.30 p.m.; Tuesday al 4.30 and 8.30 p.m.; 
Thursday at 8.30 p.m.) 

PAN7.A COPANZA — Humorous version or 
stories from the Bible presented by “Mifguh" 
Theatre. ClYavia. 38 King GeorgeJ — 

STARS IN YOUR EYES — Portrait of Qolda 
Meir, with Peter Frye and Thelma Ruby. In 
English. (Khan, Wednesday at 9 p.m.) 

THIS LAND — Social satire with Dubl Gal, 
Ruthie Hollzman, Dudu Yardeni. (Khan.) 


Tel Aviv Area 

BARS — By Yitzhak Weingarten and Haim 
Mertn: with music by Shlomo Gronich, Haifa 
Theatre production. (Habimah, Tuesday and 
Wednesday at 8. JO p.m.) 

A HUNGER ARTIST — By Franz Kafka. Box 
Theatre production. (Tel Aviv Museum.Tues- 
day at 1-30 p.m.) 

IN THE I’ENAL COLONY - By Franz 
Kafka. Directed by Asher Zarfuti. (Teatron 
Hamudragot, ItiJiDizengofT.) • •• • . 

IN THE WOODS, IN THE WOODS — Set in 
a prison cell, the play by Haim Meron focuses 
on two prisoners, a tough professional robber 
and a weakling driven by circumstances into a 
life of crime. Produced by the Gypsy Theatre. 
(Teairon Hamadrcgot, Wednesday at 10.30 
pm l 

THF. KETUBA - By Erraim Kishon 
Habimah production. (Habimah, Thursday at 
8.30 p.m.) 

THE LAST STRIPTEASE - Political satire 
by Yehoshua Sobol and Hillel Millelpunki. 
(Tzavta, 30 Ibn Gvtrol. Monday at 8.30 p.m.) 

LESSON FROM ALOES — By Athol 
Fugard. Habimah production. (Habimah, 
Monday, Tuesday and . Wednesday at 8.30 

p.m.) — 




Dubi Gal... social satire in "This 
Land. ” 

LITTLE TEL AVIV — By Dan Ben-Amotz 
and Haim Hefer. Habimah production. 
(Habimah, Thursday at 6.30 and 8.30 p.m.) 

A LOVELY LIGHT — (Sheraton, Sunday at 4 
p.m.) 

I HE MISER — Moliere's comedy juxtaspoi- 
ing miserliness — a denial of lire, and love, us 
affirmation. Habimah production directed by 
Duvid Levin. (Habimah i 

OTHELLO — By Shakespeare. Cameri 
production. (Cameri, Wednesday at 4.30 and 
8.30 p.m.) 

REFUGE — Based on the novel Hasioul by 
Sami Michael, the play is about a woman who. 
during the Yom Kippur Wat. often re luge u> 
an Arab poet wanted by police for alleged aub- 
versive activities. Khan Theatre production, 
directed by Man Rene n. (Tzavta. Sunday and 
Thursday at 8.30 p.m.j 

REQUIEM IN THE GHETTO - By Czech 
playwright Josef Bor. Dramatized and per- 
formed by Nava Shean. (Tel Aviv Museum. 
Tuesday at 1.30 p.m.) 

THE RISE AND FALL OF THE TOWN OF 
MAHAGONNY — The Cameri* s production 
of the Bertolt Brechi-Kurt Weill opera in 
which the fictitious town, dedicated to glut- 
tony. fornication, gambling and other corrupt 
pleasures of a capitalist society, eventually 
collapses. Directed by Omri Nilzan. (Cameri.), 

SIGNS AND MIRACLES — Monodrama 
with Oded Teomi. (Tiavtu.l 

THIS LAND — (Beit Lessln. 34 Weizmann, 
Wednesday at 9 p.m.) 


THF UNDERGROUND MAN — Adaptation 
of Dostoyevaky's itory by Asher Tsarfali. 
(Teatron Hamadregot, Tueiday at 10.30 p.m.) 

ViEUX CARRE — By Tenncme Williams. 
Habimah Theatre production. (Habimah.) 

WAITING IN THE WINGS — Noel Coward's 
comedy about life in “The Wings" — a retire- 
ment house for farmer actresses. Directed by 
Meir Shofftnann; produced by the ZOA 
House Drama Circle. (ZOA House, I Daniel 
Frisch, Monday and Wednesday al 8.30 p.m.) 

THE WINNERS - Commedla dcll'Arte by 
Israel Manor. (Teatron Hamadregot, Tuesday 
at 8 p.m.) 

WOMAN ALONE — Monodrama by Simone 
de Beauvoir. With Ruth Segal. (Teatron 
Hamadregot.) 

YA'ACODI AND LEIDENTHAL — By 
Hanach Levin. (Tuvin, Wednesday at 8.30 
p.m.) 

Haifa 

DANCE OF DEATH — Haifa Theatre’s 
production or Strindberg's play about the 
mutual haired Unking a husband and wife. 
Directed by Micha Levinson. (Municipal 
Theatre, Thursday) 

TWELFTH NIGHT — By Shakespeare. 
Produced by Habimah. (Municipal Theatre.) 

Other Towns 

BARS — (Ayelel Hashahar, Sunday at 9 p.m.) 

DANCE OF DEATH — (Gan Shmucl. Sun- 
day. Givat Halm, Monday) 

IMF. SUBJECT WAS ROSES - By Frank 
Gilroy. Beershebu Theatre production. 
(Bcershcbu.l 

TALES OF THE GOAT-MAN — The New 
York Pantomime Theatre (Kiiyat Bialik.) 

A WEDDING — By Brecht, Cameri Theatre 
production (Beeriheba, Sunday at 8 p.m.) 

Wil\|W AlOM I Jordan Valley t 

YA'ACOBI AND LEIDENTHAL - (Arad. 
Monday und Tuesday at 8.30 p.m.) 


Conducting themselves 




"The Walls of Jericho " by the late 
Shalom Moscovltz, a gouache that 
form part of a memorial exhibit on 
show at the Israel Museum until the 
end of this month. "Shalom of Sqfad , " 
Israel's most outstanding naive folk- 
painter and the sole heir to the 1 9th 
century religious painting of this 
country, died just a year ago. 


EXPLORATIONS is the title of 
three special concerts to be given by 
the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra 
this season, each dedicated to a 
contemporary composer who is 
usually also the conductor of his 
own works. 

First in this series will be 
Christobal Halffier, the Spanish 
composer/conductor. On the 
programme: Three Sonatas by An- 
tonio Soler, a Spanish 18th-century 
composer, in tne orchestration of 
Rodolfo Halffter. The famous 
German cellist Prof. Siegfried Palm 
will perform Halffter's Cello 
Concerto, to be followed by 
“Escorial” by Tomas Marko. The 
concert will end with De Falla's 
‘‘Three-Cornered Hat.” As is 
customary In these concerts, the 
audience is invited after the perfor- 
mance to sit in with the guests and 
discuss their music and attitudes, 

IN VIEW OF the singularity of 
these programmes, the JSO decided 
to give the audience in Tel Aviv the 
chance to participate. But the 


For teas than the price of any bus- 
tour, you and your party can travel 
luxuriously all over Ihe Promised 
Land with your own private guide. 
Call or write ua: 

ESHCOLOT TOURS LTD. 
aa Keren Hayasod St. 

Jerusalem 92149) Israel 
Tel. 02-B3BBB5, O2-00BBB6 
Telex, 26144 BX JM-IL EXT: 7108 


ANTISPY 

Neutralizer guards your phone 
against wire taps. Will ‘ make 
your phone toll-free, 

Uee may he subject lo prior 
permission oT authorities. 

Radio Doctor Ltd. 

IB Shalom Aleloham St. 

Tal Aviv, Tel. 288444 
Export enquiries Invited. 


V Ask for free catalogue of | 

j HEBREW SONGS J 

( on colour elides | 

(vowelled Hebrew, with i 

| English transliteration). | 
V m. BENTSIYON, 23BO Broadway — l 

< 1217, 9 

Naw York, N.Y., 10024, D.SJV. . 

^ Tal. 498-8001 J 


OPERA 


THE ISRAEL NATIONAL OP|Aa. - (Tel 
Aviv, I Allenby St.) Founded in 1947 by Edis 
de Philippe. Stage director Zvl Fefer. Rio 
Novello. Conductors: Alexander Tanki, Arleh 
Levanon. Chorus: Dr. H. Pinkus. 

THE GYPSY BARON — (Tel Aviv.) 

HANSEL AND GRETEL - (Tel Aviv, Mon- 
day) 

DON PASQUALE — (Tel Aviv, Tueaday) 
TOSCA — (Tel Aviv. Wednesday) 


AUTZPEH 

RACHEL 


We are a stone's throw fropa 
Jerusalem and ONLY 10 minutes 
away from Bethlehem. 

We can easily be reached by public 
transport. MITZPEH RACHEL can 
be your home-bese for sightseeing 
trios In the 

HOLYLAND 

KIBBUTZ RAMAT RACHEL 
P.O.B. 9B. Jerusalem Israel 
Reservations: 

Tel. 02-715712 or 715041 




Apartment 

Exchange 

Exclusive Tel Aviv fiat, 6 Luxurious, 
centra) heating/eir conditioning, 
entirely carpeted, underground 
perking, sea view, for smaller 

Manhattan flat. 

Dorit Lung, 4 Etsel, Ramat Gan, 03- 
769858. 

New York (212) 291-7608. 


LEARN WHILE YOU LISTEN! 


*"”'**» »^^ Blariaa .,N. |a 

nvnvnri ■■ t . } w t >< ^ 

A 




MUSIC NOTES/Yohaimn Boehm 

policy of the Israel Philharmonic 
Orchestra does not allow other 
orchestras to perform at M&nn 
Auditorium khe most reasonable 
venue for such a presentation. 

The JSO' therefore had to 
negotiate with the Tel Aviv 
Museum, which agreed to be the 
host. But since the Rec&nati 
Auditorium is much too small for 
the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra, 
the concert will be given in the 
entrance hall. This is in no way con- 
trary to the intentions and the spirit 
of these programmes. 

The next concert in the series will 
take place in March, when Alex- 
ander Goehr of England conducts 
"Theatre Music," featuring his own 
works. The last event, in May, will 
be a premiere of Joser Tql’s 
Concerto for Two Pianos and 
Orchestra, and will be broadcast via 
satellite to all members of the Euro- 
pean Broadcasting Union. 


"Shalom from Jerusalem," a monthly cassatte with compa- 
nion booklet, enables you to learn Hebrew as it’s spoken in 
Israel, In the quiet of your home. 

Each 60 minute tape Includes Interviews with well-known 
Israelis, an excerpt from a play, a Knesset debate, advertise- 
ments, recipes, a song, lessons (Bible, Literature, Language^. 
The booklet contains the complete text and the most difficult 
words with English, Frenah, Spanish and Russian translation. 

"8halom from Jerusalem" — 12 monthly programmes Incl. 
pkg. and poet (saa mall allow 6-8 weeks for flrat programme) 
US$76. 

Trial Programme (Cassette No. 1 with booklet) US$9.50 
By Air add U8S6 for each programme. 


POB 81. Jerusalem. Lsrael. 


"Shalom from Jerusalem” — Please send ma the 
12-month 12-cassBtta programme. My cheque for 
US$75 is enclosed, 
please send me the trial programme. 

My cheque for US$9.50 is enclosed. 

Please send by airmail. 

(Add US$5 per programme. 


NAME. 


ADDRESS 
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THE PROBLEM confronting n 
visitor to Egypt is distinguishing be- 
tween the natural grace, politeness 
and courtesy of the Egyptian people 
and iis leadership on the one hand, 
and (heir policy on the other hand. 
For it is important in evaluating 
relationships between our countries 
not to allow these two to be con- 
fused, or for the dividing line be- 
tween them to become obscured. 

One cannot but be impressed by 
the professional manner in which 
President Anwar Sadat and his aides 
devote themselves to the Israeli 
media and to those who, in their 
view., influence Israeli public opi- 
nion. 

This fact was brought home to me 
by an invitation, in (he midst of a 
sightseeing tour of Egypt, to fly to 
Aswan to meet Sadat. 

One has become inured 
psychologically to the matter-of- 
fact manner in which the presenta- 
tion of un Israeli passport at Cairo 
Airport or in an Egyptian hotel 
lobby is regarded. So much has 
been reported on such outward 
aspects of normalization that it is 
difficult to add anything new, ex- 
cept to record one's feelings of 
living through an historic process — 
and. indeed, being part of that 
process. 

These feelings were heightened 
during the flight in an Egyptian Air 
Force plane to Aswan, in which the 
crcu and all the fellow passengers 
accepted their Israeli visitor as if he 
were an everyday occurrence. 

MY MEETING with Sadat took 
place at the time of 
the furore surrounding The Je- 
rusalem . Post articles on in- 
ternal political events in Egypt 
which led to the banning of The 
Jerusalem Post correspondents. 
And indeed, my visit to the presi- 
dent was linked to the event by way 
of contrast in the weekly article of 
Anis Mansour in October 
magazine. Anis Mansour, a 
philosopher and poet of stature, 
edits October magazine and is a 
close confidant of the president, 
with whom he meets weekly. 

Also present at the meeting with 
Sadat, which was organized by 
Mansour (who accompanied me on 
the trip and to the meeting) were 
Vice-President Hosni Mubarak and 
Deputy Premier Dr. Fuad Mohicd- 
din (Sadat is also prime minister of 
Egypt today). There we sat in the 
well-kept gardens of Sadat's Aswan 
residence, relaxing under a 
sunshade, looking out over the Low 
Dam at an expanse of the Nile River 
Valley, and discussing a wide range 
or topics of mutual interest. 

It struck me at the time that i had 
never seen a photograph of Sadat 
receiving guests behind a desk or, 
indeed, in an office. He is invariably 
relaxed in an armchair or, as in this 
cuse. in an easy chair in the garden. 
The vice-president and the deputy 
premier each held their files with 


THE STRANGEST thing about the 
Jewish renascence in Israel is that 
sonic Jews here can be snobs who 
despise other Jews. One would have 
thought that people who had always 
been ul the bottom of ethnic und 
social nonsense would have been 
above such follies. Blit it seems that 
this is not so. 

For instil nee, I discovered after 1 
immigrated from South Africa that I 
was a Lilvak, and thut it was a 
wonderful feat on my purl to be 
one. Back in South Africa, where I 
was horn, there were about 100,000 
Jews who hud conic, or whose 
parents hud come, from Lithuania. 

There were some 20.000 Jews 
from (iermuny and England (no 
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Chaim Herzog, Israel’s former UN ambassador, has returned from a visit to 
Egypt, where he met with President Sadat, whom he/pund ‘sphinx-like and 
relaxed.* Herzog refers to Sadat as ‘one of the great statesmen of our time,’ 
but adds that ‘this should not blind us to the fact that while the great leader’s 
aims may well be compatible with those of Israel, his goal could well be 
irreconcilable, as we may see it.’ 

Encounter with Sadat 


papers that had been prepared for 
the meeting. But Sadat was his easy, 
sphinx-like, relaxed self. 

THE DEGREE of insight into inter- 
nal Israeli politics, and the coverage 
which they receive in the Egyptian 
media, is most impressive, as is the 
very intimate knowledge shown by 
the Egyptian leadership of the in- 
tricacies of the internal Israeli 
scene. 

One could but ponder how useful 
it would hgve been if Israel’s 
leadership evinced such interest and 
demonstrated such a degree of 
knowledge and understanding of 
the internal political scene in Egypt 
and, indeed, or the Arab world. 

The Egyptians' interest in 
political events in Israel — the 
meeting took place in (he week of 
the Hurvitz- Hammer confrontation 
— was considerable and detailed. 
The questions asked by the presi- 
dent and by Mohieddin revealed a 
very profound understanding of 
political affairs in Israel, coupled 
with no small degree of puzzlement 
about the intricacies of (he internal 
workings of the whole system. 

The various election permuta- 
tions and calculations were tossed 
about in an endeavour to gauge the 
general trend of the political tide in 
Israel. 

As is his wont, Sadat reiterated 
many of the points which have been 
made public in the past, such as 
during the Israeli Labour Parly 
delegation's visit und Dr. Henry 
Kissinger's visit. Once again, he left 
no doubt about his opinion of King 
Hussein and what he considers 
Hussein's subservience to the 
economic aid which he receives 
from his fellow Arab countries. 

But Sadat was at his best and 
most interesting when he discussed 
the global implications of the Mid- 
dle East situation. 

Although the Egyptians are reac- 
ting comparatively coolly to the 
events in Chad, it is clear that the 
Libyan “union” with Chad has dis- 
turbed them considerably, and has 
provided much food for thought 
regarding the geopolitical conse- 
quences. 

The Egyptians have been ad- 
dressing themselves with great con- 
cern to the very strange reaction of 
the French to these moves, and to 
the new geopoliticul realities which 
have poised a Soviet-backed Libyan 



(Ru Unger) 

dagger in the heart of Africa. 

There is no doubt that this 
development — occurring as it does 
on Egypt's border and endangering 
Egypt's neighbour Sudan — now 
occupies the centre of attention in 
Egyptian political and strategic 
thinking. 

SADAT CLEARLY INDICATED 
u preference for a November elec- 
tion in Israel rather than an early 
election in the spring. He believed 
the Middle Eust would undergo a 
considerable change in the course 
of the summer months. 

The developments, he added, 
would be such as to prevent any 
meaningful advance in the Israel- 
Arab negotiations. 

He described Syria as being in u 
slate of civil war, and suid far- 
reaching events would occur in 
Syria during the course or the com- 
ing summer, which he believed 
would overtake President Hafez 
Assad. Furthermore, he predicted 
that the Iraq-lranian war would 
come to an end in the summer, 
following a change of regime in 
both countries. 

Thus he believes that the Middle 
East is in for a “hoi’’ summer, with a 
series of major developments that 
will tend to push ihe Israel-Arab 
dispute and the Palestinian issue 
onto the sidelines. 

Given such circumstances, one 
gained the impression he was in no 
hurry to resolve the outstanding 
issues in the current negotiations, 
and that he would be quite content 
to wait until the outcome of the 
Israeli elections — or, as he puts it, 
until (he latter part of 1981 — 
before moving into high gear with 
(he negotiations. 

In general, one gets the impres- 


sion that Sadat sees himself as the 
elder statesman in a new troika that 
will meet at the Middle East summit 
to implement the Camp David 
agreements. 

I had already heard from Anis 
Mansour how impressed all the 
Egyptian participants had been by 
the high level of the seminar which 
had been conducted under the 
auspices of October magazine with 
the Labour Party delegation 
headed by Shimon Peres, which 
visited Egypt.~5a3at gave added ex- 
pression to the high regard in which 
he holds Peres and to the 
workmanlike approach which had 
come to expression in their various 
meetings. 

READING BETWEEN the lines, 
however, it is clear that Sadat and 
members of his government feel 
that negotiations with a Labour 
government will be much more dif- 
ficult than those they have been ac- 
customed to. 

For it is obvious to the Egyptians 
that in a Labour government they 
can expect to face individuals who 
arc highly experienced in inter- 
national negotiations and who work 
ns a team rather than at cross pur- 
poses. 

One gets the impression that the 
Egyptian leadership views a Labour 
government as providing a much 
stronger, more coherent und more 
cohesive team than they huve en- 
countered so far. 

AT THE RISK of being repetitive 
and mundane, Sudut is very im- 
pressive. One senses-.lhat one is sil- 
ling in the presence of u man who 
understands and appreciates the 
process of history, one of the great 
statesmen of our time. But this 
should not blind us to the fact that 
while the great leader's aims may 
well be compatible with' those nf 
Israel, his goal could well he 
irreconcilable, as we may see it. 

In other words, we arc confron- 
ted by a man who could possibly 
be a formidable adversary, outstan- 
ding in ability and perspicacity and 
endowed with the quality that dis- 
tinguishes a politician from a 
statesman - the ability to see 
several steps ahead. This wus the 
hallmark of Ben-Gurion. 

For alter all, at slake in sucli 
negotiations are issues of life and 
death. A close-up of the in- 
terlocuter in such negotiations must 


doubt they had gone to these lands 
from Eastern Europe) who, together 
with the South African Afrikaners 
and English, despised (he Lithua- 
nian Jews. We had nobody to look 
down on except people whose skins 
were the wrong colour. 

When I thought I had escaped 
from all that by immigrating to 
Israel, I found (hat I was continually 
heing asked where I was from. I 
replied proudly, “I was born in 
South Africa.” But that , was not 
good enough. They insisted on 
knowing where I was really from. I 
had to admit sheepishly that my 


Snobbery— Israeli style 


TELEREVIEW 
Philip Gillon 


parents had both gone to South 
Africa from Lithuania, although [ 
hastened to add that they had been 
very young when they did so. 

To my amazement, 1 was told. 
“You're a Litvak! Thai's wonder- 
ful!” 

I have often been tempted to go 
back to South Africa to tell those 
German and English Jews, not to 


mention the English and Afrikaner 
South Africans, how low they really 
come on the social scale compared 
to us Litvaks. 

I have also discovered the reason 
ou f. su P er i°nty: back in the 
helm, we Litvak men never 
worked, we studied all day, and left 
it to our womenfolk to support our_ 
families by running little shops. 

These reflections are inspired by 
a very sensitive Israeli film made 
for television, Indian in the Sun, 
based on a story by Adam Baruch, 
the Indian immigrant writer. His 
nero, the Indian, gets into trouble 
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give rise to mixed feelings. If we are 
in accord in the negotiations the 
problem may not be a grave one. 
But if we arc not, then the close-up 
of the potential adversary must give 
rise to much soul-scarching. 

True, as one moves around Egypt 
one senses the process of normaliza- 
tion. But this is true only to a point. . 
An analysis of Ihe process shows 
that it is still vcry tightly controlled. 

I (5ne senses this in contacts with the 
local -population: in the number of 

I Egyptians who tell you they would 
very much like to visit Israel but do 
not lake the steps to do so; in the 
very meagre scope or trade rela- 
tions; in the ultiludc among friends 
from years past. 

Give normalization a chance, say 
the Egyptians. Thnt is a fair request. 
They point out, quite rightly, that 
we ure two completely different 
societies, each working at its own 
pace. The rate of development and 
progress that one anticipates in 
Israel is completely different from 
that which obtains in Egypt. Israelis, 
maintain the Egyptians, tend to 
view developments in their society 
in the light of norms to which they 
are accustomed in Israel. 

Herein lies, in their -view, our- 
basic error. This argument is valid, 
but nevertheless I believe there is 
some justification today for the 
feeling, however imperceptible, that 
the process is too controlled, that it 
is not being permitted to gain 
momentum at a sufficiently rapid 
pucc. 

Meanwhile, the Egyptians are 
benefitting from the fruits of peace. 
Egypt is a stop on the route of 
countless Jewish groups to Israel. 
Wherever you go ill Egypt you run 
into large Jewish groups — not to 
mention many Israeli groups. 

The value to Egypt of those 
tourists in framing opinion in the 
ILS. is incalculable. Foreign invest- 
ment is growing. One hundred and 
sixty foreign hunks huve opened 
branches in Cairo. Almost 5,000 
new hotel rooms will be completed 
in Cairo in 1981. The balance of 
trude is a positive one. Cairo con- 
tinues, despite everything, to he the 
centre of the Arab world. 

There is no doubt that Egypt is 
beginning to enjoy the inter nation ill 
fruits of pence. 

I’ruc. the problems one sees are 
still stupefying in their magnitude, 
but there is a sense of direction mid 
there is, above all, leadership. 

One returns from Egypt highly 
impressed by its leadership, und by_ 
exposure to its approach Ul tlltT vital 
issue of information, which is in 
stark contrast to that of Israel. 

But one cannot avoid a number 
of unanswered questions. And an 
uncomfortable feeling that in this 
historic and vital process wc are 
being out maneuvered. 

Wc seem these days to be reac- 
ting to others’ initiatives instead of 
seizing on the historic oppor- 
tunities available to us. 

while serving in the Israel Army. -A 
very red-headed Ashkenazi named 
Ofer has to escort the Indian, under 
arrest, to a military prison in the 
north. While they drive in the Jeep, 
their relationship develops. They 
talk, they quarrel, they come to 
blows, the Ashkenazi tries tp. perv. 
suade the Indian to escape^-*-''^ 

A Jew despising— arTotner Jew 
seemsjij--be^soidi as to be 
belief, but the film certainly 
had an authentic air, and the In- 
dian’s pain seemed to be very 
genuine. 

The script, production, direction 
and acting were all very good, and 1 
trust that this is the precursor of 
many such indigenous films. 
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ASPECTS 

Stranger in the kibbutz 


By CAROL COOK 
“I NEVER knew what it meant to 
be a stranger until I came to live on 
the kibbutz," says David, a 
transplanted New Yorker. “You 
know in those Western films, when 
the stranger walks into the bar, and 
all the cowboys turn around to 
stare? Just like the kibbutz 
dining-hall when someone new 
comes in. But that's what makes it a 
community.” 

In the city, almost everyone is 
alien; on the kibbutz, every face is 
familiar. A new face gets a lot of at- 
tention, and if there is anything ex- 
ceptional about it, it gels excep- 
tional attention. 

I was in the dining-room having 
lunch one day when a new 
volunteer arrived. Most volunteers 
wear jeans and T-shirts and don't 
cause much of a stir. But this young 
woman was elegantly dressed and 
carefully coiffed and noticeably 
wearing eyeshadow. She was carry- 
ing' two’ pieces Of ntgLched -luggage 
instead df the usual rucksack, and 
she was also extremely pretty. Every 
head in the room turned as she 
made her way among the tables, 
slopping most conversation for an 
audible few seconds. 

As a newcomer, I found the 
curiosity disconcerting. The first 
day we arrived, as we were putting 
our suitcases on the porch, a gang of 
12-ycur-olds materialized at the 
edge of the garden. They were the 


boys in my son’s class, come to look 
over their new classmate and his 
family and their possessions; and I 
suddenly felt like the new display in 
a department store window. 
Everywhere I went at first, people 
looked at me. No one actually ig- 
nored me — an odd feeling for the 
urban dweller used to being 
anonymous. 

After people get to know who you 
are, their interest abates, but the 
distinction between the community 
and yourself as an outsider persists 
for a long time. You are the new kid 
in the class, the college freshman, 
trying to find your way into the 
group. First you are a “visitor,” 
then you become a “candidate.” 
This change in status may take 
anywhere from three months to a 
year or more, depending on the kib- 
butz and its policy. 

Finally, if you seem to be 
adapting to kibbutz life, you will be 
asked if you Waiit to request 
membership. Then there will be a 
vote, and in most kibbutzim you 
must be acceptable to two-thirds of 
the population in order to join. 

Since all the members have been 
through this initiation process, they 
have the solidarity that conies from 
having been tested and having pas- 
sed. They are the charerim. which 
means both members and com- 
rades, and everyone else is an out- 
sider. People who work off the kib- 
butz have “outside work” (which is 


subtly frowned on); the lecturer 
coming on Friday night is “from 
outside"; the city child who has 
been adopted by the kibbutz is an 
“outside child” (yeled chutz). 

Even volunteers come to adopt 
the attitudes of the in-group, despite 
the fact that they are transients on 
the k : bbutz. Once a group of 
volunteers has been on the kibbutz 
Tor a short time, they Form their own 
little community and tend to resent 
intrusions by new groups of 
volunteers. Instead of welcoming 
the newcomers, they grumble about 
them. The new ones soon form their 
own group, mingling with the 
veterans, and they in turn react with 
disgust when another group is ex- 
pected. “We're so cosy the way we 
arc, whul do we have to have them 
for?” they ask. 

1 should note that this has hap- 
pened only with the arrival of new 
groups or volunteers, not with single 
newcomers, so it must be the pres- 
sure of numbers that is irritating. 

The conspicuousness of the 
stranger makes for tight security, 
und this is required by n small, 
isolated and vulnerable community. 
A new, unexplained face is always a 
cause of suspicion. Two young peo- 
ple walk into the dining room, unac- 
companied by anyone you know. 
You assume they are volunteers. At 
supper you see them again, unat- 
tached to the volunteers or anyone 
else. By breakfast time, the 



Preparing the mass meal. (Rubingeri 


dini ngroo m manager w ill be i n- 
vestigating the pair. 

Being urban bred, I used to 
wonder at such “provincialism,” as 
I condescendingly called it — until I 
discovered that 1 was not as 
cosmopolitan as I thought. 

Soon after being put in charge of 
volunteers, 1 had just installed a 
group from Sweden. One of the 
members then told me he had seen 
two young Israelis with dark curly 
hair wandering around the kibbutz, 
looking for “the Swedes,” and say- 
ing they had a package to deliver. 
Suspecting the package might con- 
tain drugs, he had asked them to 
leave nnd advised me to be on the 
lookout. 

The next day I happened to en- 
counter a stranger on u path near 


my apartment, a young Israeli with 
dark curly hair. He stopped me and 
asked, “Where do the Swedish girls 
live?” Whereupon 1 immediately 
became suspicious that he was one 
of the pair with the package, Anx- 
ious to protect my charges, I began 
questioning him in a nonc-loo- 
fricndly manner. 

At this point, someone came 
along and overhearing my inter- 
rogation, introduced me to.the curly 
haired stranger — who turned out 
to be Moshe, a new visitor on the 
kibbutz. I blushed, apologized, tried 
to explain, and realized that I — so 
recently it newcomer — had begun 
to act like an insider already. 

Just like David said, 1 was becom- 
ing a member of the community. A 
strange sensation for un urbanite. 


Arab family’s peace symbol 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Ftiycz Ali Said Khalaf, a 21 -year- 
old gardener and maintenance man 
at Jerusalem’s Hebrew Union Col- 
lege. last week presented a copy of 
his late father’s book on the history 
of Arab-Jewish cooperation in the 
Old City to President Yitzhak 
Navon. 

“I give this to you in the name of 
my family," said Khalaf in Arabic 
when he entered the president's of- 
fice, "as a symbol of peace and 
friendship between the two 
peoples." 

When Ali Said Khaluf, a writer 
und poet, died ihremearx qgn at the 
age of 61, Favez und his mothers 
decided to publish his manuscript, 
Something from History in his 
memory. It was printed in an Arabic 
edition of 1,000 copies. 


"He wrote about Jerusalem, and 
Jews are a part of (he story of the 
city,” explained Khalaf, adding that 
his" father had researched the topic 
for five years. "The book shows that 
there has been a bond between Jew 
and Arab in Jerusalem's Old City 
for many years." 

Khalaf told Navon that his family 
has lived in the country for 300 
years, having come to Hebron and 
"then Eizariya outside Jerusalem, 
from Kurdistan. "My family have 
been here longer,” commented 
Navon with a smile. "We received 
you well, didn't we?” 

Khalaf's grandfather was a 
sheikh, but his father, having 
studied at Egypt’s A! Azhar Univer- 
sity, decided to be a writer, because 
he.didiCl.wanl to be burdened with 
“all those problems" of a leader. 
Navon found that he had something 


in common with (he father — both 
hud studied Semitic languages with 
the late Prof. Yisruel Ben-Ze'ev. 

"I grew up among Jews, and 
many are niy friends," said Khaluf. 
adding that as an employee of the 
Reform Jewish institution, he feels 
almost like "the first Moslem 
Reform rabbi." He prepares kiddush 
on Shabbat after services, goes 
along on archeological digs, and 
tends the campus gardens. 

"Reform Jews are freer with their 
religion; they smoke on Shabbat," 
explained KhalaT when Navon 
asked for an Arab's-eye view on the 
difference between Reform and 
Orthodoxy. Rabbi Richard Hirsch, 
executive director of the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism, 
praised Khalaf and said “we're very 
nappy he works with us.” 



Fayez AH Said Khalaf presents a copy of his father's book on Arab- 
Jewish coexistence In Jerusalem to President Yitzhak Navon. 



The observant are preferred 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
NEWSPAPER advertisements and 
a colour movie with scenes filmed 
from a helicopter are being used to 
coax religious Jews out of their 
“golden galut“ in the West and in- 
duce them to settle in Jerusalem's 
Givat Shaul Bet. 

A large bare patch of land 
surrounded by Jerusalem Forest 
trees and overlooking a 
breathtaking view of Ein Karem, 
Deir Yassin, Nebi Samwil and Ju- 
dean Hill settlements, is scheduled 
in 30 months to become a new 
Jerusalem quarter. Planned for 
2,000 (mostly large or growing) 
religious families, it is the first 
Jerusalem neighbourhood of its size 
to be completely planned and ex- 
ecuted — with shopping centres — 
by private enterprise. 

^We wanted to do it independent- 
ly of government,” explains Rabbi 
Barucn Chait, a former member of 


"The Rabbis' Sons" singing group, 
who is coordinating the Kiryat 
Hafetz Haim project — a 400- 
apartment complex for olim and 
veteran Israelis within Givat Shaul 
Bet. 

“The only public help we're get- 
ting,” adds Rabbi Chait, a recent 
immigrant from New York, "are 
regular Absorption Ministry mort- 
gages for the immigrants among us, 
and facilities like a synagogue, day- 
care centres, kindergartens and 
well-baby clinics from the city and 
the ministries. We didn’t want to 
make promises we couldn't keep 
because of delays in the govern- 
ment." 

Kiryat Hafetz Haim, named after 
the famed rabbi (many of those 
registered for homes are graduates 
of the Hafetz Haim Yeshlva In New 


York), even plans to open their own 
religious high school In the 
neighbourhood. Other Orthodox 
groups and institutions plan to buy 
apartments and build branches in 
Givat Shaul Bet as well. 

Because Chalt’s group — 170 
families have already made down 
payments even though only the In- 
frastructure has been completed — 
is buying whole buildings from 
private contractors, the three- and 
four-bedroom apartments will be 
”30 per cent cheaper" than- if 
bought separately. Bank Tefahot 
has agreed to grant an addition#! 
IS 1 30,000 mortgage to families who 
sign up, 

ONLY observant families will be 
allowed to live In Kiryat Hafetz 
Halm, says Rabbi Chait. But when 
' pressed on the matter (ads saying 


"For Gentiles Only" in the 
Diaspora would bring in the Anti- 
Defamation League), he revises the 
conditions. “What we are looking 
for is a real Shabbat atmosphere. A 
Jew must do all he can to avoid 
seeing desecration of the Sabbath. 
Non-observant families may buy 
flats also, but we ask that they do 
not desecrate Shabbat publicly.” 
The thought of another enclave 
of Orthodox Jews in northwestern 
Jerusalem would probably raise a 
shudder among residents who have 
watched the weekly violence over 
Shabbat traffic on the Ramol road. 
But Rabbi Chait insists that im- 
migrant families slated for Givat 
Shaul Bet have grown up with the 
idea of religious pluralism, and that 
no one would resort to physical (or 
even verbal) violence against 


anyone who would disturb the quar- 
ter's pastoral solitude on Shabbat. 
The population, he adds, will be 
very varied — from modern 
religious Zionist Jews with TV sets 
to right-wing Orthodox who ban the 
box from their homes so their 
children won't "waste time" 
watching. 

Some American and French 
families have already left their 
homes abroad — and their yeshivot. 
synagogues, mikraot and com- 
munity centres — to coqie on aliya. 
renting apartments until Givat 
Shaul ifet is ready for its first 
families. Others are planning villas 
in a special section of the quarter, 
whose view encompasses a 180- 
degree expanse from northwest to 
southwest. 

The Jewish Agency is clearly 
pleased by the private initiative, anil 
several of its officials were present 
at Givat Shaul Bet's 
groundbreaking ceremony a couple 
of weeks ago. 



ill 


BUSINESS AND FINANCE 

Koor overcoming loss 
of Iran export market 


By MACABEE DEAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV — Koor Enterprises in- 
creased its industrial exports from 
527 1 n\. in 1 979 to $390m. last year. 
The firm aims at exports of $470m. 
this year. Nnfuli Blumenihul. 
managing director of the country's 
largest industrial complex, said 
fast week. Koor is owned by the 
Histadrut labour federation. 

He noted that while exports ac- 
counted for 23 per cent of all ol 
Koor's industrial production in 

1979. they grew to 27 per cent last 
year and should reach 30 per cent 
this year. This indicated that Koor 
was finding alternative markets to 
that of Iran, which had once taken 
about one-third of nil Koor's in- 
dustrial exports. 

How ever, sales of industrial items 
on the local market were down in 

1980. While they stood at IS2.5 bil- 
lion in 1979, they were ISS.Ib. last 
year. "If we look ut these figures 
without deflating them, we had an 
enormous sales growth of 127 per 
cent: but if we defiate them to take 
inflation into account, our local 


sales declined by about 7 percent, " 
Blumenthal said. 

Despite the economic upheavals 
which wracked the economy last 
year, with most industrial firms 
holding off new investments, Koor 
went ahead and invested S70m. in 
expanding, renewing, and es- 
tablishing new production lines. It 
plans to spend the same amount, 
$70m„ this year in investments. 
Nevertheless, this is a considerable 
drop from the S88m. invested in in- 
dustrial expansion in 1979. 

Profits in 1980 were down. While 
they were 5.2 per cent of sales in 
1 979, they dropped to 4 per cent last 
year and are expected to decline to 
3.5 per cent this year. "The main 
reason," Blumenthal said, "is the 
drastic increase in the cost of finan- 
cing." However, despite this, the 
company managed to maintain high 
liquidity during last year. 

Turning to the question of man- 
power, he noted that while most 
other industrial firms dismissed a 
considerable number of workers 
last year, Koor had reduced its 
employee roster by only one per 
cent. The number of employees 



Survey: Israeli worker has low output 


By MACABEE DEAN 
Tl: L AVIV. — The Israeli worker 
employed in industry, agriculture, 
services and all other branches of 
activity is the least productive 
among the world's eleven most in- 
dustrialized countries; the Dutch is 
the most productive, turning out 
roughly two and a halF times the 
amount of his Israeli counterpart. 

This was stated last week by the 
spokesman of the Productivity In- 
stitute. which based its findings on 
an exhaustive study. 

The "level of the average annual 
product per employed person" in 
Israel in 1979 was SI 4,300. that or 
the Dutch was S35.700. In decreas- 
ing order, the productivity of the 
average Swiss was S3 2,400, that or 
the German 530,300 and that of the 
Frenchman 527,400 Thus, in this 
group of countries, output per 
worker was twice is much or more 
than that of the Is.«eli. 

Among a second group of 
countries, ranging from Japan with 
a productive output of 518,900, to 
the U.S., with an output of 524,200 
per worker, productivity was 
between 30 and 70 per cent above 
that of the Israelis. 

Only two countries, England and 
Italy, with outputs of SI 5,900 and 
SI 5.800. were roughly in the Israeli 
class, and even these produced 


about 10 per cent more per working 
person. 

The institute spokesman notes 
that comparing Israel with these ten 
countries at first might give a mis- 
leading impression, but they arc 
cither Israel's main trading partners 
or its competitors. Thus, these com- 
parisons give Israeli exporters some 
idea of what they are up against 
when (hey make their plans. 

Other, less industrialized 
countries were not included in the 
survey. These include Greece, 
Spain, Portugal and the countries of 
the Third World. 

Israel fared better in the tables 
comparing the increase of produc- 
nviiy over the past ten years. The 
average worker here increased his 
output by 19 per cent, as measured 
in dollars, compared to 2 per cent 
for Sweden, 7 per cent in the U.S., 

] l per cent in Canada, 12 per cent 
in Switzerland and the UK, and 14 
per cent in p *npce. 

Nevertheless, other countries in- 
creased their output per worker 
much faster, such as Italy and Ger- 
many, both up 26 per cent; Holland 
up 44 per cent and Japan up 51 per 
cent. 

The report notes that the level of 
product per capita, which may serve 
as an indicator of a country's stan- 


dard of living, reached approx- 
imately 55.000 in Israel in 1979. This 
level was the lowest among the 
countries compared, which in- 
cluded West Germany, Denmark, 
Sweden, Holland, France, the U.S., 
Japan and Italy. 

In most of these countries, the 
level of the per capita product was 
more than double that of Israel, 
while in Japan it was 80 per cent 
higher. But in Italy it was only 10 
per cent higher. 

Two main reasons were given for 
the relatively low level of the per 
capita product in Israel. 

The first is that Israeli workers 
produce, as noted, much less. 
Secondly, only 33 per cent of the 
work-force in Israel is engaged in 
productive work of any kind, and. 
this is the lowest rate among the 
countries surveyed. 

On the other hand, if the Israeli 
has such a low productivity, he is 
also the worst paid. A comparison 
with nine other countries (figures 
are not given for Switzerland) shows 
that the Israeli industrial worker 
gets (including fringe benefits) $3.30 

x? ,r r :u WhlI f the Englishman gets 
the Japanese $5.60. the 
talian $7.38, the Canadian $7.97 

S9 9n rC 1 C h m n S8 , 17 ' the American 

Sli in P U c Ch and Ge rman 
5N .30, and the Swede $11.40. 
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The year’s trading in review 

Share of industry in new 
emissions dropped sharply 


Naftall Blumenthal 

stood at 28,150 at the end of the 
year, and the figure was expected to 
grow to 29,000 by the end of the 
current year, when the new invest- 
ments required more manpower. 

"Moreover, while the wages of 
most industrial workers declined by 
3 per cent in real terms last year, the 
wages of our employees rose by 
about 3 per cent,” Blumenthal said 

But he warned that ir the govern- 
ment did not change its “policy 
which hurt industry," both m the 
field of profits and in the 
investment resources, it would be 
difficult for Koor to maintain its ex- 
pected growth in the future. 


By MACABEE DEAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — A bumper crop of 
new emissions was floated on the 
stock market in 1980 but very little 
money was raised bv industry, Dr. 
Meir Heth, board chuirman of the 
Tel Aviv Slock Exchange, said 
recently in releasing figures for the 
year's trading. 

Of the IS 1,4 llm. raised in 1980, 
industry accounted only for 3.3 per 
cent (compared to 15.4 per cent in 
1979), while the commercial banks 
raised 70.9 per cent (63.1 per cent in 
1979), according to statistics. The 
rest of the funds was raised by 
mortgage banks, financial institu- 
tions, insurance companies, com- 
mercial firms, real estate and invest- 
ment companies, and by petroleum 
companies. 

"There were 39 emissions floated 
in 1980, of which only four were of 
industrial firms. This compares with 
16 emissions in 1979, of which five 
were industrial concerns. In all, 
some IS 199.7m. was raised in 1979. 

If the lS46.6m. raised by industry 
in 1980 is deflated, less money was 
raised by that branch of the 
economy in 1980 thnn in the 
previous year", Heth said. He noted 
that industry found it easier to raise 
money outside the stock market. 

Another outstanding factor of the 
1980 scene was the huge upsurge in 
stock trading. The turnover was 
IS16,976in. In 1980, compared to 
only IS4,379m. the previous year. If 
the figures for 1980 are deflated, 
there was a “real" growth of *7 per 
cent over 1979. 


However- there teas a definite 
s h i ft fro tn bon ds (mainly S. 
Unkcd) to stocks. In 1919 the ratio 
of bonds to stocks was 44 8 oertm 
.050,0 per L M ycrtE'S 
ol bonds to stocks whs 21,7 perctoi 
lo 73.5 per cent. (The remaining five 
percentage points account for con. 
vcrtiblcs in hath years.) 

The total of bonds traded in iQgn 

iVn jL5 3,6?l>m " coni P a rcd to 
IS 12,484m. in stocks, and IS8l2ro 
in convertibles. 

Commenting on the huge interest 
in stocks, Heth noted that only 5 per 
coni of those questioned in a recent 
Dahaf poll said that their “main" in- 
vestment was in stocks, while a 
variety of other means, bank savings 
schemes, index-linked bonds, unit 
trusts and provident funds took ud 
the rest. v 

Yosef Nitzani, joint director- 
general of the exchange, noted that 
n was being fl ooded .with..orrien 
nmny small, and that it was hard to 
keep up with the huge amount of 
paper work. A new computer was 
now being instal I ed and it would be 
functioning in a few weeks, thus 
casing the situation, he said, 

He also noted thaltfte exchange 
thinks of adopting new rules 
regarding the interruption of 
trading in a share when the owners 
announce the publication of a 
balance sheet, a dividend or bonus 
shares. 

It was planned that, unless these 
announce incuts were of con- 
siderable importance, trading would 
continue as usual, 


Carpenter, fisherman, garage 
owner jailed for tax evasion 


TEL AVIV (Itim). — A Tel Aviv 
magistrate sentenced five business- 
men to jail terms and heavy fines 
hist week for tux evasion. Judge 
David Bar-Ophir said in passing 
sentence that "Only severe punish- 
ment — imprisonment, heavy fines, 
and additional suspended sentences 
— can bring about the enforce men t 
or bookkeeping policy and be an ap- 
propriate deterrent," 

Hie five convicted men are: 

7 ~ A metal painter from Or 
Yehuda, was found guilty of noi 
tiling 16 VAT (value added lax) 
reports and not keeping proper 
books. He wus sentenced to five 
months in jail, fined IS6.000, and 
given a five-month suspended sen- 
tence. 

— A fisherman from Jaffa, was 
convicted of not registering witli or 
filing VAT reports. He was seal di- 
ced to five months in prison, fined 
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v IS.VXX), anti given n five-month 
s- suspended scnlcnce. 

:s A clothing i na tin fact urer from 

c I cl Aviv, was Imiml guilty of not 
g filing income lax returns for six con- 
i' seciilive years. He was sentenced to 
i, five an ill tbs in prison, fined IS6,000, 
s ami given n rive-month suspended 
l sentence. 

A garage owner from Bnei 
Hi iik, w:is sentenced u> four months 
in prison, fined I S4 .UOt^M n kgiwB-a 
r four-month suspended sentence, for 
I not filing income lax returns for 
) three years. 

r — A carpenter from Holon, was 
: convicted of not filing Income tax 

I returns for two years. He was sen- 
tenced to four months in prison — 
including the activation of a 
> previous two-month suspended sen- 
tence, fined !S5,(X)0, and given an 
additional four-month suspended 
I sentence. 

Special Hapoalim fund 
outperforms others 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Bank Hapoalim's 
flexible foreign currency fund, cal- 
led Mikbatz Nayad, is out- 
performing all fixed — * 

rency funds by a cons 

amoinuthc Ja.^^unced 

^-^^SatTNayad, unlike other 
Tunds which are based on a fixed 
combination of the American dollar 
plus another currency or two, or 

based on a fixed combination ol 

European currencies, is flexible in 
that the ratios of its currencies vary 
according lo market conditions. 

Since last September the fund 
had a yield of 29,03 per cent. 

Puhli.sheri wrckly: January 18-24, 1981 
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Laser Industries to tap 
American market for $4.9m, 
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By JOSEPH MOKGENSTERN 
Post Finance Reporter 

TEL AVIV, — - Laser Industries, 
manufacturers of carbon dioxide 
laser systems used in free-hand 
surgery and microsurgery, will 
debut on the American over-the- 
counter market some lime next month 
with a 700.000 ordinary share issue 
slated to raise $4.9m. 

Of the proceeds of the issue, 
$700,000 will be applied to the 
development of new types of 
surgical lasers, with a view towards 
producing smaller and less expen- 
sive units. The amount oF$2m. has 
been slated lo carry expanded in- 
ventories. The rest will be applied lo 
finance accounts receivable from 
the sale of completed units for ex- 
port. 

Prior to the offering, the con- 
trolling interest in Laser was held by 
El/ Luvud, whose shares are traded 
on the American Slock Exchange. 
After the offering. Etz Lavud will 
continue lo be majority shareowner, 
with more than 40 per cent of the 
total outstanding. shares— 

Reports from Israeli banking con- 
cerns and American brokers in- 
dicate that there is a high degree of 
interest by investors m the new 
Laser Industries issue. 

A careful analysis of the com- 
pany's history shows that since its 
inception in 1972 and until the end 
of March 1979. Laser incurred 
losses. These reached a total of 
some $400,000. Only last year the 


company succeeded in wiping out 
past losses and entering the profit 
column. 

Prospects for the current fiscal 
year and for next year, according to 
David Meridor, Laser's president 
and chief executive, are for an ex- 
pansion of sales and profits. 

Meridor recently told The 
Jerusalem Post that ..the company 
plans to double its production 
capacity in the coming year. Based 
on the net book value per share, 
prior to the offering, it seems that 
the company is floating its shares at 
more than 100 limes book value. 

The company has so far 
succeeded in placing its Shar- 
pen surgical laser units in more 
than 170 hospitals in 23 countries. 
Recently, it has started a research 
and development project for a high- 
powered lasey for welding and other 
metal working purposes. The In- 
dustry Ministry s chief scientist, 
Prof. Arye Lavie, has described the 
project as having major industrial 
potential. 

The Sharplun carbon dioxide 
surgical laser system was the 
brainchild of Dr. isuac Kaplan, u 
well-known Israeli plastic surgeon. 
He conceived the idea in 1972, and 
it w3s subsequently developed by 
engineer Uzi Sharon. 

An investment in the shares of 
Israel's Laser Industries, due lo the 
nature of the company's past 
record, by objective investment 
standards must fall into the category 
of a speculation. 


« 




■ X M fife 

m m m* f 





David Sviry (left). Brigadier Ben-Eliezcr and Israel Gnralnik watch a 
vucational trainee operate a machine. *Y. B«/iia>) 

Vocational training for Arabs 

Last week 220 graduities or the building trades, 
viiL-ulionul training centre in the embroidery, typing 

Arab village of Beil Julia received keeping and other subjects, 
their diplomas ut a ceremony alien- Graduates are for the most pari 
ded bv Brigadier Bcnyamin Ben employed in l lie West Bank, but 
hlic/cr, the military commander of some of them work in Israel, west of 
the Judea and Samaria area, and the the 1967 borders. Over a third find 
director-general of the Labour lucrative employment m ml-nch 
Ministry, Israel Goralnik. Arab countries. Until the end of last 

Since 1968 the ministry has set up >’ car 11 of 23,000 young men 

nine such vocational training und women have graduated from 
centres located in Jenin, Nablus, l hc centres. 

Salfil, Rnmallnli, Jericho, Beil Jalla, . DavLd Sviry, a former illegal 
Kalkilya and Hebron. The centres immigrant from Iraq, is in charge ol 
provide training in industrial and t he programme, 

Industrial training experts here from U.S. 



A Tour-man delegation of Amer- 
ican labour experts has arrived for 
a three-week stay in the country to 
assist the Ministry of Labour and 
Social Affairs in preparing program- 
mes for absorbing technical man- 
power in industry and for on-the-job 
training. 


The American experts nre: Wil- 
liam Ksievinsky, of the U.S. Labour 
Department; John Mundl, of ihc 
National Machine Tool Builders; 
Harris Raynor, of the United Fur- 
niture Workers of America; and 
Walter Lypka, of the Graphic Arts 
International Union. 


Merchant fleet adds 

37.000- ton carrier 

By YA’ACOV FRIEDLER 
HAIFA.— Another freighter join- 
. ed the merchant fleet here the week 
•before lust when the Israeli flag 
! replaced that of Singapora on a 
3 7, UOU- Ion hulk carrier owned h\ 
the Dhalil Rose life Id shipping com- 
pany. The ship, the Ocean Valour, 
was renamed the General M. 
MaklelT. in memory of the late chief 
of staff and general manager of the 
Dead Sen Works. 

The 15-year-old ship was bought 
from a Greek owner by shipping 
magnate Zvi Rosenfeld for S6ni. 
five years ago. She had been 
employed mainly to carry American 
grain to the Soviet Union and will 
now carry American grain to Israel, 
and on her outward journey Israeli 
potash and phosphates to Europe 
and the U.S. 

The General M. Makicff is the 
third ship owned by Dhalil 
Rosenfeld. The others arc the 

33.000- ton Dhalil, whieh is also 
employed to carry grain to Israel, 
and the 5, 300-Ion Anion, which car- 
ries phosphates arid potash from 
Israel to Europe. 

At a press conference on hoard 
the General M. Makleff, Zvi 
Rosenfeld, ihe son of veteran shipp- 
ing agent Aaron Rosenfeld, said 
that besides the Israel operation, he 
runs a world-wide shipping 
business. 

He said lhai he hud also pul in a 
bid for the coal carrying contract 
with the Israel Electric Corpora- 
tion, and though he considers his 
the belter offer, he “can under- 
stand" that Zim and the El Yam 
companies had been preferred 
because they arc local firms. 
Nevertheless, he expected in the 
future to expand his Israeli opera- 
tion as well. 


Lease on the sun offered 


By YITZHAK OKED 
. •• ■ Jerusalem ’Post Reporter — • — — 

ISRAELI ingenuity, has thought up 
another first; leasing solar energy; 

Perhaps the stimulus was our pre- 
sent economic situation: many peo- 
ple cannot afford to buy a IS4.000 
solar heating unit for hot water. 

Leasing of different home ap- 
pliances such as television sets and 
refrigerators is well known abroad. 
Here, it has been tried without suc- 
cess. A study made by one of 
Israel's banks recently showed that 
consumer leasing (as opposed to 
commercial or industrial leasing) is 
not worthwhile, because the price 
that the consumer would be asked 
lo pay would be prohibitive. 

Industrial and commercial leasing 
is beneficial for both parties. The 
leasing company makes a nice 
prufit, while the lessee receives 
modern equipment a{ a reasonable 
price, and is able to deduct the sums 
he pays to the leasing company 
from government taxes. 

The people at the Israel pisqounl. 
Bank (IDB) seem to have found one 
item In the consumer market that is 
worthwhile to lease: solar energy 
units. The reasons are several:, first 
and foremost, the spiralling costs of 


energy and electricity. These prices 
have increased at an even greater 
rate than our very high inflation. 
The IDB officials, seem to be 
building on the. fact that this gap 
between the increase in the cost of 
energy and our inflation will con- 
tinue. 

The idea started with an apart- 
ment va'ad (house committee) 
member, who wanted to do away 
with the expensive fuel heaters, and 
install sun healers. When he heard 
the very high price the commercial 
companies were asking for such 
heaters, he knew that it would be 
impossible to persuade all the resi- 
dents of the apartment building to 
buy them. 

TJiat is where the idea of leasing 
solar, heaters came up. Israol 
Discount Bank, which has a leasing 
company, IDB Leasing, for in- 
dustrial and cpmmercial purposes, 
decided to study the matter. It took 
them more than a year. Finally, they 
came" oiit with a programme which 
they believe is unique. 

. Arie Lehr, who is In charge of this 
prbject, 'is optimistic. He says that 
the doihpany h^s only b^en in 
business for. a month, and. already 
they; are swamped by letters and 
telephone calls. ' 11 
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THE LITTLE Israeli is a great one 
for closing in balconies, never mind 
the size of his house to start with. 
It's sort of a national urge, and it 
generally overtakes the nation in 
summer. Last summer it was our 
turn. 

The operation is generally per- 
formed by “Furman: Your Balcony 
Closed Hermetically," who comes 
and measures and goes and comes 
back again in an hour with a com- 
plete set of made-to-measure sliding 
windows of the best material. 
While he’s installing them we ask 
Furman if he figures they'll keep the 
rain out. 

"You bet," says Furman 
hermetically. “I put in weather 
stripping everywhere." 

Furman works hand in glove with 
a municipal inspector, who follows 
him every morning and notes down 
the illegal closures. As soon as the 
inspector goes, winter comes. 

We don't mind the winter so long 
as the rain doesn't come down with 
a south-westerly slant. When it 
does, our watertight balcony turns 
into an artificial take. A gentle, 
refreshing shower falls on all the ob- 
jects gathered there in peace time 
— on the basket with balding 
brooms, the trunks, the elderly 
lampshade and the sack of potatoes. 
And on the third day there went up 
a mist from our rooms too, and the 
spirit of God moved upon the face 
of the waters. 


Talking shlop 


The little woman and I stand in 
the breach with rags, dish-cloths 
and towels, in that order, and stem 
the tide. The mopping-up operation 
continues smoothly for two or three 
days, but then it’s time to go to bed. 

Furman is drummed up. He sur- 
veys the rising water level in our 
balcony Kinneret with a practised 
squint and offers his professional 
opinion: 

“Yeah," he says, “rain gets in. 
It’ll be summer soon though." 

AT SUCH TIMES, the Jewish Peo- 
ple takes its fate into its own hands. 
If the stripping has failed and 
Furman lets us down, we shall save 
us from the flood ourselves. As a 
first step we resolve to slop up the 
cracks through which the rain seeps 
gently and refreshingly. We fetch a 
chair, put u stool on top, climb up, 
fall off, get up, retch a tabic, pul a 
chair on top, climb (little woman 
hojding on to leg), and look for the 
points of maximum drip. 

There are no such points. There's 
just drip. 

The window frame is linked to the 
wall like wages to the index, the 


Ephraim Kishon 


stripping dings to the frame like a 
lover, there isn’t a chink that a flea 
could get through anywhere, and 
yet somewhere on high a drop 
gathers every four seconds and — 
shlop! — shlops on the potatoes, 
which are developing the cutest 
green sprouts. Impossible to see 
where the drop comes from; it's just 
suddenly there, on the stripping. 
The iiltle woman maintains that the 
water is filtering through the pores 
in the glass. 

“Oh, stuff it!" we say crossly, and 
tumble off the table again. 

Quite, but with what? We don’t 
keep anything by way of stuffing in 
the house. Though wait a moment 
— eureka I — that disgusting whatsit 
the child makes animal figures 
out of, snakes, mainly. Modelling 
clay! 

We pinch a lump of the red mess, 
open the window, and with a hey, 
ho, the wind and the rain, we seal up 
eveiy space round the window-frame 
with clay. We fee! like a sailor up 


the mast, swaying between stormy 
ocean and cruel sky lashed with 
lightning. When the job is done we 
glow with satisfaction and the flu. 
The water still gets in. 

Well, we’d always known the clay 
would only be a temporary stop- 
gap. (It dropped'into the street after 
10 minutes.) Next morning, the wife 
goes to a glazier’s and buys profes- 
sional putty and a trowel. We plug 
up every hole with the sticky mess, 
which our shoes carry into every 
corner of the house as well. Then 
we take advantage of the storm to 
lie down for a bit of a snooze. When 
the siesta is over, the performance is 
repeated, though it now seems that 
the water finds the going rather 
easier. 

Then we acquire some plastic ce- 
ment. This is a scientific, 
guaranteed waterproof material, 
just the thing for hermetically 
closed balconies, sir. You fix two 
solid layers of it between one win- 
dow and the next, between window 
and frame, frame and wall, wall and 
sill. Jack and Jill — in short, 
wherever you like things fixed, and 
the water doesn’t get in any more 


except when It rains. 

NO, THIS IS NO surrender in th e 
accepted sense of the word. Better 
call it: Common Sense Triumphant I 
I mean, why fight Nature? The rain 
wants to come in? It’s welcome - 
come right in, rain! We place pou 
and pans dead under the shlop and 
behold 1 we have the water sur- 
rounded. We've tamed it! The 
kitchen balcony is flooded no more 
except when the pots fill up. Jhtn 
you put them into even bigger pots 
and by this clever device the pot- 
trained water overflows from the 
smaller into the bigger ones and not 
over the rotting lampshade. The 
weak point in this system js that 
even the big pots fill up eventually 
But that can’t be helped: there's a 
limit to human ingenuity, 

It generally lakes a fortnight fora 
man to hit on the final solution 
which is that between kitchen and 
balcony there is a door. This door 
can be closed, and then you no 
longer see what’s happening beyond 
it. The rain can come in or stay out: 
we are here, the mildew there. Our 
ties with the balcony have been cut. 
From now on the baskets, the 
brooms and pot atoes will hg w in 
look after themselves! " 

And at last our balcony, too, real- 
ly is what it set out to be: 
hermetically closed. □ 

Translated by Miriam Arad. 

By arrangement with "Ma'arlv" 


Children of all ages helped 


i.flaarira 


By HELEN ROSSI 
The Jerusalem Post's fund-raising 
drives “Forsake Me Not" for the 
elderly, and the Toy Fund for the 
young, continue to receive dona- 
tions from all over the world. 

This is most appreciated, for in- 
ti icntions are that there is still much 
to be done. And we truly want to 
give all possible help. 

Tin ■ Jerusalem Post Tov Fund, 
now completing its 32nd drive, finds 
itself caring for 
the jERusA ixw children of all ages. 
POST Helping the child in 
— distress has been 
our set purpose 
over the years. As 
we left the kin- 
dergartens in im- 
migrant camps 
when the condi- 
tions improved im- 
measarably and we 
saw that the 
youngsters were being well taken 
care of, we turned our sights 
elsewhere. Government institutions 
for children of all ages are still on 
our lists. 

The total so far for the Toy Fund 
"■"ft, 1S289.0I4.67, with the 

1S5.4II.50 that came in last week. 
We are delighted with every new 
contribution and all names will be 
listed in coming stories. 

Contributions should be sent 
directly to; The Jerusalem Post, POB 
81,91000 Jerusalem, Israel. If you 
are contributing to both funds 
please use separate cheques. Most 
contributors have noted our re- 
quest, and for this we are grateful. 

Donations during the past week 
came from: 

SHXJ AnJri'it J. jiuI Judith S Kleinfuld, Fuir- 
hiiiik*. Alaska. Aitun) minis — ■ m honour or 
our Israeli cousins Jnd (hi! common routs 
wo 'hare. 

SSU Irving und Selma Shore. Boca Raion, FL. 
»l ■" honour of our gramldiiughlerv, Sjruh 
Lynn and Rachel Ina — Morris and 
l-ilyanciu Berger. I’iinhurgli. PA. 

S?6 In honour i»f my dimming wife, Rebecca 
— William Sunners. Brooklyn, NY. 
Ephraim, David und Neysan Kordvwii. Km 
G ardens, NY. 

S2S In honour of Howard S. Reeder. Inc.. 
Monm, l-L..~ F. Arnold Markowfl/, 
Mrann. FL, Nurtnun and Leah Dork in, 
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Flushing. NY. Mary S. Deno. Spokunc. 
WA 

518 Morris mid Cynthia Ch.iiiowii/, Pa«jj Cl 
NJ. In honour or our grandchildren. Toby 
and Nicole — Judge und Mrs. Jew Nathan. 
N. Hollywood, CA. In honour of my 
moihcr. Rachel Starr Spiegel man, on her 
74th birthday. Hut Tor the young and for the • 
old — Marvin. Studio City. CX In honour ' 
or my fjtJirr Nathan fc" VV uldnmn. may he 
re>l in peace — Gary Waldman. Chicago. 

515 On behalf of Tovu and Hillei Diamond 
and daughters Fruntie Shira and Miriam 
Lcuh (Toronto i und in memory of Hurry 
Diamond (Montreal) A vrom- Israel and 
I runt Borofiish) (Tel Aviv and Winnipeg) 
— our purents. Kindergarten at the Jewish 
Du> School of Greater Wushington. 
Rockville, ML). Workmen's Circle Br 
lOOh. Bay side. NY. Sylvaiit und Irene Naur. 
Dou illusion. NY. 

IS 100 Anonymous, Jerusalem. 

ISHQ On hchufr of Abe und Churloltc 
Schwurtr. NY. 

Iltl In honour Df Audrey and Irving Rosen of 
Westchester, NY. und in honour or their 
daughter Robin's marriage — Henry 
Coopermun. N. Miami Beach. FL. In 
honour of the engagement of our 
granddaughter Anitu Lerner to Tullv 
Burnsiein - Jordan and Frun Fishbune'. 
Pluiuvicw, NY. Herbert Ro«. Tampa. FL. 

In honour of aur Israeli relatives Leah and 
Chovey or Ramat Eliahu and Sylvia nad 
Dan Sharon. Ya'acov. (dit and Sauri of 
Rishon Lezion - Ruth. Paul. Steven and 
Fran und June Gubb. Worcester. MA. Har- 
vey and Eleanor Morgenlender. W 
Humps lead. NY. 

IS54 In honour of Yuir Gjrunsars on his bar 
miljva - from Family S.. Ramat 
Husharon. 

!S50 To my sister's grandchildren Sharon. Gal. 
Horn, Youv of Ashkelon — H.M 
Anonymous. Tel Aviv. | n memory of my 
beloved husband Theor Krohner who 
passed uuuy five years ago 

55 Judith J Sushi. Brookline. MA. Room I. 
Congregulion B'nui Israel. St. Petersburg. 

S3 In honour of Yoscr Cohen receiving his MA 
front Tel Aviv University in Nuclear 
Physics und in honour or Yehoshuu and 
Emu Levy sif The Jerusalem Pori, in honour 
of my Humdcn. Conn, and Israeli nieces 
and nephews — Cohens. Shimon. Sperling 
“J. Bu ;« “ R - B - Cohen-Shoshuna, 
Chffwood Bench, N.J. 

JS2I For my grandchildren from Bush. 

ISIX in memory of parents Frida and Jacob L. 
Brodesky — Mollic Lermnn. HullV 
Anonymous. Jerusalem (Slh contribution) 

ISIt) M uni n Grussmun. Jerusalem. 


“FORSAKE fllE NOT” 


VI Ti }f J f r . usai * n * Post "Forsake Me 
Nat drive has spread its help 


throughout the country, and more 
cheques are going out this week. 

Reports reaching us directly, or 
through the Services for the Aged 
division or the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, indicate that very thorough 
work was’dbfte In" the plaAfilng. i 
Deputy- Dire eiur of the Services 
Ben-Zion Karcm has carefully 
screened ull of the requests and is 
following through to see that 
everything is carried out as planned. 
During the past week IS9.3i8.50 
was received. This puts the total so 
far at IS773.408.40. Please send 
your contribution directly to: The 
Jerusalem Post "Forsake Me Not” 
fund, POB 81, 91000 Jerusalem, 
Israel. 

Donations of last week came 
from:- 

5250 In honour or our children Avraham Dov 
and Shoshanu Ora. muy they grow to Tora. 
hupa and worthy deeds — Dr. Mark and 
Henneite Klein. Berkeley. CA. 

S!(» In honour of sister Lillie Lobe. Lauder- 
dule Lukes. FL — Rebecca and Zcchariah 
Miller. Washington, D.C. 

5162 Irving and Judith Funk. Skokie. 1L. 

5ITO Andrew J. and Judith S. Kleinfeld. Fair- 
banks. Alaska. 

IS500 Dr. Simon Trainin. Jerusalem. On the 
occasion of the birth or our first grandson 
— Jlaya und Yisrael Alexander. 

WMMichiiel and Iris Jourdun. Philadelphia, 

536 Anonymous. Washington, D.C. 

1S250 Ruth und Werner Pincus. Jerusalem. 

5.'0 In memory of brother who died recently 
7" Millie Hollingsheod. Temple Emana-EI, 
Honolulu. Huwaii. , 

526 Ephraim. David und Neysan Kordvanl. 
ke* Gardens. NY. 

525 Franku Thursz. Silver Spring. M D. Nor- 
man and Leah Dorkin, Flushing, NY. 
Aaron J. Fcingold, New York, NY. To the 
beloved memory of my dear sister Fanny 
khrlfch — Ted Strauss, Silver Spring. MD. 

520 Anonymous, Harrisonburg. VA. Mr. and 
, Ralph Jackson, Rush Center. Kan. 

IS 1 50 Judy Siegel, Jerusulem. 

DM50 R.E. Friedherg. Amsterdam, Holland. 

51» In loving memory or uur grandparents, 
Doris. Al and Karen Strauss, Fair Lawn. 
NJ. Benjamin und Sharon Zbar, Ottawa 
Canada. Morton Zablotsky, Youngstown, 
OH. Morris und Cynthia Chailowiu, 
Puxsulc, NJ. In memory of our beloved 
parents, of blessed memory — Judge and 
Mrs. Jes* Nathan, N. Hollywood. CA. In 
honour of my mother. Rachel Starr 
Spiegqlmun. on her 74th birthday, Hal ror 
‘he young and for the old — Marvin 
Spiegclmun - Studio City. CA. In memory 
or our grandparents who dreamed of an 
Israel "Hai" — Esther Tuuba and Maer 
Leib HafTmun — Violet Luchmun and 








Beatrice Hoffman. Swart h more, PA. In 
memory of our beloved Leah Porat-Goor 
Boi'on family David. Judith. 
mi * Singer, in honour of my 
ather. Nathan E. Waldman, may he rest in 
peace - Gary Waldman. Chicago. |L 

Sl wL h c=r° r ^^ Hnd ,rVin * R °«" 

h? n P md r n ' N ' Miami Beach. FL 
Oo 2 vl S 'u l ,. and S “ rah Kainci - 

IS 1 00 Anonym^ M fhewson, Fremont. CA. 
Dr lirSr' J f ruSalem ' Brid S' Group 
S S|' A H v f * n »»>">o«.S.n. Bid,,: 

DM!0H.,n,M,„ dU „ |lru b c , W . Ce rm .„,. 

Tt5 Uan » r Morgenlender. WT 
m r rl honour of our beloved 

mother Etha Levine’s 87lh birthday and in 

Sr?« y - ° r r 0 «. ur dcur Aun ‘ Miriam 
Ynhr 2 ! S^kholm. Sweden whose 

□uhh w raon,h “ Ru,h “ nd 

uTS,?: MA. - Louis Donato, 

nmS raA W|,h s P eclBl ,ove ror ‘heir 

prayers for me at Rachel's Tomb, and to 
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honour my grandparents Beryl and David 
Drcimun or Lu Joilu, CA. on their 64th bir- 
duys and 46th wedding anniversary — 
Ruchci Gabriele Dawson. Mr. and Mrs.- 
David Decker, Ramat Aviv. 

IS70 Mrs. Berthu Rubinstein. Dallas, Texas in 
honour or the birth of Reba Bomsiein'J 
grandson. 

IS54 Anonymous, Jerusalem. (10th conlrfbu- 
tion). 

IS50 In memory of our nephew Shlomo Siegel, 

— Molly Kreislcr, Nctunya. Katherine Gul-^. 
man. Jerusalem (3rd conlribulJjyi>-'™ 
memory of our dear moUj^fr-fiTSfal-ohen 
Iformerly of Amy^aTTTand Ashketon j— -- - 


IS4«urfionour of Mri. Arthur Loewengart of' 

the U.S. — Amalyah Zlpkirt, Jeniaalem. | 

IS35 Ramat Gun Bridge Circle, 

IS2J Anonymous. Tel Aviv, 

IS20 Hunnnh Moses Kolelkar, Aihdod. 
Anonymous, Arad. For good drlvjng in 
rainy weather — Shalom, Mary Sonnen- 
feld, Tel Aviv, 

IS 10 Martin Grossman, Jerusalem. For Dad- 
dy's Yahneti from Bush. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 1981 

A national shock 

THE MURDER Monday night of MK Sheikh Hammad Abu Rabia 
is a loss to the whole nation. 

A representative of ihe United Arab List, an Alignment affiliate, 
the young Beduin chief was viewed before his death as a man of the 
future in the leadership of the country's entire Arab community. He 
won his spurs lately through his forceful championship of Beduin 
rights in the controversy over Negev lands for military air bases near 
Beersheba. 

I Yet even while harshly criticizing government policies, MK Abu 
Rabia never appeared to waver in his fundamental loyally to the 
state. 

In the course of his brief public career he made political friends as 
well as enemies, both Arab and Jewish, and in this order. His refusal 
to yield his Knesset seat after two years to his running mate, Druse 
Sheikh Jaber Muadi, as had been originally stipulated in a rotation 
agreement, brought upon his head the wrath of all Druse. It is, 
therefore, natural that the police have directed their search in that 
particular direction first. 

It would, however, be premature to draw any final conclusions 
from even a seemingly good lead. What must be made certain at this 
time is only that the pursuit of the perpetrators is conducted with all 
deliberate speed and vigour, and that any possible hitch on the way 
should not be excused on the ground that other countries have ex- 
perienced similar difficulties in such cases. 

If this assassination was indeed politically motivated, us is 
generally being assumed, it would be the first such act in the slate's 
history — not counting the jnyrder of Yisrael Kastner 23 years ago, 
which was it differefflsoit of slaying. The true challenge is to prevent 
any attempt at its repetition. 

To nab the gunmen, and the men behind the gunmen, in the killing 
of Sheikh Hammad Abu Rabia is a worthy enough end in its own 
right. But the effort must also, indeed above all, be aimed al 
providing a deterrent to anyone else who might try to replace the 
ballot with the bullet as an instrument of political choice in this coun- 
Iry. 

In the meantime — or is it superfluous to make the point? — the 
justly aggrieved Beduin should blot out any thought or taking the law 
into their own hands. Blood vengeance will only be a slain on their 
escutcheon. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 1981 

Libya’s threat to Africa 

DESPITE the official announcement Iasi week of the "merger" bet- 
ween Libya and Chad, following the successful Libyan military incur- 
sion. it is fairly safe to predict that the decadc-long fighting and tur- 
bulence in uranium-rich Chad are not over yet. 

Libyan troops, on Soviet-made tanks, might be strutting around 
the capital, N'Djamena, but there are whole tribes and whole areas of 
this vast country that have probably not yet heard of the "complete 
unity" under Muammar Gaddafi — and will not be pleased when 
they do hear of it. 

As many as eleven separate armed factions have been counted in 
the Moslem north of the country; not all of them will welcome the Li- 
byan takeover. Nor are the Christian armed elements in the south 
done for yet. The sporadic guerrilla warfare may be expected to con- 
tinue. with the anti-government — now anti-Libyan — forces 
receiving aid and support from the French. 

The key question is, how much support? Notwithstanding its self- 
inflicted Hg pc i idui m - o n-Iihynn. oil. France may yet regret ac- 
quiescing in the Libyan invasion — if not actually conniving in it. 
Paris might still follow up ils^ belated bellicose indignation with guns 
and even men, and seek to undo the'damage that it has allowed to be 
done to one of its ostensible protectorate-states — and to its own 
credibility... 

If. on the other hand. Chad’s fall to Libya is seen to mean that 
France's commitments are entirely hollow, that its responsibility to 
these stales’ integrity and independence stops short of offending 
Libya, then the new administration in Washington will have to ad- 
dress ilseir to filling the power-vacuum in other ways... 

Which brings us to the role of Egypt. President Sadat has often 
held up his country as a potential pro-western bulwark in north and 
central Africa. On paper, no doubt, Egypt is indeed the strongest 
force in the area. But in practice, Col, Gaddafi's methods of subver- 
sion from within are proving dangerously successful, while Egypt's 
divisions and fire-power are not being engaged in the struggle. 

The takeover of Chad poses an immediate threat to Sudan. In the 
past, Chad served as a springboard and staging-post for insurgent ele- 
ments inside Sudan. Now, as a Libyan satrapy, this role will doubtless 
he renewed with relish, especially as Sudan's.Jaafar Numeiry is guilty 
of. maintaining friendly relations with Anwar Sadat's regime, despite 
Camp David. 

■ A Libyan presence, or proxy-presence, linking up with communist 
Ethiopia in the east, would be nothing short of disastrous for Egypt, 
just as continued Libyan subversion in the west poses a mortal threat 
to the weak francophone countries and even, eventually, to Nigeria. 

There is a real need for , President Sadat to assert himself as a 
soldier-statesman on the African front. In the months after Camp 
David, when Egypt was under attack at ,the OAM- h was thp fran- 
cophones who in the main stood by Cairo. Now, they themselves need 
supporting. If the western powers play thejr proper role, President 
Sadat can play his — as a catalyst and leader galvanizing African 
resistance to the Libyan madman.. . . . . i ,/ , • » - • 


TUESDAY, JAN. 13, 1981 1 

Abuhatzeira’s 
best chance 

SEVERAL WEEKS too late, the 
Knesset House Committee yester- 
day granted the attorney-general’s 
request for the lifting of Aharon 
Abuhalzeira's parliamentary im- 
munity, so that the religious affairs 
minister could stand trial on charges 
of fraud and bribe-taking. 

In normal circumstances, this is 
all the comment that would be cal- 
led for at this lime in this matter. 
Except, of course, for the reitera- 
tion of the tiresome truism that Mr. 
Abuhatzeira, not having been found 
guilty by a court of law, must be 
considered innocent, and that such 
a finding can only be made by a 
court of law and not in the forum of 
public opinion. 

Unfortunately, this may now be a 
(rifle difficult to ensure. The reason 
lies in the campaign started by the 
minister, with the expert aid of his 
defence attorneys, to have the trial 
put ofT until after the election, 
which could mean next fall at the 
earliest. 

Asked by reporters whether this 
did not amount to impugning the in- 
tegrity of the country’s judges, Mr. 
Abuhatzeira piously denied any 
such intention. He was merely sug- 
gesting, he said, that the charges 
against him were a political con- 
spiracy, pure and simple; that that 
conspiracy had for its major theme 
communal hostility; that the 
preparation of the file against him 
by the police was shot through by 
brazen irregularities, and moreover 
that an election campaign would 
soon start raging — and therefore? 

Mr Ahnh;it/«:ir;i remained vague 
on the answer, but the idea was that 
for all these reasons he could not 
hope for a fair trial, not even in a 
duly constituted court of law. 

This is a vile aspersion, even 
when coming from a cabinet 
minister, and it must be utterly re- 
jected. With the exception of the 
matter of the coming election, Mr. 
Abuhatzeira’s arguments are not 
even new. They are roughly the 
same stuff he employed to press for 
the dropping of his case before it 
was ready for presentation to the 
attorney-general, and later to per- 
suade the Knesset committee that 
he be left in possession or his im- 
munity so that the trial could not be 
held, at all. 

Having lost all those early battles, 
Mr. Abuhatzeira now raises the 
argument of an election campaign. 
Yet had the minister been really as 
eager to have the case -disposed of 
with the greatest possible despatch, 
as his lawyers claimed he was, he 
would have pressed the Knesset 
committee to end its deliberations 
weeks ago, which would have al- 
lowed him already to be on trial. 

Now he is still awaiting trial, and 
of course it would be grossly unfair 
to refuse him a chance to clear his 
name before the NRP election lists 
are finally closed. But this is hardly 
an insurmountable problem. As the 
Knesset committee chairman, 
Moshe Meron, pointed out, the trial 
could easily start next week, and be 
over in two or three weeks. 

If the- evidence against Mr. 
Abuhatzeira is as flimsy as : he has 
been trying to make .everyone 
believe, the court would probably 
see through it and dismiss the case 
jn even less time, 

Mr. Abuhatzcira’s whole conduct 
over the past several, months, 
however^ seems to point not to a 
passion for prompt justice, but to a 
desire to escape justice.' 


Dry Bones 
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calling 


PRESIDENT-ELECT Ronald Reagan's candidate for the office or 
secretary of state, Gen. Alexander Haig, still has a few things to learn 
about the Middle East, and Isrucl, as he would himself, no doubt, be 
the first to acknowledge. For example, that Israel's capital city is 
Jerusalem, and not that second city somewhere on the coastal plain. 

Perhaps it was only a slip of the tongue on his pan when Gen. 
Haig, appearing before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee last 
Saturday, indicated that the U.S. would take no decision on “the so- 
called Jordanian option" before consulting "Tel Aviv and Cairo." 
Perhaps, loo. it was only a reflection of the undoubted, if unfor- 
tunate. fact that the U.S. embassy in this country, contrary to univer- 
sal practice, is not located in the nation's capital. 

Doubtless, too, it was a slip that a more experienced diplomat 
would have taken the trouble not to commit. Washington may not of- 
ficially recognize Jerusalem as our capital, but that is no reason for it 
to follow ihe example of enemies who award this honour gratuitously 
to Tel Aviv. The former NATO commander may be banked upon to 
be more careful in future. 

So much for the issue of Jerusalem. There are. however, other mat- 
ters. such as that of the PLO. During his election campaign, although 
not in his crucial debate with President Carter. Mr. Reagan made a 
show of denouncing the PLO as a terrorist organization which, as he 
pointed out. Mr. Carter would not do. This was music to Israeli ears, 
and warnings that such toughness could dissolve in the sun of elec- 
toral success were easily disregarded. 

Now comes Gen. Haig with a fresh gloss on Mr. Reagan's 
pronouncement. He has already suggested, in a newspaper interview, 
that the PLO included both “good guys" and "bad guys." In his con- 
firmation testimony he informs the senators that, while the Fntih is 
"a pretty tough-headed group of terrorists, the PLO as a whole en- 
compasses a number of forces, influences and attitudes. 

To be 5 lire, the U.S. under Mr. Reagan will refuse, as before, to 
deal with the PLO so long as it does not accept Israel’s right to exist, 
and Resolutions 242 and 338. This indicates, at best, no change from 
the Carter policy, but could also be interpreted as an open invitation 
to the PLO to adopt something like Ihe Yariv-Shemtov formula — 
arid thus come into America’s good graces. 

It does not necessarily suggest support for a PLO state. On the con- 
trary, Mr. Reagan's Washington will, if anything, and despite King 
Hussein’s disclaimers, favour the “Jordanian option" even more 
strongly than did Mr. Carter’s. It may also support the right of Israel 
Jews to live in the West Bank, but surely not the joining of the West 
Bank to Israel. , . , . . ... 

Mr. Begin’s strategists are apt to make light ot such minor dif- 
ferences between them and Mr. Reagan’s advisers by spotlighting the 
unique place reserved for Israel, as a recognized “strategic asset." in 
America’s new global scheme. They might usefully check their 
history books for the Middle East record of the lute John Foster 
Dulles, who actually undertook to ’Toll back” Soviet power. 

Granted, history never repeats itself. Israel in the I980’s is not what 
It was- In -the- 1950’s', and Gen. Haig is. according to some 
knowledgeable persons, the best posable choice for Israel loduy. But 
he should be seen- for what he really stands for us Mr. Reugun s 
secretary of state; and - not through .the prism of Israeli wishful 
thinking. Personal mistakes will s^and correction, but settled policy is 
settled policy. 
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BUSINESS OFFERS 


MATRIMONIAL 


l .S BUSINESSMAN (53). 30 yean ex- 
perience. plum io resettle in Israel soon. 
I m crested in investing in good business bm 
not retail. Considering small industry or 
(omcihing iu do «iih tourism, exporting, im- 
purling, franchise, or new product develop- 
ment. Open to all possibilities. Let us ex- 
change ideas, ft rue: Bernard Kolner. 256 
l nderhill Rd.. So. Orange. N.J. 07079. U.S.A. 


DWELLINGS 

- f[li|ii JE RL'SA LE M 

KIK>.\T ft'OLFSON. 5^ rooms, luxurious, 
(•icing Knesset, including telephone, im- 
mediate uecypiinc). 5235.000. Anglo-Saxon, 2 
llasoreg Street. Jerusalem 02-221 lbl-4. 

f ffJ f - j . ■ ■ j ■ 

wf[ TR I.AVtV 

TIL AVIV PKVT HOUSE - by owner. Ooad 
toc.ii ion . Ideal for couple. Superb modern 
design. Large living, dining, kilchcn. study 
iircn. toft, one bedroom, bath. 600 5.F. ter- 
race. Men. St 10.000. furnished. Move right in 
Call L.A. (213) 277-2 II 6. 

FIVE ROOM APARTMENT for sale or rent. 
Tel Aviv, excellent location. Call: (212) 275- 
6719. Write. Box 53. Forest Hills. NY 11375. 
USA. 

FOR SALE in Ilcr/lija-Piluah. beautiful 
vejvide location. 2 level. 2 room apartment. 
750 *q. ft. EhudGartenberg. Leon Blum 33/| t. 
.v*?7 Haifa 

n r i ffrfgf f um ffgji.. 

-,. J .i.. .yTi A l NYA .- 

LARGE CONDOMINIUM. FURNISHED, 
on the beach. Nets it) a. Israel for tent. Call 
evenings USA (215) 664-7825. 


REALTY 


ABEL REALTY — flats, shops, offices, 6 
King George Street, Jerusalem. 


PERSONAL 


— . rMiiifiiimiiiipipii || 

COMMUNICATION for Jewish singles 
throughout she world. Send your particulars: 
Shtluv Organisation. P.O.B. 6190. Tel Aviv. 


PLOTS 


WE BUY Land, property in Israel. W. 
Goodman. Kaf-Tcl BcNovember 14a 
Jerusalem. Tel. 02-062753. 

^^^STAMPS^MSRAEr^^' 
Stamps and covers of every Issue 1 
| , since 1S40. For free price list and 

descriptions, write ’ 

ISRAEL STAMP ' 

, COLLECTORS SOCIETY 
P.0. Box BB4. Van Nuyi, 

, _CA. 9140B. (213) 997-6496. 
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YOHANAN BOEHM 

reviews and articles about Israeli music and musi- 
cians written for The Jerusalem Post over the past 
thirty years are only one of the hundreds of subjects 
available on Microfilm or Microfiche. 

Today, the individual scholar interested in Palestine, 
Israel, the Jewish People, the Middle East and 
associated subjects, can be virtually liberated from his 
dependence on a large library with specialised 
resources. 

Take advantage of The Jerusalem Post information 
service from our extensive archives, founded in 1 933 . 

For detailed information write to 

Jerusalem Post Archives. POB 81 , Jerusalem, Israel. 

The Jerusalem Post is microfilmed daily Microfilm* „f ti. 

Err 0 - ost r Tho j8ruM,Gm pm * « esxue 

Hogevvoerd 7 B , ** *■* 

Postslrasse 14. 6300 Zug. Switzerland! NB,h " lands ' of IDC ' 


READERS' LETTERS — — __ 

VIEWS OF A ‘PALESTINIAN REALIST’ 

, the PLO must recosnize isi 


MATRIMONIAL: International Agency 
specialising in academia, American/Euro- 
pean tradliion. unlimited personal tervice, dis- 
cretion assured. Mr. Chelrii. P.O.B. 7382. 
Jerusalem. Tel. 02-234334. 

LIVELY, travelled, professional woman seeks 
suiluble. H.K.. J6I7C Jorge. Austin, Texas 
78731. U.S.A. 


Sir, — I write this letter in the 
hope that you will publish it, though 
I am a Palestinian whom you con- 
sider your enemy. But we must 
communicate in order to have 
peace. 

Although I know that most 
Israelis fear any sort of Palestinian 
stale in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza, still 1 believe that this is 
the only way to meet the minimum 
Palestinian national aspirations. 
This may be a most convenient time 
for Israel to cope with this fact since 
all the oLher alternatives such as the 
Camp David accords and the so- 
called Jordanian option are doomed 
to failure. 

The first thing Israel should do is 
show good intentions to the Palesti- 
nians and recognize the PLO as the 
only organization which represents 
them. Any attempt to disparage the 
PLO or to ignore it is like ignoring 
the facl that the sun rises in the 
East. I say this because I am a 
Palestinian realist who is really in- 
terested in a just and permanent 
peace in the region. 

If Israel recognizes the PLO, then 


the PLO must recognize Israel and 
start negotiating with it in order to 
achieve an independent Palestinian 
slate with internationally 
recognized borders between 
Palestine and Israel, so that both 
countries will live in mutually 
recognized security and peace. At 
this stage, Israel will become a de 
jure state instead of having de facto 
status and the PLO charter will have 
to be changed and abandon the idea 
of eradicating Israel, 

What is the point of almost 14 
years of occupation, suffering and 
violence? Think of the future of 
your children and ours. Hatred and 
tear-gas canisters are not the only 
way to communicate. There musL 
be another way which will enable 
Palestinians and Jews to live in 
peace. You cannot have peace with 
hatred, because it is based on fear 
and injustice. Let us work for peace 
with love for basic human righLs and 
dignity. I think we can have peace if 
we really want it. 

MAHMOUD LAMADANIE 
(Student at Bir Zeit University ) 
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To the Editor tf The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — At election time in Britain, 
I was always impressed by the way 
I in which members of parliament 
seeking re-eleciion would list 
meticulously, in their printed appeal 
for votes, the number of occasions 
on which they had attended plenary 
sessions and voted in the House of 
Commons and of course how they 
had voted on critical issues. 

In the United Slates, too, where 
senators and congressmen 
recognise their accountability to 
their electors, there are numerous 
special interest groups which keep a 
detailed tally of how their elected 
officials voted on various bills. 

Yel here in Israel, al a Knesset 
debate this week, when our Deputy 
Prime Minister, Mr. Ehrlich, was 
heard to describe emigration as 
Israels "most important national 
problem," only 15 members (one- 
eighth or the Knesset) were present. 
Then again yesterday, when Mr. 
H ausner initiated plenary discus- 
sion of the low level of Knesset 


.... U/ i ne Jerusalem Tost 
The irony of the apparent 
conflict between a few of the resi- 
dents of Herzliya Pituah and the 
developers of the medical centre is 


Micky Berkowitz... " one of the few." 

BASKETBALL 
IN ISRAEL 

?? the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
— Philip Gillon's knowledge 
of the Israeli basketball scene is ap- 
parently sorely limited, and his 
statements about the alleged 
progress of local basketball players 
in “The plavJ-s- th* thj n g » 
(December 10), are completely' 
divorced from reality. 

The American “ringers” have 
truly increased interest in basketball 
in this country. He should have left 
it at that. In regard to his view that: 
"The Americans... have proved to 
be a great stimulus to Israelis to play 
better, harder and with more self- 
confidence, more will to win. 
Several sabras are playing on level 
terms with the Americans... but the 
future still looks bright, because of 
the number of native-born Israelis 
who are making it to the top" — the 
actual situation is the opposite of 
what he writes in every sense. 

.. Israelis . are playing with less 
stimulus and far less self- 
confidence. There ure a maximum 
of two sabras competing on 
anything like "levcl terms" with the 
imports (Berkowitz and Yanai), No 
new ones are "making it to the top," 
and the future sndly looks anything 
but bright for Israeli youngsters who 
witnl to participate In their own 
National Basketball League. 

BURTON HALPERH 

Tel Aviv. 

Philip Gillon comments: 

Burton Halpcrn ignores such 
players as Motti Aroesli and Shuki 
Schwartz of Maccabl Tel Aviv 
alone, quite apart from sabrns play- 
ing Tor other flrijjlCllgHr Irnmr. Tt - 
would be interesting to hear from 
subrn basketball players themselves 
if they feel they would be better off 
if American immigrants and con- 
tract players did not participate in 
Israeli basketball. 


dearly if unintentionally brought area Ts ^ 

out la the letter of Mrs. BraudeV Qftf/ . /" d ' nde J lbly 


out in the letter of Mrs. Braude of 
December 22. Permit me, as one 
professionally concerned in the pro- 
ject, to assure your correspondent 
that she has no greater champion of 
her cause than the Mayor and 
municipal officers or Herzliya and 
the members of the District Town 
Planning Commission, and strange- 
ly the promoters themselves. 
Notably, after the completion of all 


imprinted by tho 15 or more hotels 
and pensions in the area, as well as 
the large commercial centres 
designed to serve more than the 
simple needs or the residents — lo 
say nothing of the comprehensive 
beach facilities 

2 - Tbc application to build the 
medical centre was not and could 
not be done with stealth, and 


cess of three dunams on this or any 
other plot in a large area of Herzliya 
Pituah. I suggest that the medical 
centre would be less of an 
ecological nuisance than a hotel 
since its functions are restricted to 
office hours. 

In conclusion, may I point out 
that, far from being ensured of fast 
profits, the newness of the concept, 
coupled with the difficulties of 
building in an inflationary economy, 
makes this a high-risk^yeo** 1 ^ 
which can only sufic»«*PtJtfer a long 
pcrwdj^jUmeT^^ — — 

— ^fflehostility to the project is not 
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others welcome it. 

HARRY WH1TESON 
( Architect ) 

Savyon. ^ 
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READERS' LETTERS ■ 

THE WELFARE 

To the Editor tf The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — I found the article of 
December 12 about Project 
Renewal and Eddie Gedalof very 
interesting and relevant. I am a 
social worker and worked for 
several years.. -in the Katamon 
neighbourhoods. I found it easy to 
Identify with his frustrations in deal- 
ing with the Establishment In order 
to help change people's environ- 
ment. But as a case worker, I took 
offence at his gratuitous “put- 
down” of the welfare worker, "... a 
representative of the Establishment 
who gives out money reductions in 
kindergarten fees.” 

1 was lucky enough to be able to 
help some of my clients with 
kindergarten fees, but not all of 
those who desperately needed it. I 
worked with families who often did 
not have the resources, emotional 
or material, to provide appropriate 
care for their children. Sometimes 
thal place in the kindergarten was 
the only stable, nurturing element in 
the child’s life. The parents, often 
themselves deprived in their youth, 
>yere incapable of coping with their 

own growing-famili*fir-L-dcalrwlth 

problems of unemployment, gambl- 
ing, drinking, wife and child abuse, 
menial and physical illness, retarda- 
tion. These innocent children, sup- 
posed to be the resource and 
richness of our society, are the 
hapless victims of parental malfunc- 
tion. As a welfare case worker, part 
of my job was to protect these 
children, to help the families find a 
way out of their problems, and not 
simply to provide a place in 
kindergarten. 

In 1976 when I began my job, I 


CASE WORKER 

dealt with a few families and was 
more able to give each family inten- 
sive therapeutic care. Evidently, the 
Establishment did not accord any 
more importance to case work than 
Eddie Gedalof because, in the last 
year, welfare budgets have been 
frozen. The financial resources for 
helping our clients have been 
drastically cut, as has the profes- 
sional manpower. I had to accept 
the responsibility for more and 
more families, now suffering even 
more from the harsh economic 
realities. There were too many 
families in my care to be able to give 
them therapeutic help, to effect any 
real change. That was always my 
understanding of the meaning of my 
job. I too resigned in frustration. I 
retreated to the ivory tower of 
academe. 1 miss my clients. 

I have always respected com- 
munity work. It is an important way 
of reaching people and effecting 
change. 1 find it hard to accept thal 
Eddie Gedalof cannot give the 
welfare case worker respect for try- 
ing lo effect change, for also caring. 
It hurts to have been included in his 
condemnation of the Establishment. 

RACHEL ALEXANDER 

Jerusalem. 

Marsha Pomerantz comments: 
Gedalof was talking about the dif- 
ferent perceptions a community 
may have of welfare case workers 
and community workers when they 
first come to a neighbourhood. He 
had no intention of “putting down" 
welfare workers, and has made it 
i clear to me that he has the greatest 
respect for what they accomplish 
under very difficult conditions. 


POLITICAL, NOT PHILATELIC 


To- the Editor qfjhe Jerusalem Post 
' Sir, — The 198 1 programme of 
UN stamp issues reports that the 
UN postal administration will issue, 
in accordance with a General As- 
sembly resolution, a set of three 
stamps on the theme, "Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People." 

a) The right to self-determination 
without external interference. 

b) The right to national in- 
dependence and sovereignty. 

c) The inalienable right of the 


Palestinians to return u« their homes 
‘ and property from which they have ' 
been disptecetfand uprooted. 

The stamps will be issued on 
January 30 in a clearly political 
move against a member state, in- 
dicative of the influence of the 
petrodollar, which should not affect 
the philatelic section. 

As a protest, I am terminating my 
subscription lo UN stamps. 

JULIUS MARKSON 

Tel Aviv. 


TEACHERS’ STRIKE 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — The teachers' unions are 
requesting the government to 
honour the Etzloni Report and to 
implement Its recommendations, As 
expected, the engineers have In- 
itiated their own campaign and are 
anticipating greater compensation if 
the government submits to the 
teachers' demands. 

Today, we are engaged in an 
economic war. While not claiming 
fatal casualties, it requires signifi- 
cant sacrifice by all parties in- 
volved. I find it most disturbing that 
our national will has deteriorated so 
much and that we are not ready to 
do our share to solve the economic 
crisis, as our government attempts 
to rectify the situation. 

■ Sa rad. • AVILEIMAN 

GRAHAM GREENE 

To the Editor if The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — As a great admirer of 
Graham Greene, 1 was very pleased 
io hear thal he was to be awarded 
the Jerusalem Prize. 

In reply lo the letter of Prof. 
Harold Fish, 1 would like to quote 
two sentences from the book, "The 
Honorary Consul" (1973): 

“Was it love (love of God) which 
sent six million Jews lo the gas 
ovens?" 9 (p. 276). 

"The tradesmen all cheat except 
Gruber, a Jewish refugee from Ger- 
many" (p. 202). 

1 presume the Holocaust has 
changed his altitude towards the 
Jewish people. 

MARGALITH ERHARD 
Ramut Gan. 

LETTERS OF PROTEST 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — Would the group al Kib- 
hui/ Hard who protest so strongly 
' against the closure of Bir Zeit 
University (your issue of December 
24) kindly produce a similar letter of 
protest from equally concerned 
Palestinians in one of their local 
newspapers, about the CoasLal 
Road massacre and the murderous 
attack on the Misgav Am children's 
house. Please do not confuse this 
with declarations of regret from of- 
ficial quarters. 

Haifa. L PINTER 


“ISRAEL OBSERVED” 

Jerusalem Post lion and presentation of our work, 
the ten British and indeed for deciding lo host tne 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post Hon and p/esem a non < 

Sir, — As one of the ten British and indeed for decldin] 
artists participating in the “Israel show in large part unseen in the first 
Observed" exhibition currently at place, a not uncourageous decision, 
the Israel Museum, might I lake up This brings me lo possibly the 
a few points in Meir Ronnen's most important aspect of the whole 
review of December 57 affair. H was a risk situation from 

His snide description of our visit the start. Regardless of personal 
to Israel as a “junket” sets a lone views on individual works, surely 
which unfortunately reappears too the least one can expect from a 
often throughout the piece. May I critic is that he or she is Tor’ art, 
assure him that we came to your and in world recession, art needs all 
country to become involved and to it can get. To talk of sponsors as 
work, and that is what happened. I “wdl-meanipg officials flushed with 
think all of us would agree it was joy at the thought thal something 
one of the toughest work-periods tangible is taking place," who are 
we had been through. No junket: no “hemming in the show" is a paltry 
picnic. response to the reality of worried 

We produced more work than people whose budgets are being cut, 
could be hung and Meir Ronnen whose jobs are maybe at risk, and 
has a perfect right to criticize the who are prepared to go out on a 
selection and the hanging, limb for a project like this. These 
Everybody’s personal selection people need to be acknowledged 
would be different including mine, and encouraged, and it does not 
but I would like to thank the matter that many of the reasons 
museum staff, having made their they supported us lie outside a pure 
decisions with Helene Marks, the love of art. This duality is nothing 
project director, for the trouble and new in the history of art. 
care thal they put into the organiza- London. PHILIP HICKS 

GOVERNMENT GENEROSITY 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post them a number of tin 

Sir, — I write regarding a recent were ser ving their pr 
front-page story concerning two W e!las offered to pay 1 
Germans who aided Arab terrorists was re fused), 
and were recently sent back lo Ger- j am as toundcd al 
many after serving most of a 10-year mc - nt *s unwarrantec 
term in an Israeli jail. It was ojaai n a tvn 

reported that the Israeli govern- 
mcnl paid for their families lo visit Hod Hasharon. 

FILIPINO HELP GOOD CITIi 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post I a the Editor >i( The . 

Sir, — According lo Joan Sir, — This rnornir 

Borsten's articles about Filipino t'ec in u shop in 
workers in Israel, Mr. Baruch which also sells swee 
Haklui, director oT the Employment the following; 

Service, has come out against their A little girl in fre 
employ in this country; he does not refused a sale and se 
realize the fact there is no local rather shocked and a; 
worker who can match a Filipino why he did this. Hi 
domestic help. They arc popular although he could i 
because they arc good money from the cl 
housekeepers, clean, courteous, school opposite, the 
honest, good cooks and very good this busy street cou 
to children. dents. He had told t 

It is not true that importing to inform the chi Idret 
Filipinos takes jobs from the locals not serve them. 

— it is just that there are no workers This is really goo< 
like them. / 

MRS. CLAIRE MASSEY . . 

Tel Aviv. Jerusalem. 


them a number of times while they 
were serving their prison terms as 
well as offered to pay trial costs (this 
was refused). 

! am astounded al our govern- 
ment’s unwarranted generosity. 

RABBI DAI- ID J. SPRITZER 
Hod Hasharon. 

GOOD CITIZENSHIP 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — This morning, buying cof- 
fee in a shop in Jerusalem, 
which also sells sweets, I witnessed 
the following; 

A little girl in front of me was 
refused a sale and sent away. I was 
rather shocked and asked the owner 
why he did this. He replied that, 
although he could make a lot of 
money from the children of the 
school opposite, their crossing of 
this busy street could cause acci- 
dents. He had told the headmaster 
to inform the children thal he would 
not serve them. 

This is really good citizenship. 

LEON SHALIT 

'Jerusalem. 


WHen it came to discussing 
the MiddRLEast, I used 
to think I was undecided, 

but now I'm not so sure! 



• » 


* 


1 Syria and Jordan are allies or enemies? Libya 
and 8yria are unifying their, pountrles or ere 
they?- 

Saudi Arabia has stopped funding Egypt or 
has It? The Shatt-el-Arab Is Iranian or Is it 
Iraqi? 1 

WhV are the Moslem Brdtherhood killing their, 
brothers? - 1 

Is It good for lerasl or Isn't It7 

You'll know much more If v° u read The 
Jerusalem Post International Edition. Flown 
worldwide every week to over ninety coun- 
tries. Twenty-four pages of eya-openlng 
news, features, reviews, cartoons and photos. 

You can't afford to be without It. 
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